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ESSAY ON PRAYER, 



Prafkr is the application of want to 
Him who alone can relieve it — ^the confea- 
aion of sin to Him who alone can pardon 
it. It is the urgency of poverty, the pros- 
tration of hmnility, the fervency of peni- 
tence, the confidence of trust. It is not 
eloquence, hut eaxr^cstness : not the defi- 
nition of help]<>«siiess, but the feeling of 
it : not figures of speech, but compunction 
of s^ul. It is the " Lord, save us, we 
periBh,*^ of drowning Peter — ^the cry of 
^th to the ear of mercy. 

Adoration is the noblest employment 
of created beings; confession the natural 
language of gmlty creatures; gratitude 
the spontaneous expression of pardoned 
wnners. Praver is desire : it is not a mere 
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conception of the mind, not an effort of th« 
inteUect, not an act of the memory, but an 
elevation of the soul towards its Maker; 
a pressing sense of our own ignorance and 
iniirmity, a consciousness of the perfec- 
tions of God, of his readiness to hear, of 
his power to help, of his willingness to 
saVe. It is not an , emotion produced in 
the senses, nor an effect wrought by the 
imagination ; but a determination of tlie 
will, an effusion of the heart. 

Prayer is an act both of the understand* 
ing and of the heart. The understanding 
must apply itself to the knowledge of the 
Divine perfections, or the heart will not 
be led to the adoration of them. It would 
not be a reasonable service if the mind 
were excluded. It must be rational wor* 
ship, or the human worshipper will not 
bring to the service the distin^uislting 
faculty of his nature, which is reason. It 
must be spiritual worship, or it will want 
the distinctive quality to make it accepta* 
ble to Him who is a spirit, and who has 
declared that he will be wonhipped ^ in 
spirit and in truth." 
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Man is not only a sinful, but alao a 
helpleasy and therefore a dependant, be* 
ing. This offers new and powerful motivea 
to prayer, and shows the necessity of 
looking continually to a higher power, to 
a better strength than our own. If that 
Power sustain us not we fall ; if He direct 
us not we wander. His guidance is not 
only perfect freedom, but perfect safety. 
Our greatest danger begins from the mo* 
nient we imagine we are able to go alone. 

He who does not believe this fundamen- 
tal tnith, ^ the helplessness of man,*' on 
which the other doctrines of the Bible are 
built — even he who does nominally profess 
to assent to it as a doctrine of Scripture, 
ret if he does not experimentally acknow* 
ledge it — ^if he does not feel it in the con« 
victions of his own awakened conscience, 
in his discovery of the evil workings of 
his own heart, and the wrong propensities 
of his own nature, all bearing their tes- 
timony to its truth, — such a one will not 
pray earnestly for its curey — ^will not pray 
with that feeling of his own helplessness, 
witli that MBse of dependance on Diviaa 
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assistance, which alone makes prayer ef 
ficacious. 

Nothing will make ns tnily humble, 
nothing will make us constantly vigilant, 
nothing will entirely lead us to have re- 
course to prayer, so fervently or so fre- 
quently, as this ever-abiding sense of our 
corrupt and helpless nature, as our not 
being able to ascribe any disposition in 
ourselves to any thing that is good, or 
any power to avoid, by our own strength, 
any thing that is evil. 

Prayer is right in itself as the most 
powerftil means of resisting sin and ad- 
vancing in holiness. It is above all right, 
as every thing is which has the authority 
ef Scripture, the command of God, ana 
the example of Christ. 

There is perfect consistency in all the 
ordinances of God; a perfect congruity 
in the whole scheme of his dispensations. 
If man were not a corrupt creature, such 
prayer as the gospel enjoins would not 
have been necessary. Had not prayer been 
an important means for curing those cor- 
mptions, a God of perfect wisdom would 
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not have ordered it. He would not have 
prohibited every thing which tends to in- 
flame and promote them, had they not ex- 
ist^; nor would he have commanded 
every thing that has a tendency to dimin* 
idi and remove them, had not their exist- 
ence been fatal. Prayer, therefore, is an 
indispensable part of his economy and of 
oar obedience* 

We cannot attain to a just notion of 
prayer while we remain ignorant of our 
own nature, of the nature of God as re- 
vealed in Scripture^ of our relations to him, 
and of our dependance on him. If theie- 
fore, we do not live in the daily study of th e 
holy Scriptures, we shall want the highest 
motives to this duty, and the best helps 
for performing it ; if we do, the cogency of 
these motives, and the inestimable value • 
of these helps, vnH render argument un- 
necessary, and exhortation superfluous. 

One cause, therefore, of the dulness of 
many Christians in prayer is their slight 
acquaintance with the sacred volume. 
They hear it periodically, they read it 
occasioDaUy, they are contented to know 
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it historically, to consider it snperiioiillji 
but they do not endeavour to get their 
minds imbued with its spirit. If they store 
their memory with its facts, they do not 
impress their hearts with its truth* They 
do not regard it as the nutriment on which 
their spiritual life and growth depend. 
They do not pray over it ; they do not 
consider all its doctrines as of practical 
application; they do not cultivate that 
spiritual discernment which alone can 
enable them judiciously to appropriate its 
promises, and apply its denunciations, to 
their own actual case. They do not uso 
it as an unerring line to ascertain their 
own rectitude, or detect their own obli- 
quity. 

Though we cannot pray with a too deep 
sense of sin, we may make our sins too 
exclusively the object of our prayerB. 
While we keep, with a self-abasing eye, 
our own corruptions in view, let us look 
with equal intentness on that mercy wluch 
cleanseth from all sin. Let our prayera 
be all humiliation, but let them not be all 
complaint. When men indi ilge no othar 



thongr^ht but that they are rebels, the hope* 
lessness of pardon hardens them into ait- 
loyalty. I^et us look to the mercy of the 
King as well as to the rebellion of the 
eubject. If we contemplate his grace as 
displayed in the gospel, then, though oar 
humility will increase, our despair will 
vanish. Gratitude in this, as in human 
distances, will create alfection: — ^**We 
lOve him, because he fu^t loved us.** 

Let us, therefore, always keep our un- 
Yvorthiness in view, to remind us that we 
stand in need of the mercy of God in 
Christ, but never plead it as a reason why 
we should not draw nigh to him to implore 
that mercy. The best men are unworthy 
for their own sakes ; the worst, on repent- 
ance, will be accepted for His sake and 
through His merits. 

In prayer, then, the perfections of God, 
and especially his mercies in our redemp- 
tion, should occupy our thoughts as much 
as our sins; our obligations to him as 
much as our departures from him. We 
should keep up in our hearts a constant 
sense of our own weakness, not with a 
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design to discourage the mind and de- 
press the spirits, but with a view to driye 
uSvOut of ourselves in search of the Di- 
vine assistance. We should contemjdate 
our infirmity in order to draw us to look 
for his strength, and to seek that power 
from God which we vainly look for in 
ourselves : we do not tell a sick friend of 
his danger in order to grieve and terrify 
him, but to induce him to apply to his 
physician, and to have recourse to his 
remedy. 

The success of prayer, though promised 
to all who offer it in perfect sincerity, is 
not so frequently promised to the cry of 
distress, to the impulse of fear, or the 
emergency of the moment, as to humble 
perseverance in devotion ; it is to patient 
waiting, to assiduous solicitation, to un- 
wearied importunity, that God has de- 
clared that He will lend His ear, that He 
will give the communication of His Spirit, 
that He will g>ant the return of our re- 
quests. Nothing but this holy persever- 
ance can keep up in our minds an humble 
sense of our dependance. It is not by a 
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mere casaal petition, however paaaioiiatet 
but by habitual application, tliat deroot 
affections are excited and maintained, 
that our converse with Heaven is carried 
on. It is by no other means that we can 
be assured, with St. Paul, that " we are 
risen with Christ," bat this obvious one— 
that we thus seek the things which are 
above; that the heart is renovated; that 
the mind is lifted above this low scene of 
things; that the spirit breathes in a purer 
atmosphere; that the whole man is en- 
lightened, and strengthened, and purified ; 
and that the more frequently, so the more 
nearly, we approach to the throne of God. 
We shall find, also, that prayer not only 
expresses but elicits the Divine grace. 

Prayer draws all the Christian graces 
into its focus. It draws Charity, followed 
by her lovely train, her forbearance with 
fjEiults, her forgiveness of injuries, her 
pity for errors, her compassion for want. 
It draws Repentance,' with her holy sor- 
rows, her pious resolutions, her self-dis- 
trust. It attracts Faith, with her elevated - 
eye — Hope with her .gpnasped anchor— 

2 
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D«iie&eence» with her open hand— <»Xes«t 
looking &r and -Aide to serve^— Humility 
uith introTorted cye« looking at home* 
Frayert by quickening these graces in the 
heartf wanns them into life, fits them for 
Hervice« and dismisses each to its appro* 
priate practice. Cordial prayer is men- 
tal Turtae; Christian virtue is spiritual 
action. The mould into which genuine 
prayer casts the soul is not effaced by the 
suspension of the act^ but retains some 
touches of tiie impression till the act is 
repeated. 

But he to whom the duty of prayer is 
unknown, and by whom the privilege of 
prayer is unfelt ; or he by whom it is ne- 
glected; or he who uses it for form and 
not from feeling, may probably 8ay« Will 
tlus worky wearisome even if necessary 
never know an end? Will there be no 
period when God will dispense with its 
regular exercise T Will there never be 
such an attainment of the end proposed, 
as that we may be allowed to discontintte 
the moans t 

To these intri i ufHories there is hoi ivs 
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ansirer*— an answer which shall be alao 
made by an appeal to the inquirer himself. 

If there be any day in which we are 
qnite certain that we shall meet with no 
trial from Providence, no temptation from 
the world ; any day in which w€- shall be 
sure to have no WTong tempers excited in 
ourselves, no call to bear with those of 
others, no misfortune to encounter, and 
no need of Divine assistance to endure 
it ; en that morning we may safely omit 
pi aver. 

If there be an evening in which we 
have received no protection from God, and 
experienced no mercy at His hands; if 
we have not neglected a single opportu* 
nity of doing or receiving good ; if W9 
are quite certain that w^e have not once 
spoken unadvisedly with our lips, nor en- 
tertained ont! vain or idle thought in our 
heart; on that night we may safely omit 
to praise God, and to confess our oMrn sin* 
fiilness ; on that night we may safely omit 
humiliation and thanksgiving. To re- 
peat the converse would be superfluous. 

When we can (Conscientiously say, that 
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religion has given a tone to our condnct, a 
law to our actions, a rule to our thoughts, 
a hridle to our tongue, a restraint to every 
wrong passion, a check to every ill tem- 
per, then some will say. We may safely 
be dismissed from the drudgery of prayer, 
it will then have answered all the ends 
which you so tiresomely recommend. So 
far from it, we really figure to ourselves, 
that if we could hope to hear of a human 
being brought to &uch perfection of dis- 
cipline, it would unquestionably be found 
that this would be the very being who 
would continue most perseveringly in the 
practice of that devotion which had so 
mateiially contributed to bring his heart 
and mind into so desirable a state, who 
would most tremble to discontinue prayer, 
who would be mont appalled at the thought 
of the condition into which such discon- 
tinuance would be likely to reduce him. 
Whatever others do, he will continue for 
ever to ^* sing praises unto Thee, O Thou 
most Highest ; he will continue to tell of 
Thy loving-kindness early in the moi ning, 
and of thy truth in the night-season.'' 



PRIVATE DKVOTIQK. 2i 

Our reluctant devotions may remind lis 
of the remark of a certain great political 
wit, who apologfized for his late attend- 
ance in Parliment, by his being detained 
while a party of soldiers were dragging 
a volunteer to his duty. How many ex- 
cases do we find for not being in time ! 
HoMr many apologies for brevity ! How 
many evasions for neglect ! How unwill- 
ing, too often, are we to come into the 
divine presence, how reluctant to remain 
in iti Those hours which are least ralna- 
ble for business, which are least season- 
able for pleasure, we commonly give to 
religion. Our energies which were so 
exeited in the society we have just 
quitted, are sunk as we approach the di- 
vine presence. Our hearts, which were 
all alacrity in some frivolous conversa- 
tion, become cold and inanimate, as if it 
were the natural property of devotion to 
freeze the affections. Our animal spirits, 
which so readily performed their func- 
tions before, now slacken their vigour 
and lose their vivacity. The sluggish 
body sympathizes, with the unwilling 
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mind, and each promotes the deadnest 
of the other; both are slow in listening 
to the call of duty ; both are soon weary 
in performing it. As prayer requires all 
the energies of the compound being of 
man, so we too often feel as if there were 
a conspiracy of body, soul and spirit, to 
decline and disqualify us for it. 

To be deeply impressed with a few 
fundamental truths, to digest them tho- 
roughly, to meditate on them seriously, to 
pray over them fervently, to get them 
deeply rooted in the heart, will be more 

{>roductive of faith and holiness, than to 
abour afler variety, ingenuity or elegance. 
Tlie indulgence of imagination will ra* 
ther distract than edify. Searching af- 
ter ingenious thoughts will rather divert 
the attention from God to ourselves, than 
promote fixedness of thought, singleness 
of intention, and devotedness of spirit* 
Whatever is subtle and refined, is in dan- 
ger of being unscriptural. If we do not 
guard the mind, it will learn to wander id 
quest of novelties. It will set more yaiu« 
on origiDal thoughts than devout afieo 
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tions. It is the business of prayer to 
cast down imaginations which gratify 
the natural activity of the mind, while 
they leave the hear: unhumbled. 

We should confine ourselves to the 
present business of the present moment ; 
we should keep the mind in a state of 
perpetual dependance. ** Now is the ac- 
cepted time." — ^ To day we must hear 
his voice." — " Give us this day our daily 
bread." The manna will not keep till to- 
morrow: to-morrow will have its own 
wants, and must have its own petitions. 
To-morrow we must seek the bread of 
heaven afresh. 

We should however avoid coming to 
our devotions with unfurnished minds. 
We should be always laying in materials 
for prayer, by a diligent coune of se- 
rious reading, by trea^bbg up in oar 
loinds the most important truths, and by 
a careful and solemn self-examination. 
If we rush into the divine presence with 
a vacant, or ignorant, or unprepared mind, 
with an heart filled with the world ; as we 
■hall feel no disposition or qnalifkritioa 



^ 
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for the work we are about to engage in, 
80 we cannot expect that our petitions 
will be heard or granted. There must be 
some congruity between the heart and 
the object, some affinity betweec the state 
of our minds and the business i/i which 
they are employed, if we would expect 
success in the work. 

We are often deceived both as to the 
principle and the effect of our prayers. 
When from some external cause the heart 
is glad, the spirits light, the thoughts rea- 
dy, the tongue voluble, a kind of spon- 
taneous eloquence is the result ; with this 
we are pleased, and this ready flow we 
are ready to impose on ourselves for 
piety. 

On the other hand, when the mind is 
dejected, the animal spirits !ow, the 
thoughts confused ; when apposite words 
do not readily present themselves, we 
are apt to accuse our hearts of want of 
fervour, to lament our weakness, and to 
mourn that, because we have no pleasure 
in. prayinff, our prayers have, therefore, 
not ascended to the throne of mercv. In 
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both cases we perhaps judge ourselves 
unfairly. These unready accents, these 
faltering praises, thes^ ill-expressed pe 
tiUons may find more acceptance than the 
florid talk with which we were so well 
satisfied : the latter consisted, it may be, 
of shining thoughts floating on the fancy, 
eloquent words dwelling only on the lips : 
the former was the sighing of a contrite 
heart, abased by the feeling of its own 
unworthiness, and awed by the perlec- 
tions of a hdiy and heart-searchinff God. 
The heart is dissatisfied with its own dull 
and tasteless repetitions, which, with all 
their imperfections, infinite goodness may 
perhaps hear with favour. We may not 
only be elated with the fluency, but even 
with the fervency of our prayers. Vanity 
may grow out of the very act of renounc- 
mg it, and we^ may begin to feel proud 
at having humbled ourselves so elo- 
quently. 

There is, however, a strain and spirit 
of prayer equally distinct from that fa- 
cility and copiousness for which we 
eertainly are never the better in the 



%G rRiVATE DEVonosr. 

sight of God, and from that constraint and 
dryness for which we may be never the 
worse. There is* a simple, solid, pious 
strain of prayer, in which the supplicant 
is so filled and occupied with a sense of 
his own dependance, and of the import- 
ance of the things for which he asks, and 
so persuaded of the power and grace of 
God through Christ to give him those 
things, that while he is engaged in it, he 
does not merely imagine, but feels assured 
that God is nigh to him as a reconciled 
Fathef, so that every burden and doubt 
are taken off from his mind. *'He 
knows," as St. John expresses it, " that 
he has the petition he desired of God,*' 
and feels the truth of that promise. 
*• while they speak I will hear.*' This t 
the perfection of prayer. 



Prayer is the souPs sincere deatre^ 
Unuttered or expressed ; 

The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast. 



PRIVATE DETOnOlf. VT 

Prayer is the burden of a sigh* 

'fhe falling of a tear ; 
Tfie upward glancing of an eye^ 

When none but God is near. 

Prayer is the simplest form of speech. 

The infant lips can try ; 
Prayer the siiblimest strains that reach 

The majesty on high. 

Prayer is the Christian's vital breath. 
The Christian's native air, 

His watchword at the gates of dAith, 
He enters heaven by prayer* 

Prayer is the contrite smner's voice. 

Returning from his ways. 
While angels in their songs rejoice. 

And say, ^ behold he prays.'' 

The saints In prayer appear as one, 
In word, and deed, and mind, 

W^hen with the Father and the SoOt 
Their fellowship they find* 
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. Nor prayer \s made on earth alone : 
The Holy Spirit pleads; 
KnA Jesus on the eternal throne, 
For sinners intercedes. 

O thou, by whom we come to God ; 

The Life, the Truth, the Way ; 
The path of prayer thyself hast trod : 

Lord, teach us how to pray. 

James Montgomeby. 

See this subject discussed at lengthy in 
m wM entitled '* The Spirit of Pray er^^ 
by Hannah More* 



THOUGHTS 

ON 

PRIVATE DEVOTION. 
CHAP. I. 

THE ADVANTAGES OF PRIVATE PLAYER. 
INTRODUCTION. 

// is the indispensable duty of ev$iry 
Christian to pray in private. 

Our Saviour hath enjoined it on all his 
followers, by precept, by promise, and by 
his own blessed example ; " When thou 
pray est, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret, and thy Father which 
seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly." 
(Matt. vi. 6.) The precept is positive : the 
promise is certain : in both the singular 
number is used. Christ here saith to each 
of his followers, " Enter into thy closet." 
« Pray to thy Father." Thy Father shall 
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reward ihee* As obedience to the dWina 
precepts is generally attended with a pre* 
sent blessing, so it is liere. For private 
prayer sweetly inclines and disposes a per* 
son to a cheerful performance of every 
other religious duty and service ; and the 
power of godliness in the soul flourishes, 
or decays, as the private duties of the clo- 
set are attended to, or neglected, l^is, 
in conjunction with the precept, promise, 
and example of the Saviour, furnishes the 
true Christian with powerful motives for 
continuing instant in private prayer even 
unto the end : when his heavenly Father, 
who seeth in secret., will, in an especial 
manner, openly reward him. 

The Saviour^s example of private 
prayer arrested the attention of all the 
Evangelists. How often do we read of 
his sending the multitude away, and go- 
ing up into a mountain apart to pray ! 
(Matt. xiv. 23. Mark vi. 46.) St. Mark 
mentions his rising up a great while before 
day for that purpose. And St. Luke re- 
cords one instance (doubtless it was not the 
only oue) of his going **out into a moiu- 



fWYATt ncronoff* 91 

tain to pray, and continaing all night in 
prayer to God/* (Luke vi. 12.) I* or the 
lake of private prayer^ he would furegu 
the pleasure of conversation with his dis- 
ciples on the most interesting subjects* 
When his heart was full of heaviness* 
and his soul exceeding sorrou'ful, instead 
of telling the particulars of the sad tale 
in the ears of his disciples, who loved iiini* 
he said unto them, ** Sit ye here, while 1 
go and pray yonder." (Matt. xxvi. 36.) 
There he unbosomed his soul to his Fa- 
ther, offering up '* prayers and supplica- 
tions, with strong crying and tears, unto 
him who was able to save him from death» 
and was heard in that he feared.'* (ileb« 
v-7.) 

•* Night is the time to pray ; 
Our Saviour oft withdrew 
To desert mountains far away* 
So will his followers do ; 
Steal from the throng to haunts untrod, 
kad hold communion there with God.** 

James Mobtoomkrt 
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What an illustrious example! Did He 
spend whole nights in private, prayer on a 
told mountain^ for our sakes ; and shall we 
think it too much to spend a portion of the 
day in our closets^ for the furtherance of 
our own spiritual and eternal welfare! 
Oh, that we were daily imitating more 
that noble pattern which his holy life ex 
hibits, by being much alone with God * 
Wliat is Christianity but an imitation of 
all the imitable perfections of the Sav- 
iour % A Christian's whole life should be 
a visible representation of Christ. The 
examples of patriarchs, prophets, apos- 
tles, and saints, as recorded in the Old 
and New Testaments, plainly show, that^ 
to be ^ followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises,** 
we should be much in private prayer* 
But, to the spiritually-minded Christiauy 
the example of Christ vastly transcends 
all others. Those of the best of men 
are defective. His alone is tlie perfect 
pattern. To be an imitator of him in all 
his moral virtues is the duty and privilege 
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•f a Christian. And, of all others, they 
are the happiest who come the nearest to 
his bright example. 



nilVATE PRAYER HAS UXftY ADVAll- 

TA0E8. 

/n Kcret tee m«y more freely, fiUlv$ and 
sitfely unhosoni our souls to God, ihoh 
tee can do in the presence of many, ot 
few. 

Br pnblic, confessions of sin are made in 
general termsii In private, we may de- 
scend to pitrticidaiB. *' The heart uiow- 
6th his own bitterness.'^ (Proy.ziy. 10.) 
Cyeiy Christian has his secret faults, 
from which he desires to be cleansed. 
(Ps. xi^. 12.) He has not the srosser 
yices of the ungodly to confess. But, be- 
c<Miiing daily more acquainted wiih the 
afiiritnali^ of God's law, and the deep de«i 
pirayity of his own heart, he feels himself 

9 
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continaally proae to err» and cliscoveft 
wfthin himaTariety of things of a sinful 
nature, which he desires heartily and sin • 
cerely to confess at a throne of grace. 
The thought of foolishness — a proud look 
•^-avaln imagination — a sinful inclinatioa 
— a secret murmur — ^a repining thought^- 
the slightest indication of an unforgiying 
temper — ^the remains of unbelief — secret 
distrust— carnal reasonings — a want of 
watchfulness— formality in holy duties — 
the comparative coldness of his affections 
towards heavenly things — the smallest 
degree of worldly-ndndedness — ^the rid- 
ings of envy, vain-glory, or spiritual pride 
—the want of love towards God or man— 
a hashr expression or an unguarded word» 
though perhaps unobserved by others— 
these, and a variety of similar things, 
which at times dbturb his pious mind, and 
grieve his heart, will furnish him with 
abundant loaller for confession before 
God, in mhoee word it is written, ^' He 
that cwereth his sins shall not prosper; 
bHt whoeo confesseth and forsaketh them 
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eball have mercy." (Prov. xxviii. 13.) 
As a patient, aiHicted with a luathsome 
disease, s{)eaks nut publidy of all the 
symptoms of his case, but Uikes a conye- 
nient opportunity of mentioning them to 
his physician — so the Christian will not 
publish to the world all the corrupt work- 
ings of his heart, which he feels and la- 
ments ; but, ayailing himself of the fit op- 
portunity private prayer affords, will freely 
confess them to his heavenly PhysiciaD« 
Christ Jesus, who alone can forgive all his 
sins, and heal all ti^e spiritual diseases of 
the soul. 

Confession of sin, however, is bat ona 
part of a Christian's duty in his closet* 
While passing through tois vale of teai8» 
he has his peculiar trials, his peculiar 
wants, and his peculiar mercies* Another 
will scarcely be found whose experience 
io all points will accord with his own. la 
all his trials, wants, and mercieS) he alone 
aeems to be deeply interested. No one 
else can so feelingly express what his suf- 
ferings under trials are, the urgency of 
his wants^ pr the gratitude he feels for 
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iftereies he has received. Hence arises 
the insufliciency of pcjlic and family 
prayer for eveiy purpose, and the neces- 
sity of the Christian's retiring t-o his closet 
--'Where, through our great " High Priest, 
who is touched with the feeling of our in« 
firmities,^ he may in secret ^ come boldly 
to a throne of grace, and obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in eveiy time of 
need.*' (Heb. iv. 15, 16.) 



Private Prayer is amnvdege of which a 
Christian may at all ttmes avcal himself • 

III health, affliction in his family, un- 
faTourable weather, the distance and a 
^j^ariety of other circumstances, may de- 
tain falrn from the public means of grace ; 
but none of these can prevent his praying 
in seeret. However desirous he may be 
of enjoying iJie benefits of a domestic al* 
tar, a want mC [liety in his friends, or a 
detenoined opposition to domestic worship 
in Aeheadsof bis &niily,may deprive him 
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of thie means also. But neither fKenib« 
nor enemies, have power to prevent hm 
holding communion with his God in se- 
cret. No time is unseasonable for such 
a purpose — No place unfit for such devo- 
tions. There is no comer so dark — no 
place so secret, but God is there. He 
never wants an eye to see, an ear to hear 
the cries and groans, nor a heart to grant 
the requests, of him who sincerely prays 
to him in secret. There are no desires 
so confused — no requests so broken — no 
effort so feeble, as to escape his notice* 
The eye that God hath upon his people 
tn secret is such a special tender eye of 
love, as opens his ear, his heart, and his 
hand, for their good. ** The eyes of the 
Lord are over the righteous, and his ears 
are open to their prayers.^' Should their 
petitions be feeble and faint, and seem to 
them scarcely to reach the heavens, he 
will graciously bow down " his ear, and 
attend to the prayer that goeth not out of 
feigned llps.^ Ac knows the intention* 
of the heart. He perceives the motions 
of the soul. He records them all in the 
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book of liis remembrance, and will onB 
day openly reward all these secret trans- 
actions. Did Christians more fully be- 
lieve this, and more seriously consider • 
it, — they would live more thankfully, la- 
bour more cheerfully, suffer more patient- 
ly, fight against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, more manfully, and lay them- 
selves out for God, his interests, and glory, 
more freely. 



Private Prayer is a scriptural means oj 
obtaining a clearer hiowledge of the 
revealed will of God. 

It has been compared to a golden key 
nnlockmg the mysteries of the divine 
word. " If any man lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God." (James i. 5.) The know- 
ledge of many choice and blessed truths 
Is but the returns of private prayer. We 
have a remarkable instance of this in the 
history of Cornelius. ** At the ninth hour 
(saith he) 1 prayed in my house, and be 
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hold, a man stood by me in bri|;ht cloth* 
ing) and said, Cornelius, thy prayer is 
heard. (Acts x. 30, 31.) Send men to 
• Joppa and call for Sunon, whose simame 
is Peter, who shall tell thee words* where- 
by thou and all thy house shall be saved.** 
(Acts xi. 13, 14.) His prayer was not 
only heard and accepted, but gracioui«lv 
answered, in the knowledge he obtaine4l 
of salvation by Jesus Christ. Anotiier 
instance may be adduced from the book 
of Daniel. He vvas a man who studied 
the sacred Scriptures, (Dan. ix. 2.) and, 
in answer to prayer, obtained a clearer 
knowledge of their contents. ** While 1 
was speaking, and praying, and confessing 
my sin, and the sm of my people Israel, 
and presenting my supplication before the 
Lord my God, for the holy mountain of 
my God vea, while I was speaking in 
vrai/er, even the man Gabriel, whom I 
liad seen in the vision at the beginning; 
being caused to fly swiftly, touched ma 
about the time of the ev<>,ning oblation ; 
and he informed nie« ana talked witli me, 
«nd said, O Daniel, I am now come forth 
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to give thee skiU and understanding* At 
tlie beginning of thy supplications the 
eoxnmandment came forth, and I am comis 
to show thee: for thou art greatly belov. 
ed : therefore understand the matter ana 
consider the yision.** (Dan. ix. 20, 23.) To 
** understand the matter" — to have clearer 
views of the revealed will of God, was 
a great blessing ; but, not a greater than 
that gracious assurance, with which the 
communication of that knowledge was 
accompanied, namely, that he was in the 
favour of God, a ** man greatly beloved." 
Happy is he who in sincerity seeks in- 
struction at the fountain-head of all spi- 
ritual wisdom ! The Holy Ghost is pro- 
mised to teach us all things. (John xiv. 
26.) The promises of God should be 
pleaded in prayer. He loves to be sued 
upon his own bond ; and delights to lade 
the wings of secret prayer with his sweet- 
est, choicest, richest blessings. Henco 
it is that the word of Christ dwells most 
richly in them who are most diligent and 
(errent in pouring out their hearts to him 
ii secret. 
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rhose whovumsly and conseienliously dU» 
charge the duties of the closet generaUjf 
prosper both m temporals and spirituals* 

** Godliness b profitable unto all things, 
having promise of the life that now is and 
of that which is to come.^' (1 Tim. iv. 8.) 
To enter on the duties of our calling in 
the fear of God, and to do all with a view 
to his glory, is the surest way to obtain 
the blessing of Heaven. Temporal af- 
fairs are best expedited when they are 
made the subjects of secret prayer. Ge- 
nerally spealang, he who prays fervently 
in his closet, will speed well in his shop, 
at the plough, or in whatsoever he may 
' vrn his hand unto. ^ Them that honour 
me (saith the Lord,) I will honour; and 
they that despise me shall be lightly es- 
teemed." (1 Sam. ii. 30.) Allthewor* 
thies, who are mentioned in Scripture as 
men of private prayer, prospered in the 
world. God blessed to them their bless- 
mgs, and eventually made their cup of 
temporal mercies to overflow. And in 
the last great day, when God shall jodgn 
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the secrets of men hy Jesus Christ, and 
shall openly reward them that have prayed 
to htm secretly, it will be manifest to as- 
sembled worlds, that no families have 
been so prospered, protected, and blessed, 
as those who have been most diligent io 
maintaining secret communion with him. 
As to spiritual things, it is most cei^ 
tain that private devotion prepares the 
heart, and fits the soul, so to speak, for 
the public duties of religion. He who 
willingly neglects one has seldom much 
enjoyment in the other. But he who in 
secret waits upon God sincerely, will, iu 
the public means, frequently find his spi- 
ritual strength renewed, his languishing 
graces revived, his intercourse with Hea- 
ven more pure, his hopes more elevated, 
and his enjoyments more spiritual. Want 
of private prayer may be one great rea- 
son why many are so heavy and dull, so 
formal and careless, so unfruitful and 
lifeless, under the public means of grace. 
Oh, that Christians would seriously lay 
this to heart ! He who would have his 
■oul athirst for God, and long to see his 
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lyings in the sanctuary, (Psalm Ixiii. 1, 
2.) who would have public ordinances 
lovely and delightful 1> his soul, his 
d/ooping spirits refresheif, his weak faith 
strengthened, his strong coriuptions sub- 
dued, and his affections set on heavenly 
things, (Col. iii. 2.) sh-^ild be frequent 
and ferve nt in secret pr&yer. I low strong 
in grace — how victorious ove^* sin — ^how 
*<«ad to the world — how al'^r*? *i, Christ— 
now fit to live — ^how prepared to die— 
iiiight many a Christian have been, had 
he more diligently, seriously, and con- 
scientiously mscharged the duties of the 
eloaetl 



Diligence and perseverance in secret pray^ 
er may he regarded as a certain «?i- 
dence of sincerity. " * 

Private prayer is not the hypocrite's 
delight. He can find no solid satisfac- 
tion in such exercises. He loves to pray 
where others may notice hid devotions. 
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and oQBunend him ; and he has his re* 
w^rd. (Matthew vi. 5.) The Scriptnrap 
record nothing of Saul and Judas, Denuui 
and Simon Magos, that affords the slight* 
est evidence of their having addicted 
themselves to secret prayer. 'Die Scnbes 
and Pharisees assumed the garb of exte* 
rior sanctity, hut we never read of their 
retiring to a solitary place to pray. A 
good name among men is more valued by 
a hypocrite than a good life or a good 
conscience. Under some temporaiy alarm 
he may cry aloud upon his bed, or seek 
relief on his knees in retirement. But, 
"Will he delight himself m the Al- 
mighty? will he always call upon God?^ 
(Job. xxvii. 10.) If Uie cause be remov- 
ed, the effect will cease. When his fears 
have subsided, and his spirits are traxv- 
quillized,he will discontinue the practice, 
laying aside his private prayers as an irk- 
some task. Secret duties are not hia 
ordinary work. Self is the oil of hia 
lamp; — ^worldly interests and the plaudits 
of men neurit its flame. If these are 
waeiin(^, its brilliancy declin«^s: and, as 
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bis hope of these fail, its light gradaaUy 
or instantly expires. ** Can the rush grow 
lip without miret-'-can the £ag grow 
without water ?->^whilst it is yet in its 
greenness^ and not cut down, it withereth 
before any other herh. So are the paths 
of all that forget God : and the hypocrite's 
hope shall perish.'^ (Job. viii. 11, 13.) 

He does not ^forget God, who perse- 
veres in the duties of the closet.** God 
is the object, and his glory the end, of 
his secret devotions. He retires from the 
observation of men to "give unto the 
Lord the glory due unto his name, (and 
to) worshb the Lord in the beauty of ho- 
liness.** (Ps. Jtxix. 2.) He is not satisfied 
with a mere external performance of the 
daty. He examines his motives, scru« 
tinizes the workings of his heart, and 
afterwards reviews the whole transaction. 
*^ I call to remembrance my song in the 
night : I commune with my own heart : 
my spirit made diligent search.** (Ps. 
Ixxvii. 6.) Not so the hypocrite. "Pray- 
ing always, with all prayer and suppliosf- 
tion in the spirit, and watching thertftntQ 
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with all perseverance,^ (£ph. y'u 18.) ji 
not his practice. He has ever at ban4 
some excuse for the neglect of private 
prayer. Though he squanders perhacM 
every day more than an hour of his tirao 
in frivolous conversation or unnecessary 
visitings, he can persuade himself his en* 
gagements are so many and so urgent, 
that he has no time for retiring to his clo- 
set without neglecting his worldly busi- 
ness, in which he must be diligent fVom 
a regard to the divine precept (Rom. xii. 
11.) and for his family's sake. Or, should 
his conscience testify that he has time 
sufficient, another circumstance will fur* 
nish him with an excuse — ^the want of a 
convenient place.' Oh, let it ever be re- 
membered, that the most illustrious ex- 
ample we have of diligence and perse* 
verance in this sacred duty, namely, 
Christ Jesus, was pressed for time more 
than any man, through a multiplicity of 
other engagements ; so much so, that at 
times he ^ liad no leisure so much as to 
eat.** (Mark vi. 31.) And as to place, 
^ The foxes have holes, and the birds oi 



the air have nests, but the Son of Man 
\hacl) not where to lay his head/* (Matt, 
viii. 20.) Yet, by rising early, ard by 
late retiring to rest (compare Mark i. ^5f 
uith Luke vi. 12.) he found sufficient 
time ; and, in the open air, on a moun« 
tain, or in a garden, a convenient place 
for pouring out his soul to God. The 
Hypocrite wants a heart for it, more than 
he wants sufficient time or a convenient 
place. However regular he may be m 
his attendance on public prayer he does 
not love private^ and therefore, does not 
habituate himself to the practice of it. 
He it is who loves to pray secretly, and 
values such exercises for the effect they 
have on him in humbling the soul, mof« 
tifying pride, debasing self, weaning the 
heart from the world, imbittering sin, 
rendering the mind more spiritual, and 
exalting the Saviour in the affections ;-^ 
who hs^ituates himself to, and perseveres 
in the practice of, secret pra>er. And 
a diligent and conscientious continumg 
in such welMoing, most assuredly affords 
a decisive evidence of sincerity. 



There is no means of grace more efirick^ 
ing to the soul than private prayer. 

It is a golden pipe, through which the 
Lord is graciously pleased to convey 
spiritaalhlessingsto the soul. Heknow- 
eth all our wants, and, without our ask- 
ing him, could supply all our need in the 
best manner, and at the best possible 
time. But he will be inquired of by the 
house of Israel, to do for them according 
to the exceeding great and precious pro- 
mises he hath given. (Ezek. xxxvi. 37.) 
How oflen has the believer found the 
Lord's promises' of grace here verified,, 
and been enabled to look forward, with 
Joyful hope, to the fulfilment of those 
which relate to glory hereafter, while ho 
has been engaged in his private devo- 
tions ! When he has entered his closet* 
he has been, perhaps, like the mother of 
Samuel, ^ of a sorrowful spirit!^ and, like 
her, has poured out his "^ soul before the 
hordj^ with an '* abundance of complaint 
and grief;'" but the God of Israel has 
granted nispetiiiont and he hath gone on 
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hifs way with a ^ coantenance no longer 
sad.^ (1 Sam. i. 15, 18.) How often iii 
these private exercises, particolarly when 
the believer has felt himself ** in heavi- 
ness through manifold temptations,'* (1 
Pet. i. 6.) ^ encompassed with infinni- 
ties,** (Heb. v. 2.) and has ^ groaned be- 
ing burdened," (3 Cor. v. 4.) not knor.. 
ing ^'what he should pray for as he 
ought,'' (Rom. viii. 26.) hath the Holy 
Spirit helped his infirmities ! — ** making 
him to know his transgression and his 
sin," (Job xiii. 23.) and causing him te 
** abhor himself and repent as in dost and 
ashes." (Job xlii. 6.) Then, in the lan- 
guage of the psalmisty he hath prayed : — 
** The troubles of my heart are enlarged ; 
Ob, bring thou me outof my distresses!" 
(Pb. XXV. 17.) ''I will bless the Lord, 
who hath given me counsel ; my reins 
also chasten me." (Ps. xvi. 7.) ^ Make 
me to hear joy and gladne^a^ that the 
bones which thou hast broken may re- 
ioice. Hide thy face from my sins, and 
blot oat ^l mine iniquities. Create ir. 
me a clean heart, O God^ and renew a 

4 
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from diy pnaeoce^ and take not thy Ho* 
ly £^pirit from me. Restore onto me the 
joy of thy salTadun ; and uphold me with 
thy free Spirit." (Pa. U. 8, 13.) God 
hiih haaid this piayer, and fhlfilled hia 
own most piaeioaawofd: — ** Before they 
eall I will answer, and while they are 
yet ipeaUnff I will hear." (Isa. Ixr. 24.) 
The SaWom's promise also hath been 
▼erified >— ^ He that hath my command* 
ment% and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me ; and he that loreth me shall 
be lored of my Father, and I will love 
him, and will manifest myself to him." 
(John xir. 31.) Tlie Hdy Spirit hath 
Ukm of the thinga oi Jesos, and hath 
shown then onto hia serrant, (John xri. 
14.) and the belieyer hath been enabled, 
Willi JiToly gratitade and joy, to adopt the 
laogvage of the propheu ** Lord, I 
will piaise tfaee : Uioogh thou wast angry 
with BM^ thine anger is turned away, 
and than eomfortedst me. Behold, God 
iamysahration; I willtmst, and not be 
afiaad: Ibr the Lord Jahotrah is mar 
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strength and my song; he is also become 
ray salvation. Therefore with Joy shall 
(I) draw water Qut of the wells of salya^ 
tion.^ (Isa. xii. 1—3.) Thus the Chris- 
tian, withdrawn for a season from the 
world, and realizing the immediate pre« 
sence of God, the awfuloeas of eternity 
and the Tast importance of heayenlT 
things, prays to his Father, urtiieh seeth 
in secret ; gets more humbling views of 
himself, and makes fresh discoyeries of 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and of 
the superaboundings of Divine grace, 
of the long-suifering patience of the Lord, 
of the grace he has bestowed on him, the 
deliverances he has wrought for him, 
and the abundant mercy wMch is trea- 
sured up in Christ Jesus for all true be- 
lievers. Thus he, who began his secret 
prayers "with groaninga that cannot be 
uttered,** (Rom. viii. 26.) finds spiritual 
enlargement; is *' strengthened with 
might in the inner man ;" (Eph. iii. 16.] 
is enriched with the light of 6od*s re- 
conciled countenance ; and comes forth 
from his eloset in a more hmnble, more 
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watchful, more spiritual, more holy, more 
heavenly frame; and, consequently, is 
more fit fur the public duties of reliffion, 
or the particular duties of his calling 
— the Lord having put into his heart 
more gladness than an increase of com 
and wine could. give, (Ps. iv. 7,) and 
caused his holy comforts to delight hiii 
soul* (Ps. xciy. 19.) 



CHAP. II. 

(Iff THE NEGLECT OF PRIVATE PRAYKR 



Ho'flr lamentable is it that a duty so 
obvious, a privilege so great, a means of 
grace so enriching to the soul, ever should 
be neglected ! What are the causes to be 
assigned for it ? 

If the neglect he total and permanent^ tm« 
' pcnitency of heart may be suspected as 
the cause* 

To perceive no necessity for secret 
prayer — ^to have no mind, no will, no heart 
to such a duty — ^to make no effort to dis- 
charge it, and to feel no remorse of con- 
science for neglecting it, are fearful signs 
of an unhumbled, unrenewed, impenitent 
heart. Wiiilst the cause remains, thb 
•ifect will continue; therefore, let such 
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" beseech Ood to /(rant them true repent* 
€meej and his H^y Spirit^ that their in* 
disposition to call upon him in pri vate may 
be remoYed, that their secret prayers may 
be accepted, and openly rewarded, by 
him, ** and that the rest of their life may 
be pure and holy^ so that at the last they 
may come to his eternal joy^ through /e* 
sus Christ our Lord^ 



If the neglect be temporary and voluntary^ 
some Jtn, or sins, committed against 
light and knowledge may be the cause. 

SocH sins load the conscience with 
goilt, weaken the spiritual strength of the 
Christtan, becloud his evidences of gprace, 
make him a terror to himself, and afraid 
of realizing the Divine Presence. Then 
he is shy of drawing near to Grod in 
secret ; and as our first parents, from con- 
scious guilt, would have ** hid themselves 
firom the presence of the Lord God, 
amongst the trees of the garden ;*' so be« 



by neglecting the poiiliTo and known 
duty pf secret prayer, iiei, as ii wan* 
firom the Lord's presence, to forget Ua 
transgression and acquire hia fomer 
confidence, by occupying his time and 
thoughts with the affairs of this world. 
— ^But this is folly. To add sin to stn—- 
the sin of omission to the sin of cooh 
mission — gives the enemy of souls a pow" 
crful advantage over him* It invanably 
increases his gUilt, lienumba hia eon- 
science, strengthens his inbred eonvp- 
tions, and renders his return to ^^txul 
duties increasingly difficult. However 
painful it may be to draw near to God in 
secret, with an awful consciousness of 
guilt on the soul, it should not be shunned* 
It is vastly better, while the consebnee is 
feelingly alive to the wound it haa raceir* 
ed, to hasten to the throne of grace, and 
ingenuouslv to confess the am, looking t* 
the croes of Christ, and imploring the par« 
don of it for his sake, and giaee to be nois 
watchful in future. It murt be done, er 
the consequences will be SMstawfU; md 
the sooner it is done tLe bettes» ^ Wm 
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vdth the Lord there is mercy, and wifli 
him is plenteous redemption, and he shall 
redeem Israel from all his iniquities** 
(Ps. cxxx. 7,8.) 



If the neglect be partial, spiritual declen^ 
sion is probably the cause. 

While the believer, ivith deep humi- 
liation, reviews the evils of his past life — 
reflects upon the awful consequences of 
sin, and contemplates, with adoring gra- 
titude, the astonishing love of God the 
Father, the amazing condescension of 
God the Son, and the stupendous work of 
God the Holy Ghost, as exhibited in the 
economy of redemption, and feels " the 
love of God shed abroad in his heart,** 
(Rom. V. 5.) he does not neglect the pri- 
vate duties of the closet ; but anticipates 
with delight the return of those seasons 
of private prayer in which he has fre- 
quently enjoyed sweet communion with 
the Lord, and found his service perfect 
fire^dom. 
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HiiTing " escaped the pollutions of the 
world," and being watchful lest he be 
•* again entangled therein and overcoine," 
(-2 Pet. ii. 20.) a temptation from that quar* 
ter excites his alarm, leads him to his clo* 
set, and makes him more earnest in 
prayer ; thus the purposes of the enemy 
m presenting the temptation are defeated* 
But he is liable to an attack in a more 
vulnerable part. Religion is his delight. 
An evil in a religious garb he does not 
suspect. Ignorant in some measure of 
the devices of his spiritual adversary, he 
has little or no apprehension of meeting 
him transformed into an angel of light. 
He is not aware of the paralyzing effects 
which an inordinate zeal for the non-essen* 
tials of religion has upon the inner man ; 
nor of the intoxicating nature of that 
busy, prying curiosity, which intrudes too 
far into those mysterious atid deep things 
of God and religion, which are most re- 
mote from the understanding of the best 
and wisest of men. Having tasted much 
of the pleasantness of religion, and being 
anxious in the pursuit of more, he eagerly 
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• 

gnspB at any thing that may be uged by 
2ioeo whom he Mghly esteems and re* 
gams as fathers in Christ, as absolutely 
necessary to render his Christiuiity more 
pure and primitive, or to increase his 
measure of religious knowledge. This 
is an important crisis — a time of much 
spiritual danger : the enemy of souls is 
ever watchful to hinder the Christian in 
his course : whatcTer diverts his attention 
from the weightier matters of religion to 
those which are comparatively unimport* 
ant, does this. Hence it is, that such as 
have their thoughts more occupied with 
the non-essenti^ of religion than with 
the power of godliness^in 3ie soul, seldom 
make much progress in humility or hea* 
venly mindednesss, and are often lament* 
ably deficient in the duties of r the closet* 
The temptations of the enemy which 
have the semblance of religion are the 
most artfuL What is called a religious 
oontroversy— -a dispute about the goveni* 
ment and discipline of Chiisttan ChuTohes 
—the modes of public worship and adU 
tnimstsriDg the ordinanees of 1 



nUTATK DBVOTIOM. .59 

*th» Lord's Siipp«r— or on 10010 abstraae 
ilMoIoffical ratject, often sacceedsi Per 
plezed with the discordant opinions of 
the oontroTertistSy the pious Christian 
laudably resolves to examine and weigh 
lor himself the arguments on both sides; 
on the issue of his inquiry much depends* 
Ify happily, he discovers that the disputa* 
tion does not relate to matters affecting 
religion itself, but to non-essentials, con- 
cerning which good men may decidedly 
differ, without £e smallest diminution of 
liberality, or Christian forbearance, to- 
wards those of a contrary opinion; it is 
well. His perplexity ceases, and liis 
heart is enlarged in Christian love towards 
all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity; and he finds additional plea« 
sure in his secret prayers, when, in giv* 
ing vent to the pious feelings of his soul* 
he copiously intercedes for the universal 
Church of Christ. But if, unhappily, be 
conceives the disputable articles to be 
very important^ and imbibes a controver- 
sttl spirit, he receives a wound materially 
•ffeotiiig his spiritual health — his mental 
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appetite becomes vitiated — he eaimat 
feed on the most important truths miless 
the mode of serving them up precisely fit 
his humour. His zeal is soon diverted 
to a new channel, and his thoughts are 
wholly occupied with arguments in sup- 
port of his favourite position. He begins 
to feed, as it were, on the very husks of 
religion. A vast declension in spiritual 
things takes place in him, and he per- 
ceives it not. He frequently neglects 
private prayer: (not voluntarily indeed, 
but) having his mind fully occupied with 
things that have the semblance of reli- 
gion, he forgets to retire; when he recol- 
lects himself he hastens to his closet 
should the work of his favourite author in 
the controversy be near his Bible, he 
cannot resist the temptation to read just a 
page or two in that. He reads : he finds 
his time almost gone ; the reading of the 
Scriptures is postponed to a more convo- 
nient opportunity, that he may spend his 
few remaining moments in prayer. With 
his lips he goes over, as it were, mechan- 
ically, a few important petitions, whilst a 
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multitade of thoughts are ixtsliing ioto hia 
mind. This corroborates his own argu- 
ment ; that refutes the argument of an 
opponent. He rises from his knees with 
a mind, as he conceives, stored with wis- 
dom: he feels himself qualified, had he 
the power, to reorganize the church, to 
introduce such a mode of worship and dis- 
cipline, and so to define the most abstruse 
points of doctrine, as would, unquestioa- 
ably, meet the views and wishes of all, 
and effectually put his opponents to the 
blush. But where is that humility, that 
Christian love, that hatred of s^n, that 
watchfulness against pride, self-conceit, 
and vain-glory, wliich the Christian ought 
ever to seek diligently and earnestly in 
private prayer 1 Alas, the crown is fallen 
from his head ! 

Non-essentials have no place in heaven; 
doubtful disputations never enter there ^ 
controversial knowledge is no qualifica- 
tion or meetness for the saints in light 
Happy is he who avoids disputes about 
things indifferent, and learns to admire, 
in the Scriptuies, the depths he cannot 
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Teach, and to adoie the mysteries, he can- 
not comprehend. 

If the Christian conceive in his heart 
an excessive desire c^ some temporal 
good, how lawful soever the possession of 
Sie thing may he in itself, the effect will 
be very mndlar: spiritaal declension will 
succeed, and ]>rivate prayer will be ne- 
glectM ; thoagh less in the form, probably 
Qian in the spirit of it. 

An inordinate desire of any thing, not 
inseparably connected with religion, en- 
grosses the attention, and pre-occupies 
die thoughts to the exclusion of medita- 
tion, the handmaid of private devotion ; 
and like ^Mhe cares of this world** in ge- 
neral, and '^the deceitfnlness of riches** 
in particular, chokes the precious seed, 
and renders it unfruitful. With lus af- 
fections thus embarrassed, the Christian 
may retire to hb closet, but the object 
which he is pursuing with impassioned 
ardour will follow him thither. He may 
bend his knees, bat the ardently desirsd 
good will present itself, in its most en- 
gtging fomu, to his imagination, and 
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poHf^Ms hig thoughts. He may draw 
nigh unto God with his lips, ** but his 
hoart will be far from him ;** for "where 
his treasure is, there will his heart be al- 



so." 



Should an apparently favourable op- 
portunity present itself for pursuing the 
object of his inordinate desire, at the ve- 
ry period of time he has been aecostom- 
ed to retire for private prayer, a barter of 
time succeeds. His prayers are deferred 
to another opportunity, and the present 
fortunate moment, as he conceive^ ea- 
gerly seized as most jdt for prosecuting 
bis uvourite schemes. But no time is 
f(iund for his secret devotions, till the ac- 
customed period again returns. Thus in 
the form, as well as the spirit of it, is se- 
cret prayer neglected, through an inor- 
dinate desire of some temporal good.— - 
He who has left his first love should rt^ 
member from whence he hath fallen^ and 
repentf and d7 his first works* (Rev. ii. 



Whatever he the cause, the neglect, of se* 
crel prayer is culpable and dangerous. 

It gives the enemy an advantage 
against the soul, and, by damping the 
ardour of spiritual affections, strengthens 
inbred corruptioiis. It fosters spiritual 
sloth, engenders earthly mindednesst 
blunts the edge of conscience, indaces a 
laxity of Christian morals, and eventual* 
ly, if persevered in, an indisposition to 
the public duties of religion. It should 
be dreaded as an alarming indication of 
indilTerence to the promised help of the 
Holy Spirit, and an awful slighting of the 
rich mercies tendered to us in the gos- 
pel. How very different is every in- 
stance of real neglect, in its character 
and consequences, to that imaginary kind 
over which the pious Christian some** 
times mourns. Incapacitated for retiring 
to his closet, by some bodily disease* 
which renders the constant attendance 
of another person upon him necessary* 
he is deprived of the opportunities of pri- 
vate devotion, for which he thirstsi and 



i« frBqaentlyiDtcrittpteil when rmoMj 
caUing on his God. Being thus praveaU 
ed from pouring oat hie heart before the 
Lord, with all that copiousneaa and en- 
largement he could desire [thoogh he 
prays sincenely and very eaniefldy in Uie 
way of ^iAcolationJ he feels & deficien- 
cy; and, without considering the cir- 
cumstances under which he is placed^ 
suspects himself of neglect^ and is mneh 
grieved. This is his infirmity ; it b not 
neglect, though it seems to him to be 
such. If the cause were removed, the 
effect would immediately cease. He 
does not voluntarily absent himairif from 
his closet; his heart is still thert; and 
thither would he resgj^ if nsetored to 
health. In the meantime, the secret as- 
pirations of his soul will he favomably 
regarded, and will ultimBt«ly be (^nly 
rewarded by his heavenly Fathei^ as 
prayers offered to him in secret. 

In like manner the Christian may sua* 
pect himself guilty of some neglect of se- 
cret prayer, when his mind is aflected, 
and his iemima] spirits are depressed with 

6 
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iMlie ' eorporal malady which does not 
oonfine him to his apartments, but unfits 
tds mind for exertion, and disqualifies 
him for bending hb knees in prayer, or 
pre^rents his continuinfr long in that po- 
mon. Under such an affliction he nay 
feel (if laieeling) much lassitude, his 
tihomrlitiK courosed, his desires languid, 
his afiections cold, his petitions faint, his 
praises inanimate, and be much grieyed ; 
ascribing it to an indisposition to private 
prayer, bordering on a neglect of die du- 
ty ; because, in another position of body, 
he feels himself very differently affected 
vdth spiritoal things. But, can this be 
neglect! Does it border upon it f He 
has a mind, a will, a heart, to pray in se- 
cret ; and,4iotwithstanding his bodily in- 
diflMMition, makes an effort to do so. — 
** The spirit is willing, but the fiesh is 
weak*" The lament^ deficiences of his 
prayers will be graciously pardoned, and 
his imperfect petitions mercifully accept- 
ed and answered ; for his heavenly Fa- 
ther, who seeth in secret, ^searcheth 
the heart, and knoweth what is the mind 



of the spirit^ (Rom. riii. 27.0 and will 
register the sorrowful ughingB of hie 
contrite onee* to be openly rewardedv in 
the Last Great Day. 

If will, doabtlessy be evident to thoee 
who are disposed to practise it — that se- 
cret prayer is the duty of all ; that its Ad- 
vantages are many and great ; and that 
the neglect of it is sinful and dangeroos. 
For the benefit of such shall be £lded a 
few directions for a devout discharge M 
so important and necessary a duty* 
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CHAP. ni. 

A new DXBBCnoHS fob ▲ OKYOUT 

GHAB6B or THUS IMFOBTANT ARD HB- 
CnSART DUTY. 



Private Prayer^ as a means^ tends ta 
counteract the corrupt worhvy^s of the 
hearty and to give a proper has to the 
faculties of vie sow; U should there* 
fore be performed frequenilff* 

It is far better to pray often^ than to 
make long prayers. As in our taking tn- 
quently a temperate supply of fresh nou* 
riahment, the Lord providentially repairs 
the continual wastes of our bodiesy and 
keeps the fluids in a healthy state ; so, in 
oar frequent use of private prayer, he gra* 
aously restores the soul (Ps. zziiL 3.|} and 
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causes it to prosper and be in health. (3 
John 2.) The Christian, therefore, can* 
not too frequently contemplate and desire 
heavenly treasures. He cannot too fire* 
quently approach his blessed Sayiour, and 
hold communion uith his God in secret 
prayer. 



The fittest season should he taken for 
this sacred duty, 

SoMV, who are subject to drowsiness in 
the after part of the day, prefer the morn- 
ing, before their minds have been occu- 
pied, and their spirits damped, with tem- 
poral concerns. And it is doubtless most 
fit that God should be worshipped b^ every 
one, before he enters on the business of 
the day. Others, who are constitutionally 
heavy and dull in the morning, and almost 
unlit for any tiling, are quite alert in the 
evening, and exempt from that heaviness^ 
of which so many complain, as peculiarly 
uniitting them for prayer. Every one. 
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therefore, must be led to dctermuie, 
which, in his case, are the fittest parts of 
the day to be the stated periods of his pri- 
vate devotions. But the Christianas ex- 
pel ience varies. There are seasons when 
he feels his mind more than usually so- 
lemnized, and every thing connected with 
religion appears to him of the utmost im- 
{H>rtance. His conscience at one time is 
peculiarly tcndci, his soul within him 
deeply humbled under a sense of sin, his 
heart broken and contrite, and he is very 
sorrowful. At another, his faith in the 
promise of €rod is vigorous, his hope ani- 
mated, his love to the Saviour ardent, and 
he is very thankful. Seasons like these 
should be embraced, as especially fit to 
be extraordinarv times of secret devotion. 



The Christian should be constant in the 
discharge of his duty. 

It is not very probable that the incal- 
culable benefits of it should be experi- 
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menUily known by those who retire to 
their closets by fits and starts only. If it 
be necessary for a man to pray in secret, 
when he is suffering from the upbraidings 
9f his conscience, or smarting under the 
rod of affliction; it is equally so in the 
;ime of prosperity, when it is probable, 
kis danger is greater, and fresh trials may 
iwait Imn. The Christian should ''pray 
without ceasing." Not actually, inaeed, 
for private prayer, like every other kind, 
must have its intermissions ; but the heart 
should be in a disposition for it, at all 
times, in all places, and under all circum* 
stances, and in the actual practice of it, at 
fit times, he should persevere. It is not 
he who begins in the spirit and ends in 
the flesh, but he thatendureth to the end* 
that will be saved* 
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hnportant as secret prayer is, and ne» 
cessary to Ms sauPs healthy it must not 
be trusted in. 

bfooJiT alone is the foandation of our 
hope. If we are not interested in hiin« 
we may perish with the words of prayer 
on our lips. (Matt. xxv. 11, 12.) It is 
^the Saviour^s free grace, infinite mercy, 
'everlasting love — -^is full, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfac- 
tion — ^his pure, spotless, perfect, and glo- 
rious righteousness, which form the proper 
basis of the Christian's trust and confi- 
dence. Ho must not therefore trust in 
his prayers, but in his Sanour; and 
do|ut>tle88 the enemy of his sooi will trem» 
ble to see him go to, and leave his closett 
trusting and glorying alone in Jesus. 
Thrice happy is he, whose secret prayers 
lead him, as the star led the eastern Magi, 
to the feet of the Saviour ! — and who, like 
them, when there, is disposed willingly to 
oflfer the choicest and best things he ha&» 
not indeed ** gold and frankincense and 
myrrh,** but himself, his soul and body. 
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|o be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacri- 
fice unto God.'* 



The Christum, in all hu prayers^ should 
look well to his heart, 

^HB eye of God is then, in an especial 
manner, upon it. He does not look at 
the eloquence, the length, the number of 
the prayers, but at the sincerity of the 
heart. He approves, accepts, and rewards 
no prayer, but that in which the heart is 
engaged. It is not the lifting up of the 
voice, liie wringing of the hands, or the 
smiting on the breast, that he regards, 
bat the motions of the heart. He hears 
with approbation no more Uian the heart 
speaks in sincerity. 
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Every prayer should he offered m thi 
name of Jesus, 

Through him alone we hare acceaa 
with boldness to the throne of grace. He 
is our advocate with the Father. When 
the believer appears before God in secret, 
the Saviour appears also: for he "ever 
liveth to make intercession for us." He 
hath not only directed us to call upon his 
Father as •* Our Father," and to ask him 
' to supply our daily need, and to forgive 
us our trespasses; but hath graciously 
assured us that ** whatsoever (we) shall 
ask in his name, he will do it, that the Fa- 
ther may be glorified in the Son." (John 
xiv. 13.) And saith (14th verse,) ** if ye 
shall ask any thing in my name, I will do 
It." And again (John xvi. 33, 34.) 
•* Verily, verily, I say unto you, whatso- 
ever ye shall ask the Father in my name 
he will give it you. Hitherto have ye 
asked nothing in my name ; ask, and ye 
shaU receive, that your joy may be folL** 
All needtul blessings suited to our various 
situations and circumstances in thb mor- 
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tal life, — all that will be necessary for as 
in the hoar of death, and all that can mi- 
nister to our felicity in a world of glory* 
hath he gracioasly promised, and given 
118 a command to ask for, in his name. 
And what is this but to plead, when pray- 
ing to our heavenly Father, that Jesus 
hath sent us ; and to ask and expect the 
blessings foi his sake alone ? 



Expect therefore an answer to prayer, 

^ I WILL make an altar (said the vene« 
rable patriarch Jacob) unto God, who an- 
swered me in the day of my distress, and 
was with me in the way which I went.** 
(Gen. XXXV. 3.) He expected the bless- 
ing which he asked of the Loid, and iii 
tiie dispensations of Providence towards 
hun he received the answer to his prayer. 

God is faithful, who hath promised. 
He saith, concerning every one wno 
''hath set bis love upon'* him, ** He shall 
call upon me and I will answer him , 1 
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will be with him in trouble ; I will delir^i 
him and honour him." (Ps. xci. 14, 15.) 
His promises are evidently designed to 
direct us in our supplicationsi and to ex« 
cite in us an expectation of th«r fulfil* 
ment. And what is prayer, but the oflfer- 
ing up of the desires of the heart for 
some good tiling, which the Lord hath di* 
rectly or indirectlypromised in his holy 
word to bestow 1 The very a t itself im- 
plies that a blessing may be vouchsafedy 
in answer to our petitions ; and his pro- 
mises assure us there will; though the 
time and manner of conferring it are re- 
served to himself: and he best knows 
what will suit us, and the best possible 
time of bestowing it. Therefore he who 
obeys the divine precepts heartily, pleads 
the promises in prayer perseveringly, waits 
their fiilfilment patiently, and is content 
if God be glorified, though himself bo 
not gratified, may confidently expect sea- 
sonable and suitable answers to all the 
prayers he offers in sincerity at a throne 
of gracei in the name of Jesus 
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** It cannot be supposed that persons who 
use the following forms of prayer are under 
the necessity of confining themselves to eve* 
ry expression and sentiment in them. Anr 
words or sentences may be added, omitted, 
or changed, as they see occasion, to suit 
dieir present state, their own ju^ment of 
things, and their circumstances. For it can 
never be expected that the same method or 
form of private prayer should suit all per- 
sons at all times. It is impossible that a 
serious Christian can present to Grod in se- 
cret prayer all his wants, all his sorrows, all 
his dearest and most important concerns, in 
a few general sentences prs-eomposed by 
another." 
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AN OTTRODUCTORT 

MEDITATION ON PRAYER 

BT BISHOP WILSON. 



How good is God ! who will not onlj 
give us what we pray for, but will reward 
us for going to him, and laying our wants 
before him. 

May I always present myself before 
God, with a firm faitli and hope in his pro- 
mises and mercy ; — ^with great reverence 
to his infinite majesty ; — ^with the humi- 
lity of an offender; — and with a full pur- 
pose of keeping of God's commandments. 

May the thoughts of eternity quicker4 
my devotions ; — my wants make me ear- 
nest; my backslidings make me perse- 
vere; — ^and may I never wilfully give 
way to any distracting thou^ts. 

May I wait with patience, and leave it 
to thee, my God and Father, how and 
when to grant my petitions. 
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He that has learned to pray as he ought, 
has got the secret of an holy life. 

It is of greater advantage to us than we 
imagine that God does not grant onr pe- 
titions immediately. We ieam by thal^ 
that whereunto we have already attained* 
it was the gift of God. 

The best way to prevent wandering in 
prayer is not to let the mind wander too 
much at other times; but to have God 
always in our minds in the whole course 
of our lives. The end of prayer is not to 
inform God, but to give a man a sight of 
his own misery ; to raise his so*il towards 
heaven ; and to put him in mind xh%t there 
is his Father and his inheritance. 



* 



MORNING PRAYERS. 



SUNDAY. 

Lord, I desire to begin the day and 
the week with thee. Let a solemn aense 
of thy presence be upon my mind ; and 
while 1 ofier my sapplicationB, in tho 
name of my (mly Mediator* the Loid Je* 
SOS Christ, comrort my heart bv the aaaor- 
anee that thou art nigh unto all them that 
call upon thee, even all such as call upon 
Uiee faithfully. 

1 acknowledge before tiiee, O Loid, 
how unworthy I am to be numbered with 
thy children, for I have sinned against 
thee, and thy wrath might justly have 
eonsumed me in a moment, and have sent 
me down to hell: — but thou haat haul 
mercy on me, and hast made known xoktm 
me by thy word how I may besaived. 

I uiank thee, O Lord, fo^ iiie epportu- 

6 
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nities which I am invited to enjoy thia 
day, o( hearing those blessed truths, the 
knowledge of which is essential to the 
salvation of my sottl. Oh! give me 
grace diligently to attend to thy word, en- 
able me to understand it, and make me 
anxious to improve by it ; that the ser- 
mons which I hear may not rise up against 
nie at the great day. 

Bless, O gracious God, the ministers 
of thy Gospel, especially my own, who 
show unto us the vmy of salvation. Do 
thou teach them, tliat they may be able to 
teach us. O Lord, may thy word this 
day awaken my conscience, that I mar 
see more evil in the nature of sin, more 
danger from the guilt of it, and be more 
earnest to secure an interest in Christ, She 
only Saviour. 

I beseech thee, O Lord, to keep me 
this day from all worldly thoughts and 
words; and may thy Spirit suggest such 
things to my mind as are suitable to this 
holy part of my time. Oh, may I keep 
thy SaJibath in a becoming manner, and 
We It as the best, day of the seven, be- 
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{.Base it is a season dedicated to thy ser- 
vice ! Preserve me, whilst in thy house, 
from a stupid and a wandering frame; 
strengthen my memory to retain what I 
hear, and make this day a time of real 
benefit to my soul, for which I may have 
reason to bless thee to all eternity, for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen* 
Our Father, &c. 



MONDAY. 

Almighty and most merciful Father ! 
thou art a God that hearest prayer; and 
I am encouraged to draw nigh unto thy 
throne of grace, most humbly beseeching 
thee to look upon me, according to thy 
tenner mercy in Jesus Christ. I confess 
itty daily offences ac^ainst thee, in thought, 
word, and deed. If thou shouldst be ex- 
treme to mark what is done amiss, O 
Lord, who might abide it! Deal not 
with me afler my sins, neither reward 
me after mine iniquities. I bless thee 
for that all-prevailifig adYocate, Jesus 
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Christ, the righteous: by his cross and 
intercession, good Lord, deliver me. 

I am now about to enter upon the 
worldly employments of another week : 
strengthen me with thy grace, that these 
may not withdraw my heart from thee, 
nor make me negligent of my soul, and 
my salvation. May the influences of the 
Sabbath rest upon me through the week; 
and may the solemn and blessed tniths 
which I heard yesterday, in the house oi 
prayer, abide in my memory and direct 
my conduct! 

With many thanks for thy mercies du- 
ring the past night, I now cast myself up* 
. on thy protection, not knowing what this 
day may bring forth ; but trusting in that 
wisdom which cannot err, and in that love 
which cannot fail ; do thou appoint my 
lot as seemeth good to both. Father, 
not my will, but thine be done ! Preserve 
me £rom temptation ; preserve me from 
sin; preserve me from my own evil 
heart ; and if I am permitted to see the 
close of this day, let me look back upon 
it, as one in which I have walked with 



Ciod ; through Jesas Christ, mj Redeem- 
er and Advocate. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



I 



TUESDAY. 

[Dr. Johnson. 

O God, who desirest not the death of 
a sinner, look down with mercy on me, 
now daring to call upon thee. Let thy 
Holy Spirit so purify my affections and 
exalt my desires, that my prayers may 
be acceptable in thy sight, through Jesus 
Christ. 

O merciful God, full of compassion, 
long suffering, and of great pity, who 
sparest when we deserve punishment, 
and in thy wrath thinkest upon mercy, 
make me earnestly to repent and to be 
heartily sorry for all my misdoings; 
make the remembrance of them so bur- 
thensome and painful, that I may flee un- 
to thee with a troubled spirit and a con- 
trite heart ; and, O merciful Lord, visit, 
comfort, and relieve me ; cast me not out 
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of thy presence, and take not thy Holy 
Spirit nam me, but excite in me true re 
pentance ; give mc in this world know* 
ledge of thy tmth, and confidence in thy 
mercy, and in the world to come lifti 
everlasting. Forgive the days and yean 
which I have passed in folly, idleness, 
and sin ; fill me with such sorrow for the 
time mis-spent, that I may amend my 
life according to thy holy word ; strength- 
en me against sin, and enable me so to 
perform every duty, that whilst I live I 
may serve thee in that state to which 
thou hast called me, and at last, by a holy 
and happy death, be delivered from the 
straggles and sorrows of this life, and ob* 
tain eternal happiness, by the mercy and 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



WEDNESDAY. 

[Bp. Bloomfiitid 

O God, thou art my God ; early will 1 
•eek thee. Thou art good, and doest 
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good to all ; thy mercy b oTcr all th? 
works. 

Unworthy as I am to offer unto thee 
auy sacrifice, tbou hast appointed anto me 
a great High Priest, in wiiose name I 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that 
1 ma; find mercy and grace to help me 
in time of need. 

Grant that the frequency and earnest- 
ness of lay prayers may be proportioned 
to the greatness of my wants. Make me 
to rejoice in every opportunity of wor 
i^ipping thy divine Majesty, and pre- 
serve me from the sin of drawing near Ui 
thee with my lips, while my heart is far 
from thee. 

I humbly thank thee, Lord, that thou 
hast preserved me through the night 
past, and hast renewed unto me thy good- 
ness this morning. Take me again into 
tliy guidance and protection during the 
day; and so govern me by thy grace, 
that I may neither think nor speak, not 
do any thing this day which may dis- 
please thee or wound my own souL As- 
sist me to be sincere and heartv in dedi- 
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catifig myaelf^ my soal and body, to thy 
senrice. Preserve me from the power M 
evil ; from the sin that doth so easily be- 
set me ; from the lasts of the flesh, and 
the vanities of a wicked world. 

Send thy good Spirit to direct and 

?;uide me in the ways and works of god- 
iness: purify my affections ; enliven my 
devotion; teach me how to pray, and 
how to hear, and read, and profit by thy 
holy word. Make me a Christian, not 
only in name, but also in heart and in 
hope. Teach me the value of my soul 
and the salvation which has been wrought 
for it by Christ Jesus. May I never be 
ashamed of confessing him before men ; 
but, amidst all discouragements and diffi- 
culties, give me boldness to show my- 
self his true disciple. 

Let my conversation be such as becom- 
eth his gospel ; and whatsoever I do in 
word or in deed, let me do all in his 
name, giving thanks to God and the Fa- 
ther through him. And let the words of 
my month) and the meditation of my 
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^eart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, 
my 6treng:th, and my Redeemer. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



THURSDAY. 

[Hannah More. 

Lord God Almighty, I thank thee 
/or having preserved me through the past 
iught, and for granting me health and 
strength for my duties on this day. — 
Blessed be the Lord for all his mercies ; 
for giving me food to eat and raiment to 
put on, and for delivering me from many 
evils which my sins have justly deserved. 

1 thank thee especially, O Lord, for the 
gift of Jesus Christ thy Son. I confess 
before thee my exceeding guilt, and I 
pray thee, for Christ's sake, to pardon 
my offences, and to receive my soul 
when 1 die. 

I beseech thee also, for his sake, to 
grant unto me the help of thy Holy Spi- 
rit, that I may be enabled to follow my 
Saviour's example, and to do whatsoever 
he liath commanded. May I be patient. 
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humble, kind, and merciful ; endeavoar 
ing to do good unto all men, and forgiv* 
ing those who trespass against me, even 
as I hope to be forgiven. Grant me grace 
this day diligently to perform its duties* 
and to be true and just in all my dealings, 
doing unto others as I would they should 
do unto me ; and help me, Lord, to re 
strain my tongue, and to subdue my evil 
tempers, and to live in temperance, so- 
berness, and chastity. Save me from 
those sins which in times past have most 
easily beset me; strengthen me, O Lord, 
for all that awaits me ; carry me through 
all my difficulties and troubles, and help 
me, day by day, to grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of my Lord and Saviour. 
These prayers I humbly ofier up in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Oiu: Father, &c. 



FRIDAY. 

Almighty and adorable God, permit- 
ted by thy goodness to come again into 
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thy presence, I would begin the day with 
praise to thee, who hast given me a night 
of mercy. Bless the Lord, O my soul ; 
and all that b within me, bless his holy 
name! 

I would sanctify all the employmente, 
and all the events of this day, by placing 
myself and them in thy care, humbly 
and earnestly beseeching thee to over- 
rule all tilings concerning me to thy glo* 
ry, and the good of my soul. Unto thee 
do I lift up mine eyes, thou that dwell- 
est in the heavens ! O take me into thy 
protection, bodily and spiritually. I am 
ignorant, let thy Spirit teach me ; I am 
guilty, let me obtain pardon through the 
blood of thy Son; I am a wandering 
sheep, let thy love lead me to the Sav- 
iour's fold ; I am in danger from ene- 
mies who lie in wait for my soul; what 
then is my hope 1 Truly my hope is even 
in thee. Hold up my goings in thy paths, 
that my footsteps slip not ; keep me as 
the apple of thine eye ; hide me under 
the shadow of thy wings. 

I am in the midst of an ensnaring 
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world ; O thou God of all prace, prcserre 
me from the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life ! Teach 
me that the world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof; while only they who do thy 
will ahide for ever. Let me place tliee, 
O my unerring director, always hefore 
me ; be thou at my right hand continual- 
ly, lest I make shipwreck of faith and of 
a good conscience. Leave me not, nei- 
ther forsake me, O Grod of my salvation ! 
for thy dear Son Jesus Christ^s sake.— * 
Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY. 

[Bp. Bloomfield. 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
who, for my many sins conmiitted agamst 
thee, mightest most justly have cut me 
oflf in the midst of my days, I humbly 
thank thee, that in the multitude of thy 
mercies thou hast hitherto spared me. 

Accept, I beseech thee, my unfeigned 
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sorrow for my past transgressions; and 
grant that 1 may never so presume upon 
thy mercy, as to despise the riches of 
thy goodness : but let a sense of thy for- 
bearance and long-suffering work in me 
repentance and amendment of life, to thy 
honour and glory, and to my final accept- 
ance in the last day, throu^ the merits 
of my Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Keep alive in me, O Lord, a true spirit 
of devotion; and preserve me from the 
great sin of praying to thee with my Ups 
only, and not wkh my heart and mind. 

Convince me of my entire dependance 
npon thee ; quicken me in the pursuit of 
things eternal ; that I may continually 
press forward to obtain the prize of our 
high calling in Christ Jesus. 

Dispose me, I beseech thee, rightly 
to discharge the duties of this day. 
Watch over my path ; compass me about 
with thy favour ; preserve me in my go- 
ing out and coming in ; and direct all my 
steps in the way of thy commandments. 

Make me truly honest and conscien- 
tious in all my dealings ; diligent in th* 
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performance of my duty ; innocent i:. m^ 
conversation; meek, charitable, and for* 
giving towards others ; watchful over my 
self, and ever mindful of thy presence. 

Sanctify unto me my crosses and afflic 
tions, if it be thy good pleasure to afflict 
me : and give me such a measure of pa- 
tience and godly resolution, that I may 
be willing to take up my cross daily, and 
to follow the Lamb, whithersoever he 
goeth. 

O Lord, if I have now asked any thing 
amiss, I pray thee pardon my ignorance 
and infirmity; and whatsoever is good for 
me, even if I ask it Jiou be pleased to 
grant to me, in the name and for the sake 
of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate* Amen. 

Our Father Jkc. 
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EVENING PRAYERS. 



SUNDAY. 

AiiMiGHTr and most merciful Father, 
blessed be thy name, that I have again 
heard the gospel of thy grace, and the 
invitations of my Savionr. 1 adore thee 
for that word, which is a light unto my 
feet, and a lantern to my paths ; and, above 
all, for my hope of peace ^vith thee, 
through the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the sin of the world. make the 
duties of his Gospel and the calls of his 
goodness more dear to my heart, that I 
may glorify him in my body and in my 
spirit, which are his ! 

I thank thee, gracious God, for that un- 
deserved compassion which has cast my 
lot in a Christian land. O make me more 
anxious to show forth this gratitude, not 
only with my lips, but in my life, by giv- 
ing up myself to thy service, and by walk- 
mg before thee in holiness and righteous- 
ness aU my days. Teach me, by thy 
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Holy Spirit, that all my means of graee 
and aU my opportanities of salyation must 
be accounted for in the day of judgment; 
and that to whom much is giren, from 
them will much be required. 

Grant, O merciful God, that the Sab- 
bath now closing may promote thy glory, 
and set forward the suVation of men, es- 
peciaUy of those with whom I have wor- 
shipped ; that sinners may be converted, 
and that Christ may see in them of the 
travail of his soul and be satisfied ! 

Hare mercy, God of love, upon my 
relations, and upon all who are near and 
dear unto me ; and give them that god- 
liness which is profitable for all things; 
which halh the promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come. 

I commend myself to thy merciful pro- 
tection this night. Be my defence in the 
hours of sleep and darkness ; and if I am 
pennitted to see the light of another day, 
unite and sanctify my afiections to love 
thee more and serve thee better ; for Ja- 
Christ's sake. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 
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MONDAY. 

O God, my Creator, Preserrery and Be- 
nefactor ! ia the ever adorable name of 
the Lord Jesus, 1 approach thee with 
Che sincerest reverence and humility, 
to pay the last acknowledgements of this 
day to thee, before my eyes are closed 
with sleep. I praise and magnify thy 
name for all thy mercies; particularly at 
this time, for thy preservation of me 
through the past day, and for that tender 
care and guidance of thy merciful provi- 
dence, by which I have been defended 
fjpom the great and innumerable duigera 
of soul and body, with which this imper- 
fect state so much abounds. Whatf^verof 
good or happines I enjoy, irom thy favour 
I derive it, and to thee I give the praise. 
My sinful imperfections a^ my £uling8» 
my truisgressions and neglMls, in many 
instances, of thy law and m^uty, 1 tmly 
lament, and take the shame of ^em to 
myseli^ humbly beseeching thee to give 
me true repentance. O forgive me, for 
thy dear Son's sake, whatsoever thou 
hast seen amiss in any part of my con- 
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dnet through the past day, and wash awav 
all tBif mm in that atmihig blood whick 
was ohed lor siiuien. Lord, in mercy 
takft ma^ and all with whom I am con- 
ceniedy into thy oare and protection 
through this night, pefend ns, if it be 
thy holy will, from all the designs of 
enl meoy and from eyery thing terrible 
and hurtfal ; and lead ns all in the paths 
of holiness, throngh thy fatherly goodness 
and lore to mankind, deelared by thy Son 
Jssus Christ oar Lord, to whom be gUarf 
for ev«r and ever ! Amen. 
Oar Father, Ac 



TUESDAT. 

O LatD God Almighty, I bless thee lor 
aH the memifls of the past day, and I 
pray th.se nArto take me onder thy eaie, 
and to daliyer m? from all the penis and 
dneus of this night. Preserre me O 
Iisra, both in body and seal, from eyery 
0i«B»iand keep me from all sinful thoiights 
wImb Ian abirat to dose n^ eysa in sleep. 



And pavdon»I beseech thee, ril myof^ 
fences, for the sake of Jesus Chriit. I 
confess, O Lord, that I hare this day left 
undone many things which I onght to 
have done, and done many things which 
I oaght not to hare done. Pardon all my 
firide and vanity, my idleness and self-in« 
(lalgence, my impatience, fretfulnees, and 
discontent. Pardon, O Lord, all the nu^ 
and angry words which I have this day 
spoken, and all the sinful thoughts which 
have arisen up in my mind, and which 
! have not been careful to resist. And 
especially, I pray thee, to pardon my for- 
getAilness of tliee, my God, and my want 
of gratitude and love to Jesus Christ.-^ 
F^NT these and all my other sins which 
from time to time I have committed, I 
here implore thy pardon and forgiveness, 
in the aame of my most merciful Sa- 
viour. 

And, since I know that my life is so 
short and uncertain, help me, day by day, 
to think of my latter end. Lord, grant 
me grace so to live, that I may not be 
afraM to die: and do thou receive my 
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8oaI at last into tlune eternal kingdomr 
Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



WEDNESDAY. 

ALMiGimr and merciful Lord, T pralsn 
thee for the mercies of the past day, and 
I desire to commend myself to thy 
watchful providence during the sUent 
hours of this night. thou shepherd of 
Israel! who never slumberest nor sleeps 
est, watch over me as one of thy flock: 
emhrace, with the arms of thy mercy, 
and bring into thy fold, all my friends 
and relations, and brethren of mankind, 
that so, at last, there may be one fold 
under one shepherd, Jesus Christ 

O Lord, pardon my sins of this day, 
as well as the sins ot* my past life, for 
the sake of him whom thou ladest with 
the iniquity of us all. May I be daily 
renewed in the spirit of my mind, by the' 
regenerating inftuences of the Holy 
Ghost. May I be enabled to set titee, 
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Lord, alwajTs before mine eyes ; irasU 
ing in thy gracioas proinlses, and living 
in humble dependance upon thee* May 

1 receive the blessings of the Fathers 
love, through faith in the finished saWa* 
lion of the Son. 

Hear me, O Ijord, for thy mercy is 
great; and may the words of my mouth, 
proceeding from the meditation of my 
heart, be always acceptable in thy sight, 
throufifh Jesus Christ, my strength, and 
my Redeemer. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



THURSDAY. 

[Bp. Bloaaiii«ld. 

Alauohtit Lord, pardon, I beseech 
thee, the sins of which I have this day 
lieen guilty; consider the weakness of 
my nature ; and, for thy dear Son^ssake, 
be not extreme to mark what is done 
amiss. I magnify thy goodness, which 
has so long spared me, and has granted me 
so much time for repentance ; give mo 
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Uniee that I may heoceforth turn it to 
better accoant. 

Enable me, this night, to shake off all 
worldly cares and dedres, and to medi« 
tate upon thee : let thy Holy Spirit be pre- 
sent with me in my devotions, to purify 
my heart, and to bring before me the 
things wbich concern my peace, and to 
inspire me with godly resolutions. 

Above all things, make me rightly to 
understand thine infinite mercy in the re- 
demption of mankind by Jesus Christ, 
and diligently to avail myself of all my 
privileges, as his disciple, and thy child 
oy adoption and grace. . 

heavenly Father, I commit myself to 
thy holy keeping this night, and desire to 
rest securely under the shadow of thy 
protection. Defend me from all perils 
and dangers, and especially from those 
which may assault and hurt the eouU — 
Prepare me by comfortable repose for the 
duties of the morrow ; and grant that I 
may rise disposed and strengthened foi 
ihj service as a faithful and diligent di»> 
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Mple of thy ble«ed Son ; in 
Irartherpny: 
Our Father, &e. 



FRIDAY. 

In an humble acknowledgment of my 
manifold sins and iniquities, which I ftom 
time to time, and more especially Ihk 
day, have committed against Thee, both 
in thought, word, and deed, I now pros- 
trate myself before thee, O Lord of hea- 
ven and earth, beseeching thee, fbr tiie 
sake of Jesus Christ, my only Lord aikl 
Saviour, to be merciful unto me. For- 
give me, Lord, that I have not render- 
ed unto thee according to thy mercy and 
loving-kindness; that I have been for- 
getful and disobedient, and have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight. Let 
thy Holy Spirit sanctify me througheol, 
and give me more and more grace and 
strength, whereby I may be enaUed to 
subdue all my sinful and eorrapt affKV 
tions ; grant that I may improve tho r*» 



104 PVTA.TI DBTOnON. 

mainder of my days with all posdble et:^ 
and give all diligenoe to make my caUi&f 
and election sure, that I may bo perae- 
yere therein mito death, that at last 1 
may attain everlasting life. 

Accept my praises and thanksgivings 
for all thy mercies vmichsafed me in this 
life, and tor the hopes of a better. And 
now that I am going to take my rest and 
sleep, let me consider that thou. Lord, 
only makest me to dwell in safety ; whe* 
ther I sleep or wake, live or die,' let me 
be found thine own, to thy eternal glory, 
and my everlasting salvation, through 
Jesna Christ. 

Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY. 

O my God, another week has jnsi 
passed away, and I am still in the land 
of the living, while so many of my feJ- 
low-creatures have passed from time in- 
to eternity. Blessed be €rod fox the con* 
tinoance of life and health, and fer 



■TSMOce PSAtns* 105 

prolonged opportunities of preparing for 
death and judgment ! 

O gracious God, let not this continu 
ance of mercy increase my condemna- 
tion, by encouraging me to commit sin, 
because hitherto tiune anger has been 
withheld iirom falling upon me. Let me 
not treasure up wratli unto myself against 
tlie day of wrath ; but teach me to num- 
ber my days, that I may apply my heart 
unto usisdom. 

Prepare me, most blessed God, by 
sleep and rest, to take my part in the 
duties of the Sabbath to-morrow. Give 
me that sense of sin wlilch leads to a full 
confession of its guilt, and to faith in the 
atonement of Christ for its pardon. Give 
me that adoring gratitude for all thy mer- 
cies, more especially for the great mercy 
of a Saviour, which may incline me to 
praise thee with joyful lips. Give me 
that sense of the value of my soul, and of 
the greatness of thy salvation, which 
may lead mfi to seek life and mercy with 
all my heart. O let not the coming Sab- 
bath be defectively used, like those 
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which are paaaed ; but let it be so Im- 
proved, by public and priTate means ef 
grace, as to adrance my meetneas for the 
aerrice of that eternal Sablnth that re- 
maineth for the people of God ; through 
the merit and medii^on of JeaaaChrkt 
Amen. 
Our Father, to. 






SHORT FORMS 

rOR MORHIKO AHD EYimil*. 



Hmm fmnm mty b* added to the followiBf Oqm- 
oonal Pnqran, and used initeMi oTtha prModuig, 
for tko Morning or Evening^* Devotion. 

Mormng, (1.) 

MisciFUL and ever-loving God, I bless 
thee for thy care over me the past night. 
Grant me thv protection through the en- 
suing day ; keep from me all evil ; and 
whatever thoa ordainest for me, in small 
or great events, may 1 remember that it 
is thy will, iind that I must cheerliilly 
take up my cross to follow the Lord Jesosi 
my Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



Morning* (^2,) 

Hravwlt Father, Lord God Alniifh* 
kjTt I oome to thee to implore thine aid awl 
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piotection through the ensoing day, and 
to offer thee thanks and praise for all thy 
mercies, and that of the past night's quiet 
rest. Make me to walk in thy ways, 
and so shall I be blessed. Give me the 
strength to do that which is righteous in 
thy sight, and may no allurements of gen« 
tleness or pleasure wile away my heart 
from thee. 

Make me diligent to do the day's work 
which is sot before me. And in all the 
trials of hourly existence, the infirmities 
of my temper and that of others, the 
crosses and disappointments of worldly 
hopes and cares, may I, Grod, lift up 
my heart unto thee, through Jesus Christ 
my Lord. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



. (1.) 



MncoruL Lord, take me this night 
under thy kind protection. Watch otw 
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ne iriiile I deep. If I wake in the night 
eeaaony may my meditation of thee be 
sweet, and my eool be glad in the Lord. 
If I am KMured to see the light of the re- 
turning day, may I riae from my bed to 
give all diligence to walk before thee to 
all well-pleasing. And whether I wake 
or sleep, live or die, may I be the Lord^s, 
for Jesns Christ^s sake. Amen. 
Onr Father, &c. 



Evenings (3.) 

I TBANK thee, O Lord, for the blessings 
which I have this day enjoyed. Grant 
me this night snch refreshing rest, that I 
may be better able to discharge the da- 
ties, and bear the burthens of another day, 
if thou shalt be pleased to add another 
day to my life. If my eyes should be 
kept waking, may my meditations on thee 
be useful to me. IHty my weakness, O 
mereiful God, and hear my imperfect pe- 
titions for the sake of the Lord Jeans 
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Chriikt, who ii touched vidi our intail' 
ties, to whom, as to our mercifid Hifh 
Prieet, be glory, for erer and erer*-^ 
Amen. 
Our Fathor, Sic, 



PRAYERS 

ra TAUOUt ooc 
PEAYEBL 

New Year's Day. 

[Rp. WOmk 

Blbssbd be God, who has brought me 
•afe to the beginning of another year ! 

My Ood, miike me truly sensible of this 
mercy, and give me grace to consider of- 
ten how short and how uncertain ray time 
IS ; that there is one year more of a short 
life passed over my head ; and that I am 
so much nearer eternity: — ^that I may in 
good earnest think of another life, and be 
so prepared for it, as that death may not 
overtake me unawares. 

Lord, pardon all my mispent time, 
and make me more diligent and careM to 
redeem it for the time to come, that when 
I come to the end of my life, I may look 
back with comfort on the days that ar» 
past. 
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Grant that I may begin this new fen 
with new resolutione of senring thee mora 
faithfiilly ; — and if, through infidelity oi 
negligence, I forget these good puiposesy 
the ^ood Lord awaken in me a senso 
of my danger. 

My heart is in thy hands, O God, as 
well as my time; O make me wise onto 
salyation ; that I may consider in this my 
day the things that belong unto my peace; 
and that I may pass this, and all the yean 
I have yet to live, in the comfortable hope 
of a blessed eternity, for the Lord Jesus* 
sake. Amen. 

Our FaUier, &c. 



PRATER n. 

Birih'Day. 

(Bp. 

BuuMED be God for my creation and 
Mrth ; for giving me a being from honest 
parents fearing God, and in a Christian 
and Protestant country ; — ^for the means 
of grace, the assistance of the Holy 
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Spirity and fi>r the hopes of jriory^-to all 
the known or unobeenred ravoan, proTi- 
dence8»and deliyeiancesy by which my life 
has hitherto been preserved; — moat num- 
bly beaeeching thee, my God and Father, 
to pardon my neglect or abuse of any of 
thy favours, and that I have so very much 
forgotten thee, in whom I Uve, and move, 
and have my being. 

Good Lord, forgive me the great wasie 
of my precious time,— the many days and 
years of health, and the many opportuni- 
ties of doing good, which I have lost ; and 
f' ve me grace, that for the time to come 
may be truly wise, that I may conmder 
my latter end, and work out my salvation 
with fear and trembling, ever remember^ 
ing that the night earned whenno man can 
work ; and that the day of my death may 
be better to me than the day of my birth. 

O gracious God, grant that before thou 
takest firom me that breath which thou 
gavestme, T may truly repent of the errors 
of my past life; that my sins may be for* 
givm. and my pardon sealed in Heaven; 
tne good Lord shaVl vouchsafe me a, 
8 
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better and an eyerlasiing life, thranii^ 
Chriet. Amen. 



PRAYER lU. 

Before receivtng the SacramenL (1.) 

[1^. Bloorafield. 

ALMieBTT God, whose blessed Son 
Jesus Christ, for the forglTeneas of our 
sins, did suffer death upon the cross; pre- 
pare me, I beseech thee, by thy grace, for 
the worthy celebration of that holy ordi- 
nance, which he was pleased to appoint 
for a continual remembrance of Ids death, 
for a pledge of his Iotc, and for a sign 
and means of grace, to my great and end« 
lees comfort. Make me to discern the 
Lord's body; to remember and adore the 
exceeding love of Christ my Saviour, in 
thus djring for me. Give me repentance 
onto life, not to be repented of. Endue 
me with a lively faith, a perfect love, and 
a universal charity. Enable me spiritual- 
ly to receive the body and blood of Christ 
ny Saviour ; that so all carnal affections 
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may die in me, and that all things belong* 
ing to the Spirit may live and grow in me s 
and that, being continually refreshed and 
strengtiiened by thy grace, I may perse* 
yere la all godliness unto my life^ end, 
and finally receive an everlasting recom* 
p<»n9e, through the merits of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Our Father^ &c. 



PRAYER IV. 

Before receiving the Sacrament* (3.) 

[Mra. Cornwallis 

Almightt God, merciful Father, by 
whose protection I have been preserved, 
and by whose clemency I have been spared* 
grant that the life thou hast prolonged 
may never be wasted in idleness, nor eor« 
ruptedby wickedness: let my future pur* 
poses be good, and let not my good pur* 
poses be vain. Take not from me thy 
Holy Spirit, but enable me so to comme* 
morate the death of thy dear Son, that I 
may be made partaker of his merits, and 
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finally for bis sake attain eyerlasCiag hap* 

Siness. Grant that this awful remem* 
raoce may strengthen my faith ; enliren 
my hope; increase my charity; that I 
may trust in thee with my whole heart; 
that 1 may ilo thy will with diligence, and 
auffer it with humble patience; so that, 
when thou shalt call me to judgment, I 
may obtain forriveness and acceptance, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 
Amen. 
Our Father, ^. 



PRAYER y. 

Confession of Sin, 

i A0KNOWI.BDGB, dear God, that I have 
deserved the greatestof thine indignntioR; 
that, if thou hadst dealt with me accord- 
mg to my desert? 1 should now be be* 
wuling my miseries in a sad eternity; 
Vut thy mercy and thy justice triumphing 
over my sins, thou hast still continued to 
me time for repentance. Thou hast 
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opened to me the gates of meroy and 
grace that I might glorify thee. God* 
grant that I may at length enter into 
these gates, and walk hereafter in parity 
and holiness, by the aid of thy Holy Spirit* 
through Jesiis Christ my Lord. Amen. 
Our Father, Sui. 



PRAVER VL 

For Repentance, 

(Blekentath. 
Thou, who by the right hand of the 
Father art exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour to give repentance and forgive- 
ness of sins, now, in tliis accepted time, 
I come to thee, for these great blessings. 
My heart is hard and impenitent," and 
little affected by my many sins and thy 
great goodness; 1 beseech thoe take 
away the stony heart, and give me a heart 
of flesh. Vouchsafe unto me that broken 
and contritd spirit which the High and 
Holy God will not despise. May thy 
sufferings, gracious Redeemer, touch and 
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melt my soul. Let the goodness of God 
lead me to repentance. Never leave me 
to myself and my own perverse, way« 
ward, and wandering: b^-art. O now 
bring me back, by thy Holy Spirit, to my 
heavenly Father ; and retuining to him, 
may I obtain his mercy, and find that he 
doesabumlantly pardon, for Jesus Christ^s 
sake. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



r&AYER VII. 

Far tite Pardon of 8iru 

[Bp. Taylor. 

O liORD, pardon all my sins, my light 
and rash words, the vanity and impiety of 
my tlioughts, my unjust and uncharitable 
actions, and whatsoever I have trans- 
gressed against thee. Behold, O God, my 
soul is troubled in the remembrace of my 
sins, in the frailty and sinfulness of my 
flesh, exposed to every temptation, and of 
itself not able to resist any. Lord God of 
mercy, I earnestly beg of thee to give a 
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f^at portion of thy grace, such as may 
lie safficient and effectual for the mortiii- 
oation of all my sins, vanities, and disor^ 
ders ; that, asj have formerly served my 
Just and unworthy desires, so now I may 
give myself up wholly to thy service and 
the studies of a holy life, through Jesus 
Christ our Ijord. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



PRAYER VIU 

For Faith, (l.) 

fBickantedi. 

Almighty God, Father oJTmercies, from 
whom Cometh every good and perfect gift* 
give unto me, I beseech thee, grace to be- 
lieve on the name of Christ. I believe ; 
Lord, help thou my unbelief! let me be 
strong in faitli« giving glory to thee, and 
having a full persuasion that thou wilt per- 
form all that thou hast promised. O help 
me to count all things but loss for the ex* 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord. Enable me so to believe, that 
Christ may. dwell in my heart : and I may 
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mmnely lore thee, my God, and _„ 
mgnedlj lore all my fellow-creaftiire% 
Hear me* for Chiist's sake. Amen. 
Oor Father, &c. . 



PRATER IX. 

T<yr FaUlu (2.) 

fHra. CornwaBn. 

O ■moTAL God, fountain of truth, in 
whom to believe is life everlasting, let 
thy grace descend with a mighty ppwei 
upon my soul. Inspire me with wi&dom, 
knowledge, and humility; and so sapctify 
my belief in thy revelations, that my heart 
may be filled with hope and confidence in 
thy gracious promises. Restrain, Lord, 
every vain imagination, and bring every 
proud thought into subjection to thy will, 
that no prejudice, no motive of self- 
interest, may interfere with my full belief 
in the pure and holy doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. Hear me, O God, in the name 
of Jesus ChrisL Amen. , 

Our Father. &c. 
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PRAYER X. 

For Strength to resist Temptations* 

FMn. Cornwallis. 

Almighty God, the Father of mer* 
wiesy soaree of holiness, the fountain of 
strength, grant me power to resist and 
overcome all temptations, and to guard 
against all dangers ; that I may not be the 
slave of accident or violence, of interest or 
passion, of fear or desire. I am encom- 
passed by infinnitles, surrounded by many 
dangerous allurements; my heart is de- 
ceitful, my passions awake, my duties are 
many and difficult, and my resolutions 
weak. be thou unto me wusdom, righte- 
ousness, saactification and redemption* 
Thou hast promised thy Spirit, to those 
who seek it. Grant that it may dwell 
with me; instruct, support, and encourage 
me in holiness, resignation, and every 
Christian virtue ; that I, being ready pre« 
pared for every good work, may grow to 
the full measure of the stature and fulness 
oi thee, my Saviour. Grant that my in- 
firmities may be fewer, and my graces 
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Stronger ; so that I may walk on steads 
fastly in the ways of thy laws, and the 
works of thy commandments ; and finally, 
through the merits and mediation of Jesus 
Christ, attain to that heavenly kingdom 
where is fulness of joy and pleasure for 
eveimore. Amen. 
Our Father. &c. 



PRAYER XI. 

For Watclifulness against Sin, (1.) 

[Bp. Taylor. 

TfiACH me to watch over all my ways, 
that I may never be surprised by sudden 
temptations or a careless spirit, nor re* 
turn to folly or vanity. Set a watch, O 
Lord, before my mouth, and keep the door 
of my lips, that I offend not with my 
tongue, either against piety or charity. 
Teach me to think of nothing but tliee, 
and what will promote thy service and 
glory; to speak of notliing but thee, and 
Uiy glories ; and to do nothing but what 
becomes thy servant, whom thine infinits 
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mercy, by the {graces of thy Holy Spirit* 
Uath sealed up to the day of redemption. 

Let all my passions and affections be so 
mortified and brought under the dominion 
of grace, that 1 may never, by deliberation 
and purpose; nor yet by levity, rashness, 
or incoiisideration, offend thy Divine Ma- 
jesty. Make me such as thou wouldst 
have me to be; strengthen my faith, con 
firm my hope, and gi^e me a daily in- 
crease of charity, that, this day and ever, 
I may serve thee according to all my op- 
portunities and capacities, growing from 
grace to grace ; till at last by thy mer- 
cies, I shall receive the consummation and 
perfection of grace in thy kingdom above, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



PRAYER xn. 

For Watchfulness. (2.) 

[Dr.] 

O FAITHFUL Saviour ! who, like a watch- 
ful sliepherd, visitest thy careful sheep. 
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and warnest them of approaching dan- 
ger; may I, when inclined to sloth, heiir 
thy pastoral yoice sounding in my ears, 
** Watch and pray.** Grant to me a just 
sense of my inability and weakness, that 
I may not rely on my own strength or 
good mtentions, but be diligent in prayer 
for obtaining thy succour, and by thy 
strength may be a conqueror in all things. 
Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



PRAYER Xm. 

I 

On reading the Scriptures^ 

[Dp. WHmmd. 

O Holt Spirit, make me to understand, 
embrace, and love the truths of the gospel. 

Give, O God, thy blessing unto thy 
word, that it may become effectual to my 
oonyersion and salyation, and to the sal- 
vation of all that read and hear it. 

Gtre me grace to read thy Holy Word 
with the reyerence and respect becoming 
the gracious manifestation of thy will to 
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;iieD ; sabmittlng my understaBding and 
will to thine. Let thy graciouB promises, 
O God, contained in Uiy word, quicken 
my obedience. Let thy dreadful threat- 
enings and judgments upon sinners make 
me abhor sin, and lead me to a speedy re- 
pentance. 

Cause me, God, to belieye thy word, 
to obey thy commands, to fear thy Judg- 
ments, and to hope in, and depend upon, 
thy gracious promises, contained in thy 
Holy Word, for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



FRAYER XIV. 

For Meekness. 

[Bp. WilMB. 

O Lord, who art a God ready to par- 
don, slow to anger, and of great kindness, 
remove far from me all occasions and ef« 
facts of causeless and immoderate anger ; 
all pride and prejudice, and too much coR' 
cem for the tlungs of this world ; all inte A» 
perate Rpeeches and indecent passions. 
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Give JM), O God, a mild, a peaceable, 
a meek, a^d an humble spirit, that, Te« 
membering my own infirmities, I may 
bear with those of others : — ^that I may 
think lowly of myself, and not be angiy 
wher others also think lowly of me ; that 
I may be patient towards all men ; gentle 
and easy to be entreated, that God, for 
Christ's sake, may be so towards me. 
Amen. 

Oar Father, &c. 



PRAYER XV. 

For Spiritualized Affections* 

O LoBD, enlighten my understandings 
that I may know Tliee ; sanctify my af- 
fections, diat I may lore Thee ; and put 
thy fear into my heart, that I may dread 
to offend Thee. 

Wean my afiections, O Lord, from the 
things of this world, and whatever my 
0tate and condition may be here, give ma 
grace therewith to be content. 
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O my God ! let the consideration of the 
emptiness of pleasure, the troubles and 
miseries of riches, and the shortness and 
vr<nity of all things in the world, inspire 
me ^ith due ccoterapt of all enjoyments 
here below; and make me ever shun 
these hindrances to a life of holiness and 
virtue, that I may with the greater free- 
dom enjoy thee, O my God ! in meditat- 
ing on thy perfections and thy glories. 
liCt roe, dearest Jesus, have those influ- 
ences of thy blessed Spirit in my retire- 
ments, that I may at last grow wholly 
weary of tlie world, and then fix my 
thoughts upon that heayenly kingdom, 
Inhere true pleasures, fulness of riches, 
and lasting honours, are only to be met 
withal; whither let thy mercy speedily 
bring me, that I may be satisfied with the 
fulness of thy presence, and meditate for 
eyer on thy great perfections, joining with 
all the glorious attendants on thy fiirone 
In endless songs of thy eternal praises. 
A.men. 

Our Father, &t. 
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PitAYERXyi 

For Holiness. (1.) 

O MY God, thoa art of purer eyes thn 
to behoM iniquity, neither shall sinnera 
dwell in thy sight. Only the pare in 
heart are blessed ; for only they shall see 
God. 

Mortify the love, and overcome the 
power, of iniquity within me. Make my 
Dody the temple of the Holy Ghost, a ha- 
bitation of God through the Spirit. 
let me come out £rom the ways and 
practice of sin ; lot me not touch the 
unclean thing, that thou mayest be a Fa- 
ther unto me, and that I may be the child 
of thy loTe, and the heir of thy Wm^ 
through JesuB Chiist. Amen* 

Our Father, &c. 
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PRAYEK XmL 

For Holiness. (2.) 

O HKAYENi.Y Father, help me to east 
olTthe works of darkness, and put on the 
armour of light. 1 would walk in the 
light, as tliou art in the light : but my de- 
tires are faint, ny wishes feeble, my re- 
ftolutions transient as the morning cloud, 
ur as the early dew ; temptation overtakes 
me, and sin subdues me. Have compas- 
sion upon thy servant, O Ijord, and deal 
*Aith me according to the greatness of thy 
mercjr. 

Withdraw not thy Holy Spirit frsm 
me, although I have so little improved its 
blessed inHuences, or followed its heaven* 
ly guidance, in time past. Thou alone 
eanst restore my son?. Into thy hands J 
commit it. Wash it from all guilt, in the 
fountain open for sin and foruncleanness; 
sanctify it wholly tu thyself; let net sin 
have dominion over me ; beat down Sa> 
tan under my feet ; strengthen me to nui 
the way of thy commandments, and se 
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dhall I refoice in thy great salratior, 
through JesuB ChrisL jGnen 
Qur Father, &c. 



PRAYER XVIII. 

Against Wandering thoughts in Prayer 

[Bp.WilMa. 

Holt Spirit of grace, help my in- 
firmitiesy that I may fix my thoughts upon 
my duty ; and that I may serve Thee with 
all my heart and mind : — ^that I may ne* 
ver give way to ^vandering thoughts* 
bat watch against them continually. 

Look upon me, O Lord, and pity me ; 
make me and let me be thine, by the 
ehoioe of my will ; make me serious and 
thoughtful at all times, that I mar not iail 
being so when I attend upon God. 

Let not my heart, O Crod, be inclined 
to any evil thing. Keep me, God» 
from every thing that may di^leaae 
Thee ; and make me wise unto saWationt 
for Jetus Christ's sake. Amen. 

k Iwr P«t)iAr &C« 



FRAYER XIX. 
For a Right Use of Time. 

Almiohtt God, I adore thy infinite pa- 
tience, which hath not cut me ofTin th« 
midst of my follies ; I magnify thy won- 
derful goodness, which hath spared me 
thus long, and indulged me with a larger 
time of repentance. Let me no longer 
abuse that precious treasure, which thou 
hast allotted me as a proper season to 
work out my own salVation, and secure 
that happiness which is great in itself, 
and infinite in its duration. 

Let me bid adieu to all those vain 
amusements, those trifling entertainments 
and sinful diversions, which ha^e robbed 
me of many valuable hours, and endan- 
gered the loss of my immortal soul. Let 
me no longer waste my time in ease and 
pleasure, in unprofitable studies, and more 
unprofitable conversation ; but grant, that 
by diligence and honesty in my calling, 
by constancy and fervour in my devotions^ 
by moderation and temperance in mv 
cnioyments, by ustice and charity in afl 
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my words and actions, and by keeping % 
conscience void of offence to God and 
man, I may be able to give a good ac- 
cOkUI oX kt in the day of judgment, and be 
accepted in and through the merite ot 
Jesus Christ, my only mediator and ad* 
Tocate. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



PRAYER XZ. 

For Go^s Direetiofu 

God, who seest I have no power of 
myself; that I am not wise enough for my 
own direction, nor strong enough for piy 
own defence ; let me acknowledge thee 
in all my ways, and not lean to my own 
understanding. Let thy light guide me^ 
thy providence protect me, thy graee en- 
able me, that I may faithfully discharga 
all the public and private duties thou 
shalt think fit to call me to ; that, being 
thus armed with thy defence, I may be 
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preserved from all dangen, throogli le» 
•us Girist our lx>rd. Amen* 
Our Father, &c« 



PRAYER XXL 

For Humility, 

[Bp. Taylpr. 

O Lord God, who resistest the proud* 
and givest grace to the humble ; endue me 
with such humility of soul, and modesty 
of behaviour, that my looks may not bie 
proud, my thoughts arrogant, nor my de- 
signs ambitious ; but that being restrain- 
ed of all vanity and pride, and my alTee* 
tions weaned from a great opinion and 
love of myself, I may trust in thee, follow 
the example of my blessed Master, and 
receive those promises thou hast made in 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus ChrUu— 
A.men. 

Our Father, Ac* 
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PRATER XXn 

For the Love of God. 

THOU infinite goodness and love, be 
thou pleased to pardon all the defects of 
my love to thee, and all the excesses of 
TQf love to earthly things ; and turn my 
inclinations and affections from all vaiu 
objects to thy blessed self, who art the 
worthiest of all love; and to conquer all 
my prejudice, and for ever win my heart. 
O show thyself to me as a pardoning 
God ; full of compassion, ready to forgive, 
airf willing to save me. Yea, make m« 
4o know so much of the love wherewith 
thou hast loved me, that I may make bet- 
ter returns of love to the gracious giver 
of all my good. Touch my heart with 
such a powerful sense of tiiy loveliness 
and loving-kmdness, that I may experi- 
ence stronger desires and inclinations af- 
ter thee, and greater complacence and 
delight ill thee ; and may I love all other 
things, in comparison of my best and 
dearest Lord, as if I loved them not. — 
Enable me, by thy good help and grace. 
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Id keep myself in the lore of God* lookiDg 
for the meroy of our Lord Jews Christ to 
eternal life. Amen. 
Oar Father, &c. 



FEAYER XXZa 



Far patience under Affiictums* (1.) 



[AiUhor ofdM : 

O MY heavenly Father ! enable me in 
all my trials and afflictions to lie nasiiye 
in thy hands ; pardon thou my unbeco% 
lag fears, and strengthen the faith of thy 
wavering servant; compassionate my 
many and gn^at frailties, and cheer my * 
heart in the hour of despondency; let a 
well-grounded hope of thy love and mer- 
cy be imparted under every conflict, and 
a prospect of heaven be afforded amidst 
all the sorrows and darkness of these wil* 
demess scenes. 

Lord! I trust I am thine:' save met 
and sanctify me by every event and viai- 
tatloQ which I am calM to experiMmv 
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vUie paMing through a worid of sorrow^ 
■III* and dMUh. And whether I liye or 
die» may T be the LordV Amen* 
Our FatheTf &c. 



PRATCE XXIV. 

For PaUence under Afflictions, (d.) 

[Dr. RtmlMeh. 

Graoiovs Gody my sufTerings are 
great, bat not to be i^mpared to those of 
flUr Saviour ; yet I know that even tlie 
hours of my safferingi are limited by thy 
providence, and tlwii oonntest them to 
me. Thon appointeet their beginning 
and end* Grant that I may acquiesce 
with my whole heart in what thou art 
pleated to inflict, wlio orderest every 
thing for the good of thy creamres. — 
Thoa wilt not only limit the period of my 
mflTerings, but wilt never suffer me to be 
t^«pt•d above what I am able to bear.— 
Pweeiire me« O Lord, from the glm t^ of 
uahalia^ from the darknesa of spiritnai 
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btindneflSy and from the eternal night ot 
the dark ab<88. Sanctify to me every 
pain and every sorrow, that I may pass 
through the furnace of affliction, as gold 
purified in the fire ; and when I have 8uf« 
fered allthoa hast appointed unto me« 
may I come off more than a confieroiv 
through him that hath loved me and giv* 
en himself for me. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



PRAYER XXV. 

Under Spiritual Trouble. 

Sate me, God, for the waters are 
come into my eoul : I sink in the deep 
mire where there is no standing. Bring 
my soul out of prison, that I may praise 
thy name. 

show me the true estate of my soul, 
and make me to know the things that ar^ 
freelv given of God; and deliver ipey 
gnaoas Lord, from all those oiTeiiaivo 
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matters that provoke thee to hide thy hucB 
from me, and that wrap up my soul in 
cloads and darkness, and make me so 
much a stranger to peace and comforts. 
O grant me a clear discovery of the evi- 
dences of my calling and election ; and 
seal a comfortable assurance of thy bless- 
ed love in Glirist Jesus to my soul. O 
thou who didst bid the winds and waves, 
Peace, be still, and they obeyed thee, — 
settle my discomposed mind, and quiet 
my troubled breast, and bring me to see 
the light of thy countenance, and the joy 
of thy salvation. O thou who art of pow - 
er to establish us, be pleased to establish 
my heart with grace, and let me be root- 
ed and groundcHi in the faith, that I may 
not stagger, through unbelief, but hold 
the beginning of my confidence steadfast 
unto the end. Rejoice the soul of thy 
servant ; for unto thee, O Lord, do I litt 
up my soul; and let the joy of the Lord 
lie my strength, to make me victorious 
over my sins, and alwavs to abound in 
thy work ; never pleased so much with 
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•ay thing as to do the things pleasing to 
my God, through Jesns Christ. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



PRAYER XXVI. 

An Invocation to the Holy Spirits 

9 

[Aatbor of tlte Retrospect. 

Oh, thou Holy Spirit ! whose delight 
it is tu convince sinners of their need of 
a Redeemer, and then to lead them untu 
Christ and give them faith to believe, 
do thou evermore dwell in my heart, and 
keep me ever mindful of my wants, and 
humbled for my sins. Give me, O thou 
Comforter and Sanctifier, give me grace 
to apply all his blessed work of redemp- 
tion, all his gracious promises, to my 
soul. Enable me, as in the presence of 
a heart-searching God, day by day to de- 
clare, that this Saviour is my all, my^ 
theme, my inspiration, and mycrowr. — 
Nothing short of this exceeding riches of 
irrace, this incomprehensible weight of 
glory, can satisfy my soul. Oh ! give me 
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Christy or all other gifts will be woiM 
than nothing. Without Chriat, life 
would be the prelude to certain and eter- 
nal death, and existence itself the great- 
est of curses. 

Come, thou Eternal, Holy Spirit! 
come and possess this soul of miosy and 
consecrate all its faculties to the senrice 
and glory of the Eternal Jehovah, for ever 
and for ever. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



paAYER xxvn. 
For the Graces of the Spirits 

[Author oftha Retrospect. 

Almighty, blessed, and eternal God, 
I now come, and in the name of Him in 
whom thou art well-pleased, I ask foi 
grace to keep me in all my ways ; for 
wisdom to instruct and direct me in all 
my wanderinffs and ignorance ; for cou • 
'age to confess Christ before men \ foi «Ul 
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tlioM fruits and graees of thy Spirity 
which shall enable me to glorify thy 
name in the world, and to serve ray fel- 
low-creaitures for their good, nntil I am 
gathered to my fathers and see corrup* 
tion. And when the enemy comes in 
with the power of an overwhelming flood, 
the sabtilty of hell, or in the garb of an 
angel of light, do thou stand by me and 
deliver my soul. When pain and sick- 
ness try this mortal body, do thou impart 
the meekness and resignation of a lamb 
unto my spirit. When death itself ap- 
proaches, and the solemn scenes of eter- 
nity unfold themselves to my view, do 
thou enable me to read my title clear to a 
habitation not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens; for Jesus Christ^s sake* 
Amen* 
Oar Father* &e« 
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PRATER XXVIIL 

OratUude to God for Spiritual BUssmgg* 

[Aathor of tlw Retrofpeet. 

What shall I render unto thee, O my 
God ! for all thy mercies ! Aid me with 
thine own Spirit to offer up all the grati- 
tude and praise which a poor heart Uke 
mine is capable of. Yes, 1 will praise 
thy holy name, for making me willing, in 
the day of thy power, to come out from 
the ambitious, restless pursuits of men* 
who desire their good things here. I 
adore thee for showing me the vanity and 
danger of seeking my portion on earth, 
and the madness of expecting happiness 
in the patlis of the destroyer. How ma* 
ny of my competitors and companions in 
the race of sin and vanity have stumbled, 
and fallen, and perished! Still I am 
among the living to praise thee ! Hence, 
O Lonl, let me seek and find all my re- 
pose and all my happiness in thee. What- 
ever comforts thou art pleased to com- 
tpunicate through the medium of thy 
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ere&tnres to my body, and whaterer re« 
freshments may be supplied throagh or- 
dinances and means of grace to my sod, 
still, O my God, may I see and reoetve 
all as coming from thee, throngh Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
Oar Father* &c. 



PRAYER XXIX. 

Before going a Journey, 

Lord, thou art the samo God in all 
places : and nowhere can I go but thou 
alt there. Both at home and abroad, on 
my way and at the end, thoa art ever mth 
roe by the universal presence of thy 
(t^ace, and thy good Spirit ^ith me, to 
conduct and guide me continually; to 
protect and save me from all dangers 
and mischiefs; and to ii/ake my way 
prosperous, and all my afiai/s succeasfui. 
let the blesbing of the Lord follow me, 
And rest upon me ; and presenre my go- 
ing out, and my coming in ; and uoTer 
leave me, nor tbrsake me, O Lord, but be 
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my God and guide this day, in all tbb 
ioamey, and all my life long ; iivhieh la 
but a pilgrimage and passage through 
this world, in which I am continuafiy 
hastening home, to the period of all my 
travels, to the place where 1 mnst take 
np my abode and dwell for eyer. Amen. 
Our Father, &c* 



PRAYER XXX. 

For t/ie Spread of tJie Oospei* 

Fatrir of lights, and giver of all 
wisdom, bless every society formed for 
the conversion of Jews or Uentiles, and 
for the spread and advancement of thy 
truth, at heme or abroad. 

Look with favour on all missionaries 
now among the heathen. O prepare thy 
way in the wrldemess. May every val- 
ley be exalted, and every hill be made 
low ; may the crooked be made straight, 
and the rough places plain ; and let tliy 
word have free course every where taid 
be glorified. May thy doctrine, con* 
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itantly preached by thy aerranta, drop aa 
the rain, and distil aa the dew, and thy 
word neyer return nnto thee Toid, bat 
prosper abundf ntly, and accomplish all 
that for which thoa dost send it. Gtre 
thy servants . health and strengUi, Tigoor 
or mind, and devotedness of heart ; and 
may they all be chosen vessels to bear 
thy name before tlie Gentiles. May tho 
deadening influence of climate, heathen 
customs, and loss of means of grace, be 
more than counteracted by a special sap«» 
ply of thy Holy Spirit. Give them grace 
to be faithful unto death, and may they 
receive from the Saviour's hands the 
crown of life and glory. Grant that 
thousands and tens ofthousandsmay rise 
up to call thee blessed. May the Utile 
leaven leaven the whole lump; a&d all 
nations whom thoa hast made^ fall 
down and worship before thee^ aad 
glorify thy name, throogh thy dear Sob* 
Amen. 
Our Fiiherf Ac. 
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PRAYER XXXI. 

For Resignation to the Dtvine WilL 

[Paae«L 

O L0RO9 take from me that sorrow 
which the love of self may produce ^m 
my sufferings, and from my unsuccessfuf 
hopes and designs in this world, whUe 
regardless of thy glory; but create in me 
a sorrow resembling thine. Let me not 
henceforth desire healtli or life, except tcr 
spend them for thee, with thee, and in thee. 
I pray not that thou wouldst give me either 
health or sickness, life or death : but that 
thou wouldst dispose of my health and 
my (uckness, my life and my death, for 
thy glory* for my own eternal welfare, for 
the nae of the church, and the benefit of 
thy saints, of whose number, by thy 
grace, I hope to be. Thou alone know* 
est what is good for me ; thou art Lord of 
aU; do, therefore, what seemeth ihee 
beat GiTs to me, or take finom me ; con- 
fimn my will to thine ; and grant that 
with hvmble and perfect sabmiaaioD* and 
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inKly con^dencet I may be disposed to 
recehie the orders of thy eternal provi* 
dence; and may equally adore every dis- 
pensation) whith will come to me from 
thy hand, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



PRAYEll XXXIL 

In the Prospect of Death* 

rBp.WilMB. 

TNmy last hour, O Lord, I humbly beg 
thy protection from the busy suggestions 
of evil spirits. O let not my faith &il« 
my hope vdther, or my charity wax cold 
with the waning flesh; but when mine 
eyes are darkened, and my tongue falters, 
then, then, let my heart be enlarged 
towards thee, waiting on thee, longing for 
thee incessantly, and praying. Show me 
thy mercy, O Lord, and grant me thy 
salvation. Smce my days are but as a 
span, short and uncertain, I humbly be- 
eeech thee, O Lord, to wean my heart 
from the disquietudes of worldly careSf 
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that I may be djUigent in all Uie g4p 
works of obBcllenoe aod charity, that to, 
recovering the spiritual health of my 
sooU I may die in tliy grace and &ToaF» 
through Jesus Christ. 
Our Father* 4iEo 



EJACULATIOy* 

fiaiBrLY FROM THE SORlPTORIifc 



In the Morning* 

What sliall I offer unto the Loixl fur 
his mercies renewed unto me every mom* 
ing ! The sacrifice of God is a broken 
spirit : a broken and a contrite heart, O 
God, thou wilt not despise. 

Grant that I may continae in thy fear 
ail the day long. May I keep thy statntes 
and observe thy laws. 

Be with mo this day in my going oat 
and in my coming in. Make me watch- 
fal and circamspect in my walk and con« 
versation. Put thy fear in my heart, O 
God, that I may be kept from sinning 
against thee. 
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In Conversation, 

Set a watch, Lord, before my mouth ; 
keep thou the door of my lips. 

Let the words of my month, and tho 
meditation of my heart, be always accept 
able in thy sight, O Lord, my Strength 
and my Redeemer. 

Preserve me, (lod, from a vain con- 
versation; give me grace never to be 
ashamed or afraid to speak of Thee and 
thy law. 

In Temptation, 

When the enemy comes in like a flood, 
do then, the Spirit of the Lord, liiV up a 
standard against him ; enable me to stand 
HI the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand. 

How can I do this great wickedness 
and sin against God 1 

Against any besetting Sin* 

Enable me to lay aside every weight, 
and the sin that doth most easily bcaet 
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me; and to run with patience the raoe 
that is set before me, looking unto Jesus* 

On falling into Sin, 

FIave mercy upon nie, God, and ac- 
cording to the multitude of thy tender 
mercies, blot ofit my tranagrea^ions. 
Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. Hide thy 
face from my sins, and bjot oat mine ini- 
quities. 

When EvU Entreated* 

Give me, O my God, a heart full of 
Christian meekness and charity, that I 
may willingly forget the evil I have re* 
coived, and be always disposed to do 
good to others. 

In difficult Circumstances, 

I WILL lift up my eyes unto the hillap 
from whence cometh my help. Hear my 
prayers, O Lord, and let my cry come 
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mlo thee. Hide not thy face from om 
in the time of my troable. 

Came me to know the way wherein I 
ehoold walk; for I lift up my aool onto 
thee. 

Lord* I am oppressed; ondertake for 
me. In all my ways may I acknowledge 
thee; and do thon in mercy direct my 
path. 

At Self'Eaaminalian, 

EzABUME me, Lord, and prove me: 
try thou my reins and my heart. 

Search me, O God, and know my 
heart; try me, and know my thoughts; 
and see if there be any wicked way in 
me ; and lead me in the way eyerlasting. 

On any Loss. 

Turn Lord eave, and the Lord hatli 
taken away ; blessed be the name of the 
Lord. 

It is the Lord, let him do what seemetli 
him good. Enable me to bear patiently 



CiACULATIOKS. ISS 

whatever trials may be allotted met finnlT 
truntiiig in thy word, that all things shall 
work together for good to them that lore 
thee. 

In trouble of Mind* 

When my heart is overwhelmed within 
/ne, lead me to the Rock that is higher 
than I. Why art thou cast down, O my 
soul ; and why art thou disquieted within 
me : Hope thou in God ; for I shall yet 
praise him, who is the health of my coun- 
tenance and my God. 

Before Prayer. 

liORO, teach me to pray. Quicken vam 
that I may call upon thy name. 

Before Reading the Scriptures, 

Open thou mine eyes, that 1 may be- 
hold wonderous things out of thy law.-— 
Sanctity mc through f^y truth: thy won* 
12 truth. 
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On Gatng to Churclu 

How amiable are thy tabernacles, 
Lord of Hosts ! My soul longeth, yea, 
even fainteth, for the courts of the Lord, 
my heart and my flesh crieth out for the 
living God. 

On Going to Bed* 

I WILL lay me down in peace, and take 
my rest ; for it is tiiou, Lord, only that 
makest me to dwell in safety. 



DEVOUT MEDITATIONa 



MEDITATION I. 
On Communion with God in Secret* 

[Bp. Ren. 

Retire, O my soul! from the biifly 
world, and employ thyself aboat that for 
which thou wert created ; — The contera* 
platlon of thy God. I will hasten to 
my closet, or yonder solitary walk, and 
there, sequestered from a vexatious world, 
I will not suffer a single thought of it to 
approach me, unless by way of pity and 
contempt. 

How delightful b it, O my soul ! fr»r 
thee to enjoy this sweet communion with 
thy God, and thus to dwell upon divine 
objects. Here am I safe, ?i.d ki rest, in 
this dear place of quiet ; and earnestly 
pity all the men of business and hurry, 
whose heads are full of perplexing con- 
trivances, to procure a little happiness ia 
a world where there is no such thing. 
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O bleased freedom! O charming soli* 
taae ! I will grasp you, and I will hold 
yoa fast— the delight of silence and re* 
treat! Here I can unburthen my soul, 
and pour it out before my God. Here 1 
can wrestle with the powers of heaver, 
and not let them go tUl I have obtained 
a blessing. Here I can confess my sins, 
and with hopes of comfort lay open my 
troubled breast before the merciful Hear* 
or of my pray eis. 



BXEDITATION n. 

On the Willingness of the Saui&ur to tf 
ceive the coming Penitent, 

[Mn. HoIdernMii 

Hayb the pangs of awakened con* 
science shown thee thy guilt, thy folly t 
Art thou mourning over a sense of thy 
departures from God ? Rest assured the 
hand of mercy has opened thine eyes.— 
Have the tears of true repentance stream* 
ed over the contemplated picture of hu* 
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man gnilt, and, human frailty 1 Oht 
doubt not then tiie interest of oar oom- 
pasaionate Redeemer. Hast thon re- 
•olved that thou wilt, at the foot of the 
erossy lay down all worldly afiectiona* 
and serve the true and living^ God 1 Oh« 
fear not then : for ihte has the body of 
the crucified Saviour been lifted on the 
cross; tiiat thou, by looking thereto, 
might be healed* 



MEDITATION UL 

On the Love of the Saviour, 

[Bp. 

God, my Saviour and my Lord, 
grant, I beseech thee, that the contem- 
plations of thy dear love may ever inspire 
my inflamed heart with the zealous re* 
turn of love to thee, my God, and with the 
most fervent charity to aU the members 
of thy holy church, whether they are 
my fnends or my causeless enemies. — 
O let me never^ by the coldness of my 



169 -PRtVATC DBV0T105« 

affection for my neighbonrs and idllow* 
chnstians, make myself unwoithy of that 
love of thine which has now employed my 
meditations; and since without charity, 
no other virtue or religious duty is ac- 
ceptable in thy sight, let it be my daily 
exercise to attain it, that at length I may 
be a perfect proficient in the school of 
love, and my humble soul may breathe 
out nothing else; that no provocation or 
affronts of the most wilful malice may 
ever stir up in me the spirit of revenge, 
or abate my charity ; but let this celes- 
tial fire of heavenly love ever bum in my 
fervent breast upon earth, till it is perfect- 
ed at last in the blessed regions of eter* 
nal love. 



MEDITATION IV. 

€hdf the Friend of his People. 

[Rev. J. W. CiuniBglMM. 

How great a God is our God ! How 
powerful and tender a friend is our R». 
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deemer ! He hath done all things well. 
He hat!i made both the haughty to trem- 
ble, and the miserable to rejoice. He 
hath spoken peace to our souls. "We 
sail, mdeed, amidst angry winds upon a 
rough sea ; but none of these things move 
IIS while the ruJer of the storm is with us, 
and sheds, from behind the cloud which 
hides him from the world, the consola- 
tions of his grace and love. 



MEDITATION V. 

For the Sabbath. 

[Mrs. Hofctormn. 

Retire, my soul ! and in the inmost 
toeesses of thy chamber pour out, in hum- 
ble prayer and ardent praise, thy feelings 
to thy God : let it be to thee a j6yful and 
a yalned privilege^ to spend this holy and 
consecrated day pecuUarly as in his pre- 
sence ; either in the public sanctuary, in 
private communion, in family worship, or 
in conversation holy and profitable for thy 
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eternal good. Carry with thee to GodTf 
house a 8pirit of lively derotion for prayer* 
a spirit of solemn attention to hear, that 
the preaching of the word may not be in 
vain unto thee, but that it may be found 
by thee ^ profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness f^ that thou mayest become 
^perfect, thoroughly furnished to all 
good works." At home, recount the un- 
wearied mercies of thy heavenly Father* 
and think upou his unbounded love 



MEDITATION VI. 

On the hss of Beloved Friends* 

[]UT.c.]lndl«^ 
Wb lore the creature too welL Wa 
pot it above our God — ^and this is the 
way in which he casts it from its thronii. 
He auffers the reed we lean upon to 
pieiee na aa it breaka: he allows the idol 
which drew our affectiona firom hinit to 
woopd vat wall aa Mas. Andthaaov 
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•y«8 are open : our misery brings us to 
oarselvec. We reoiember that none can 
satisfy the soul but God. We turn from 
our broken idols and withered gourdst and 
our langua^re is, Why did I lean for hap* 
piness so Ijng on what 1 could not keep 1 
Why do I stili cling so closely to the ob- 
jects which death may tear from me in 
an hourl I will striye to wean this 
woua <9C heart of mine fjnom a dying 
wund. 1 will not love it as I have done. 
I will seek my comforts in things whieh 
deatli cannot reach. I will not rest in 
any thing below my God. My exalted 
Lord shall have the heart he dM ta 
gain. 



^remTATiON Vfl. 



On the Hindrances to a Holy Life. 



[AodiorortlMi 

Ou, hov/ many tilings from time ts 
time are striving to wean my heart from 
God, who in love, as much as in just «lo> 

U 
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■dnion over my exirtenoe, commands me 
to giro it him. I gave him no portion of 
it ! A thooaand paaedng yanities, one af- 
ter another, promised it for a day ; but 
he, the author of all good, was not in my 
thoughts or denies: and now, when I 
would &in present it, a holy, undivided 
saerifiee, what an unworthy ofiering it 
is ! Often is it so cold, perplexed, pollut- 
ed, fearihl, and unbetieving, that it eyenr 
hour needs renewed pardon. And will 
it ever continne sochI — Oh, thou, who 
alone canst effect the mighty change, do 
thou speak the word, and thy servant wiU 
be healed! 



MsmTATiON vm. 
On the Goodness of God. 

[Biekantolk. 

Tbi love of God has indeed abounded 
towards me in innumerable ways, both in 
temporal comforts and q)iritual privi- 
leges. But especially am I indebted to 
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his long-suffering and long-sparing mer* 
cy, that I have not been cut off in the 
midst of my sins : the fountain opened for 
sin and uncleanness is yet flowingt vet 
accessible, and that forme ; the brc»ftdof 
life is yet tendered to me ; the means of 
grace and the hope of glory are yet con- 
tinued. There is still a way of access to 
the throne of grace, and the sure mercies 
of Christ may yet be obtai ned. Through 
the same goodness, I have another oppor- 
tunity of approaching his mercy-seat, and 
seeking an interest in his redemption.—- 
Others have been called to the eternal 
world to render in their solemn account^ 
and I have been spared a little longer to 
lecover my strength. I will go, then, 
and cast myself under the wings of tlie 
Sun of Righteousness. I will take re- 
fiige in his name, and now seek his saha- 
tiofiu 
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HEDlTATEOir IX 

Oh Christ as a Refuffe in the Time of 

Traubie. 

[Bickerateth. 

I SHOULD have perished in my sinsy bat 
for redeeming mercy and love. Blessed 
be God for Jesos, the rock of my salva* 
tion. This Rock it is that defends me 
from the stormy yet justly merited bil- 
lows of divine wrath* The fuiy of the 
tempest, that dreadful vengeance which 
would for ever have overwhelmed me» 
he did encounter, that I might be safe.^- 
Now, sheltered by this RoNsk, though I 
may hear the roaring and dashing of that 
terrible 8ea» which^Sfunprotected) would 
have swept me away into endless ruin* 
yet I am entirely safe ; not a wave shall 
come near me. Oh» in every trying hour, 
lead me to thisRocki that uesus may 
ever be my hiding-place and my covert. 
Here only I am secure. He is un- 
changeable and immoveable; the 
yesterday, to-day, and for evert 
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MEDITATION X. 

On Devoting Our selves to the Service f(f 

Claris t* 

(Rev. Dan. Wilton. 

You can only escape the tyranny of 
the world, by entering the semce of 
a better Iiord. In proportion as you 
transfer your thoughts and affections to 
your Saviour, \vill your distaste for a mere 
earthly life be strengthened. You will 
have no time nor inclination for vanity 
and folly. The cross of Christ, seen by 
faith, will enable you to crucify the world. 
It will bring you pardon and victory. It 
will engage you in another cause, occupy 
you with other objects, and introduce you 
into other society. It will detect all 
the glare and imposition of earthly 
things. The mysterious death of the in- 
carnate Saviour will fix your hear^ pro- 
duce hatred of sin, reconcile you to re- 
proach, deliver you from the fear of maOf 
and make obeuience delightful. 
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MEDITATION XI. 

On Prayer. 

O MY soul ! what canst thou desire bo> 
yond this ? Ask whatsoever thou wilt in 
the name of Jesus, and in the faith of his 
holy word ; * and if it be for the glory of 
God, and the real good of thy soul, thou 
shalt as surely have thy request granted, ' 
as that the Lord Jehovah liveth, and an- 
swereth prayer. — Author of the Retro- 
sped. 

O Lord, I know not what I should ask 
of thee. Thou only knowest what I 
want : and thou lovest me better than I 
can love myself. O Lord, give to me» 
who desires to be thy child, what is pro* 
per, whatsoever it may be. I dare not 
ask either crosses or comlbrts. I only 
present myself before thee : I open my 
heart to thee. Behold my wants, which 
I am ignorant of: but do thou behold, and 
do according to thy mercy. Smite or 
heal ; depress or raise me up : I adore all 
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Ihy purposes, without knowing them: I 
am silent, J. offer myself in sacrifice. I 
abandon myself to thee, having no gnater 
'Jestre than to accomplish thy will. Teach 
me to pray. Pray thou thyself in me.-— 
Abp, Tendon* 



MEDITATION XD 

On the Sufferings of Christ* 

[Seott* 
Oncs more, O my soul ! let thy medi- 
tations turn for a moment od the> compli- 
cated cruelties and indignities to wluch 
the holy and spotless Lunb of God was 
expo3ed. He was wounded aad sconrged, 
that thou mightest be healed. He was 
arrayed with scorn in the purple robe* 
that he might procure for tliee the robe of 
righteousness and salyation. He vras 
crowned with thorns, that thou mightest 
be crowned with honour and immortality. 
He stood speechless that thou mightest 
have an all prevailing plea. He endured 
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lortuTet that thou might^st have a stroof 
•oaaolatioQ. He thirsted, that thou 
mightest drink of the ivaters of life* 
He bore the wrath of the Father, that 
thou mightest enjoy his favour. He waa 
numbered with transgressors, that thoa 
mightest be made equal with the angels. 
He died, that thou mightest live for ever! 
Oh ! then, let me often retire and medi- 
tate on this scene, and admire his im- 
measureable love, that I may learn to 
mourn for sin, and hate it, and rejoice in 
my obligations to such a Redeemer, until 
I am constrained to live no longer unto 
mywlf but to him who died for me, and 
rose again. 



niUTATION xin. 

On Death. 

[Cm 

We were bom, and we must die. The 
time allotted to us here below is short in- 
deed. If we stretch out our hands, w« 
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nay almost touch the portals which ter- 
minate tlie path of our mortal pilgrimage. 
If we listen with attention, we seem to 
hear the labour of him who is engaged in 
preparing cur graves; and, if the rioly 
Spirit is pleased to open our eats, we may 
already discern the sounds which proceed 
from the celestial abodes. 

Listen, O my soul, to this warning voice 
with the deepest attention! '^All flesh 
is grass, and the glory of man is as the 
flower of the field." Fresh and verdant 
in the morning, it adorns the meadow : 
the sight is gladdened at its beauty, and it 
sheds sweet perfumes around. ^ In the 
evening it is cut down and withered!** 
Its glory is departed ; and it tells us that 
a few hours must suffice for earthly en- 
joyments. The day is passed — the grass 
aii4 the flowers thereof are gin». 



170 PRIVATE DEVOTION. 

MEDITATION XIV. 

On the Joys of Heavefu 

[Bp. 

Hail, the despised followers of the po» 
verty of Jesus ! he had no estates,— -he 
had no purchase on earth, not *' a hole 
wherein to lay his sacred head.** In this 
you were like your suffering Lord ; for 
your treasures were in heaven, where 
you now enjoy them with an assurance of 
an everlasting possession ; you are now no 
longer heirs, but actual inheritors of that 
kingdom of inexpressible wealth, from 
which he has utterly debarred all that 
are encumWed with riches here below, 
and place their security and reliance on 
them. What divine melody is this, O my 
soul, which thus charms my ravished 
thoughts t What vigorous echoes of joy 
inexpressible, are these I hear t These 
can be none other than the voices of an* 
gels. Oh, the fervour of this joy ! as if 
Sieir heavenly breasts were unable to 
contain the flaming zeal within. Lo ! how 



tiVYOVT MBdITA'nOMS. 171 

they break forth into the most ardent ex- 
pressions, and pathetic hallelujahs to your 
Creator's glory ! Hark ! what heavenly 
song is this I hear ? *' Holy, holy^ holy, 
Loi3 God Almighty ! which was, and is, 
and is to come. Blessing, honour, power, 
and glory, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and 



SELF-EXAMINATION. 

g— iiiiMt youndTM whether ye b« in the IUdi| 
prove yoor owb eelvea^— ft Cor. ziiL 5. 

It is only by seratinizingthe heart thai 
we can know it. It is only by knowing 
the heart that we can reform the life«--« 
Any careless observer indeed, when hia 
watch goes wrong, may see that it does 
so by casting an eye on the dial plate ; 
but it is only the artist who takes it to 
pieces and examines every spring and 
every wheel separately, and who, by ai^ 
certaining the precise causes of the irre- 
gularity, can see the machine right, and 
restore the obstructed movements. Dr. 
Barrow has remarked, that ^ it is a pecu* 
liar excellency of human nature, and 
which distinguishes man from the inferi- 
or creatures more than bare reason itself, 
that he can reflect upon all that is done 
within him, can dlscem the tendencies of 
Ilia soul, and is acquainted with his own 
purposes.'* 

Nothing more plainly shows us what 
weak, vascillating creatures we are, than 



the diffienlty we find in fixing ourselves 
down to the very self scrutiny we had 
deliberately resolved on. Like the worth- 
less Roman Emperor, we retire to our 
(iloset under the appearance of serious 
occupatio!!, but might now and then be 
surprised, if not in catching Hies, yet in 
(lursuits nearly as contemptible. Some 
trifie which we should be ashamed to 
dwell upon at any time, intrudes itself 
sn the moments dedicated to serious 
Ihought ; recollection is interrupted ; the 
whole chain of reflection broken, so that 
the scattered links cannot again be unit- 
ed. And so tnconsstent are we, that we 
are sometimes not sorry to have a plau- 
sible pretence for interrupting the yery 
employment in which we had just before 
made it a duty to engage. For want of 
this home acquaintance, we remain in ut- 
ler ignorance of our inability to meet 
«yen the ordinary trials of life with 
ehteriulness ; indeed, by this neglect, we 
^mifirm that inability. 

We have appetites to control, imagina- 
tions to restrain, tempers to regulate^ pas- 
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■ions to sabdae ; and how can this inter, 
nal work be effected, how can ouf 
thouffhta be kept within due bounds, hov/ 
can a proper bias be given to the affec- 
tions, how can the little state of man be 
preserved from continual insurrection, 
how can this restraining power be main- 
tained, if this capacity of discerning, if 
this faculty of inspecting be not kept in 
regular exercise ? Without constant dii^ 
cipline, imagination will become outlaw, 
conscience an attainted rebeL 

This inward eye, this power of intro- 
version, is given us for a continual watch 
upon the soul. On an unremitted vigi- 
lance over its interior motions, those 
fruitful seeds of action, those prolific prin- 
ciples of vice and virtue, well dejpend botk 
the formation and the growth of our mo- 
ral and religions character. A super- 
ficial glance b not enough for a thing to 
deep, an unsteady view will not suffice 
(or a thing so wavering, nor a casual look 
for a thing so deceitful as the human 
heart. A partial inspection on any one 
side, will not be enough for an object 
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which must be observed under a varietf 
of aspects, because it ia alwajra ahifting 
its positions, always cnanging its appear- 
ances. 

We shoaid examine not only onr con- 
duct but our opinions ; not only our faults 
but our prejudices ; not only our propen- 
sities, but our judgments. Our actions 
themselves will be obvious enough ; it is 
our intentions which require the scrutiny. 
These we should follow up to their re- 
motest springs, scrutinize to their deepest 
recesses, trace through their most per- 
plexing windings. And lest we should 
in our pursuit wander in uncertainty and 
blindness, let us make use of that guiding 
clue, as furnished by his word, and by his 
Spirit, for conducting us through the in* 
tncacies of this labyrinth. What I know 
not teach thou me, should be our con- 
stant petition in all our researches.* 

Nor must the examination be occa- 
sional^ but regular. Let us not run into 
long arrears, but settle our accounts fin^ 

« Vide Pracdcal Piety, rol. 1. 
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qnently. little articles will ran up to a 
lar^e amoant, if tbey are not cleared off* 
Even our innoceni days, as we may 
choose to call them, will not have passed 
without furnishing their contingent — our 
deadness in devotion— our eagerness for 
human applause— oar care to conceal our 
faults rather than to correct them — oni 
negligent performance of some relatiy» 
duty — our imprudence in conversation, 
especially at table — our inconsideration — 
our driving to the very edge of permitted 
indulgences ; — let us keep these — ^let us 
keep all our numerous items in small 
sums. Let us examine them while the 
paiticulars are fresh in our memory; 
otherwise however -^e may flatter our- 
selves that lesser evils will be swallowed 
up by the greater, we may find when we 
come to settle the grand account, that 
they will not be the less remembered for 
not having been recorded. 

In the discharge of this necessair and 
important duty, the Christian should t»- 
member that every day he lives he has 



T " ^ 
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A Ood to CHoiUy'— 1 CoK. vi. fin. 
A 8«u1 to 8aYe.~PHiL. ii. 1% 13. 
Repentanco to seek and jterfbrm.— Acts t. 31. 

Luke ziii. 3. 
A Saviour to beliave and imitate^— Acts xvi. 31. 

IPET.fkSl. 

A Body to mortiiy tlironsii tho Spirit^-UoM. TiU. 13 
Graeet and Vtrtuat to unplore bj ea rn aal Fmyor 

Phil. iv. G. Makk xL 34. 
Siaa to we«p oror and forsake.— LuxB tU. 38. Pkot 

zxiriiL13. 
Ilardas and Deliverancef to rjniainbtr.— Pial. Ivi. 

18, 13. PsAL. dii. 1, 4. 
A Hell to avoid.— BIatt. iii. 7. Psal. ix. 17. 
A Paradise to fain.— R&y. ii. T Itt 
An Eternity to meditate on.— CoLOsa. iii. % 
Time to redeem^— Ephbs. v. 16. 
A Neif liboui> to edify.— Rom. rr. S. LuKS xdL 33. 
Worlu of Charity to perform^— Matt. snr. 40. 
A World to fear and yet to conquer.— 3 Cor. fi. IX 

1 John T. 4. 
Derils to combat.— Epr. tL IS. 
Passions to subdue.— 3 Cos. X 5. ErH.iv.31,33. 
And, PBftRAPS, Death to saiBv.—^LvKBxiL fin. 
And Judgment to undergo.— 4 Con. v. 10. 
And all these most be met and por f or a od lo Iko 

Gracs or Christ, and not in yooroim straaflh, 
' which is perfMt weakness:— 3 Cox. xitt. 10. 

Pbil. It. 13. 



There is a sparions sort of self^xami- 
Batten, which does not serre to enIlght«Ki 
but to blind. A penon who has left off 

13 
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some notorious vice, who has softened 
some shades of a {{laring sin, or substitut- 
ed some outward forms in the place of 
open rellgfion, looks on his chango of 
character with pleasure. He compares 
himself with what he was, and views the 
alteration with self-complacency. He de- 
ceives himself by taking his standard from 
his former conduct, or from the character 
of still worse men, instead of taking it 
from the unerring nile of scripture. He 
looks rather at the discredit than the sin- 
fuloesa^of his former life, and being more 
ashamed of what is disreputable than 
grieved at what is vicious, he is, in tliis 
state of shallow reformation, more in dan- 
ger in proportion as he is more in credit. 
Ho is not aware that it is not having a 
faoh or two less that will carry him i(« 
heaven, while Ids heart is still glued to 
the world and estranged from God. 

How necessary then it is that the 
Clinstian should minutely examine hn 
mptives and actions — that he should con- 
stantly say, with the Royal Psalnustr-^ 
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"'Search me« Godt and mow my 
fieart ; try rne^ and know my thoughts $ 
and see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way eyerlasting.** 
In discharging this duty, the Christian 
will be greatly assisted, by attending to 
the following simple roles: — 

I. Let a fixed time he set apart every 
morning and evening for thisfiurpose* 

II is impossible to gttre any mle as to 
the length of time that should be given. 
The obligations of persons vary with 
their situations and circumstances; but 
let us give as much time, as, consistently 
with our other duties, we can spare, and 
let the time in every case be so employ- 
ed, not as a task, but as a blessing ; not 
merely as a requirement, but as a privi- 
lege and advantage ; for the more close^ 
faithful, and diligent you are in self-exa- 
mination, the more comfort and benefit 
Jin are likely to receive in the end. 
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n. Consider the Hdy Seripiwres om tke 
great test by itkich you are to try your- 
self. 

They are the only troe standard of selA 
examination — the touchstone which dis- 
covers at once the character of the ine 
tai ; and by comparing your state with 
the most practical and spiritnal parts of 
God's won^ and varying those parts from 
time to time, you try yourself by a perfect 
and inMible standard. 

III. Conduct this e:tamhation in the sfH' 
rit of prayer. 

Prayer is the guide to self-knowledge, 
by prompting us to look after our sins, in 
order to pray against them ; it is a motive 
to vigilance by teaching us to guard 
against those sins which, through self- 
eixaminationy we have been enabled to de- 
tect. 



IV. Beware of formality and self^rxghi* 
eousness. 

Although it is onr unbounden duty to 
guard against the commission of sin, and 
to keep ourselves unspotted from the 
i^orld, yet it is not our watchfulness 
against sin, or our performance of any re- 
ligious duty, however good in itself, 
which constitutes us genuine Christians. 
For after all we have done or can do, we 
are but unprofitable servants. We should 
hate sin, because it is hateful in the sight 
of God, we should seek to be delivered 
from its dominion by earnest prayer, and 
depend alone for salvation on the merits 
and righteousness of the Lord .Tesus 
Christ, who is emphatically styled the 
Lord our Righteousness ; for all depend« 
ance upon oar own good works will only 
prove a means of delusion and danger to 
oar souls. w 
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A PRAnCB BEFORE SELF-BXAHaNATIOir, 

Holt, holy, Lord God Almighty, who 
art of purer eyes than to hehold iuiquity, 
who searchest the heart and triest the 
umennost thoughts, I beseech thee now 
to assist me in looking into my own heart, 
and my own life. Feeling and acknow- 
lodging that my heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked, I be- 
seech 3iee to show me to myself. Ena- 
ble me to try myself by the standard of 
thy holy word, and discover the true state 
of my soul ; give me repentance for all 
my past sins, lively faith in Jesus Christ 
the only Saviour from sin, deep humility 
before tbee, and such tempers and dispo* 
sitions as are meet for those who assem- 
ble round the table of our gracious Re- 
deemer. Theae things I aak for hie 
luune'eake. 
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UUESTIONS FOR SELF-EXAMINATION. 

Moiming. 

1. Have I this moruing souubt of tfie Lord hi* tpe- 
cial frrace aad protoctiou for the day 1 

3. Am ( going forth in ray own Mrengtk» oraiaap)/ 
l(M>kiri9 to God nloue to help and deliver f 

3. Am 1 so seusiblo of my own weakntaa m evn* to 
wntch aud pray 1 

4. iim I living by faith in a daily and simple de- 
pendence on G<^ .< 

5. Do I constantly remember that I am aeoottnta- 
ble to God for a right iinprovemontof iIm talent* en- 
tnuted to me ? 

6. Have I determined to lay mywlf out thii day 
for the glory of God ? 

7. Are all tiie faculties of my soul encaged to ren- 
der alTectionate, intelligent, aincerei ana resolute tar 
vice? 

i. Have I resolved, in the strength of God, to for- 
sake all sius, however dear to me, particnlarly ray 
besetting sin, whether it be pride, envy, maliee, oc^ 
vetousness, impurity, fear of man, or anjr^lber sin? 

9. Is it my constant desire to abstain from tha very 
appearance of qvil, and to keep myself unspoUed 
from the world ^ 



Evening, 

1. Did 1 this morning make my resolutions to walk 
closely with God, in dependence on his f raeiotts a^ 
sistanco ? 

a. Have I this day put up petition! iftiBst waf b*-^ 
setting sins. 
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a. What lUiTe I conmiitted, and what oniCtod, to 
dajrl 

4. What mareies hava I reeaivad thia day— An- 
iwara to prayar — ^Daliveraaca from oril-— C<miaMNi 
or ramarkabM blasiinft 1 

5. What hava I dona thia day for tha glory of God 
or tha good of any fallow-craatures ; or what oppor 
tunitiaa hava I nagleetad of promoting tham 7 

0. Hava I baas anabled thia day wOlingly to taka 
up my eroaa ? 

7. Hava I baen watching to-day acainat the first 
risinga of prida and worMly-mindedneas ?— Have I 
giiardad agaf nat tha appearanca of evil Y 

8. Hava I kept up a hvaly and humble depandanea 
upon tha Divine iofluence, in the duty and emergen- 
eiaaofthaday? 

9. With what aaceeaa have I anoounterad tha aim 
to which Diy circumatancea or cmistitution most iu 
cUneme? 

10. Hava I been looking to Jams as my righteoua 
neas, mv strength, and my examine Y 

11. How have 1 improved my time thia dayf- 
Hava I made any progress in religion 1— Have I 
thaoghttff Death and Judgment?— Have I walked 
with God? 

IS. Hava I thifl day tried to mortify sin ? 
la Have I prayed, andhowf-^ava I raadiat 
Bcriptnrea, ana how i 



General Questions* 

1. Dolthinkmnchand firequant^ofGodfaidaB 
I aaalona for his glory? 

9. Do I ai^oy commuBion with Ood whaa 1 pray 
to bin^ or deaire this ^ 
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9. I)o I mxvn to become like him? 

4. Am 1 actively deeiring^ and eeekinf th^ food of 
■it HTOimd me, otcd a« I denire my own i 

5. Is my love to others like tliat of Cbriet to roe f 
0. Have the miseriee of others called forth com« 

fMMtion and eiTorlfl to relievo them 1 

7. Am 1 eeekinf the salvation of my fellowHsrea- 
Cures? 

B. Is sin hatefhl to me ?~Do I loathe it as the worst 
of ail evils? 

9. Have I an habitual moitminf for sin ? 

10. Have I deeply felt my corruption and guilt be- 
fore Ood ? 

11. Do T believe that the Gospel is the appointed 
and only complete way of salvation 1 

13. Do I rest on tiie only hope offorfivone se re» 
demptton through the blood of Chrirt ? 

13. Am I so believing in Jesus as to rely upon him 
M my Saviour ? 

14. Am I truly grateful to God for his great salva- 
lion ? 

15. Am I evidencing this by a care to please him 
inallthinrs? 

Iff.. Ami humble and lowly in mind,airedlion, an.l 
conversation ? 

17. Do the sufTerings of Christ for tin affect my 
beart with godly sorrow ? 

Id. Am I patient under crosses, trials, and injories^ 
and willing to suffer reproach for Christ's sake ? 

19. Do I quietly submit to God's painful dispei 
Cions? 

90. Do I hunger and thirst aAer righteouonessf 

Si. Do I eurnestlv desire to obtain that rightc 
MM which is through the faith of Christ ? 

IS. A!n I laltouring tu spread the Gospel of Pe«efl9 
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83. Do I wek to knoir God more mjwtU, antl to 
diflbM his knoivledf • throof h the world ? 

24. Hare I resirned myielf to the will of God, to 
do aad rafler hu pleasure ? 

25. How do I apend my Sabbaths?— Do I not ia 
too many instances employ these opponumnea of 
mercy in unprofitable and sinful conversation; in 
doinf many unnecessary works ; by travellinr* vi. 
aitinf, &c., instead of improving them, so as to pro. 
moie the glory of God and my own spiritual advaa- 
tage? 



RESOLUTIONS.* 

1. RMolved, that / will do whatever 1 thhik to be 
most to Grod's f lory and my own good, profit and 
pleesnref on tnb whole, without any consideration 
of the time, whether now, or never so many myriads 
t»f ages hence ; to do whatever I think to be my duly, 
and most for the good and advantage of mankind in 
general — ^whatever difllcuhiesl meet with, how many 
and howj^reat soever. 

2. R«K>Ived. to be eootinually endeavouring to 
find some neio contrivance to promote the foremea- 
tioned things. 

3. Resolved, never to oo, bb, or surrr.R, anything 
In smd or body, less or more but what tends to tne 
glory of God. 



* These resolutions are extracted fVom the Hfh of 
that admirable Christian, and acute reasoner, Presi. 
dent J. Edwards. They seem to have had a power* 
Ad iaflnence in forming his character. Of the §•• 
intniy we select the followiog. 
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4 Resohred, sever to kMe oim» moniant of Hm«, 
but improve it in the noct profitable way 1 ponibly 
can. 

5. Reeolved, to live with all my might, while I do 
live.* 

6. Resolved, never to do any thing, which I should 
be afraid to do if it were the last hour of my life. 

7. ResoIve«i, to think much, on all occasions, of rar 
own dyin^, and of the common circumstances whicn 
attend death. 

& Resolved, to be endeavouring to find out fit ob-> 
iects of charity and liberality. 

9. Resol ved, never to do any thing out of revenue. 

10. Resolved, never to sufTer the least motion of 
anrer to irrational beings. 

11. Resolved, that 1 will solive as I shall wish 1 had 
done when I come to die. 

18. Resolved, to live so at all times, as I think it 
best in my dovout iVames, and when I have clearest 
notions of the gospel and another world. 

13. Resolved, to maintain strict temperance in eat- 
ing and drinking. 

14. Resolved, never to do any thin^, which if 1 
should see in another, 1 should count a j^ust occasion 
to despise him for, or to think any way the more 
meanly of him. 



* This is the tiiW and exact import of the Latin 
motto, " Dam vivimus. vivamus," which was tlia 
motto of Dr. Doddridge's family coat of arms, and 
which he ha« thus paraphrased. 

Live, while you live, the Epirmrt would say. 
And seize tlie pleasiues of the present day. 
Live, while you live, the secret? jircodker crje% 
And give to God each moment as it flies, 
Lor^ in my view let both united be, 
I livo InpUoiur* when I Uve to Vut.** 
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15. Resolved, whenever I do any evil action, t» 
trace it back, till I come to the originaJ caow ; and 
then botli carefully endeavour to do so no more, and 
to fight and pray with all my ntight agaiost the orif i- 
nal of it. 

16. Resolved, to study the scriptures so steadily, 
constantly and frequently, as that I may find, and 
plainly perceive luysoif to grow in the knowledge of 
the same. 

17. Resolved, to strive to my utmo«t every we^k to 
be brought iiigher in reli{,'ion, and to a higher exor- 
cise of grace, than 1 was the week before. 

18. Resolved, to be strictly and finnly faithfhl to 
my trust, diat Prov. xx. 0. (A faithful num who e«M 

find S) may not be partly fulfilled in me. 

ISt Resolved, always to do what I can towards 
making, maintaining, and establishing peace, when 
it can be done without an overbalancing detriment in 
other respects. 

30. Resolved, never to speak in narrations any 
thing but the pure and simple truth. 

21. Resolved, never to speak evil of any person 
except some particular ^ood call for it. 

32. Resolved, to inquire every night, as I am go 
ing to bed, wherein I have been negligent, what sin 1 
have committed, and wherein I nave denied myself; 
also at the end of every week, month, and year. 

23. Resolved, never to speak any thing that is ri> 
diculous, or matter of laughter on the Lord's day. 

24 Resolved, never to do any thing that I so much 
question the lawfulness of, as that I intend, at tfao 
same time to consider and examine ailorwHrdv, whe- 
ther it be lawful or no; except 1 as much quettion 
the admission. 

25. Resolved, fi-eauently to renew the dedication 
of myaelf to God, vhich was made at my baptism • 

\ 
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whieh I Mleiiiiily nnewed, when I wu recdved iato 
tte craiaittiiioii of the ehuiuhf and which I knt ■<>> 
lemaly ratified this 13th day of January. 1733. 

26. Reaolvod, never to act aa if I were any way 
'my own, bat entirely and altogether God's. 

87. Resolved, constantly, with the vtmost nleeaess 
and dilifence, and the strictest scrutiny, to be look* 
ing into the state of my soul, that I may know whe* 
thor I have truly aa interest in Christ or no } that 
when I come to die, I may not have any neg Ifg ence 
rerpecting this to repent of. 

{«. Resolved, never to give over, nor in the least 
to slar.ken my fight with my corruptions, however un- 
successful I may be. 

S9. Resolved, when I fear misfortunes and adver 
sities, to examine whether I have done my duty, and 
resolve to do it } and let it be just as Frovidence or- 
ders it, 1 will as far as I can, be concerned about no* 
thing but my duty, and my sin. 

30. Resolved, never to do any thine but duty; and 
then according to Eph. vi. 6—8. do it willingly and 
cheerfully as unto the Lord, and not to man ; know- 
ing that whatever good thing any man doth, the same 
ahall he receive of the l.ord. 

31. Resolved, to exercise myself much in this all 
my life long, viz. with the greatest openness to de- 
clare my ways to God, and lay m>en my soul to him j 
all my sins, temptations, difficulties, sorrows, fears, 
hopes, -desires, and every thing, and every circnm- 
■tanoe, according to Dr. Manton's twenty-seventh 
■ermon on die ll9th Psalm. ^ 

9B. Resolved, alter afflictions, to inquire what I am 
the bettor for them ; what good I havt get, and what 
I Wright have got by them. 
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conrcisioN or sins after self^bxa 

MINATIOR. 

Lord God Almighty, the Judge of 
all the earth) keeping covenant and mer* 
cy to them that love him, and to tliem 
that keep his commandments, have mercy 
upon me a miserable sinner, coming back 
to thee in the name of Jesus Christ. My 
conscience accuses me of many transgres- 
sions and much disobedience. If in any 
tiling I have not greatly sinned, or have in 
a measure fulfilled thy will, this was thy 
^ork, and to thee alone be praise* But, 
how unfaithful have I been to my en- 
gagements, and how often have I tran^ 
gressed thy law, and been disobedient to 
thy holy will ! 

1 desire especially to confes sand to be 
wail those sins for which my own heart 
more particularly condemns me. 

And how much of my sinfulness is un* 
known to myself! But Thou art ac- 
quainted with all my ways : Oh, cleanse 
Thou me from my secret faults, and all 
my known * transgressions. Wash mo 
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thrcugh that precious blood iiyhich cleam 
es from all sin. Give me grace to look to 
Him who was pierced for my sins, and to 
mourn for them with that godly sorrow 
which works repentance unto salvation. 
Oh, vouchsafe unto me a holy sorrow of 
heart, a lively faith in Christ, and a sure 
hope of thy mercy through him, that I 
may, with a pacified conscience, a believ- 
ing and penitent, and a grateful and 
thankful, spirit, go to partake of the me- 
morials of his death. Hear mo for hii 
name's sake. Amen* 



DEVOTIONAL POETRY. 



a HYMN OF PRAISE. 



O tarOD, thou ait my God alonc^ 
Earl^ to thee my soul shaU ciy, 

A pilgnm in a land unknown, 
A thirsty land whoiie springs are dry. 

Oh, that it were as it hath heen, 
When, praying in the holy place, 

Thy power and glonr I have seen, 
And mark'd the footsteps of thy gnuse! 

Yet, throuffh this rough and thorny maze, 
I follow hard on thee, my God ; 

Thine hand, unseen, upholds my ways, 
I safely tread where thou hast trod. 

Thte^ in the watches of the night, 
Will I remember on my bed ; 
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Tbr presence makes the darknees Ught, 
Thy guardian wings are round my haid 

Better than life itself thy love, 

Dearer than all bende to me; 
For whom have I in heaven above, 

Or what on ear& compared with That t 

Praise with mv heart, my mind, my imoi^ 
Will I for all tb]r mercies ^ve ; 

My soul shall still in God rejoice. 
My tongue shall bless thee whilst I liv« 



THE ETERNITY OP GOD. 

t 



Trou (tidst, O Mi^ty God, 
Ere time began its race ; 

Before the ample elements 
Filled up the voids of space: 

Before the ponderous earthly globt 

In fluid air was stayed ; 
Before the ocean's mighty springt 

Their liquid stores dii^layed. 

Era men adored, or angels knew, 
Or praised thy woncuous nama $ 
13 



194 PEITATB DETOTmi. 

ThrbBw, O sacred Spring of fife 
And gloiy were the same. 

And when the |nllan of the worid. 

With sudden ruin, hreak ; 
And all tlds vast and goodly frame 

Knks in the mighty wreck : 

When from her orb the moon shall staiti 
The astonish'd sun roll back; 

While all the trembling starry lamps 
*rheir ancient course forsake : 

• 
For erer permanent and fixed, 

From agitation free ; 
CJnchan^^lM, in everlasting yean, 

SkaU uy existence be. 



QGD EVERY WHERE. 



AsoTB— below — where'er 1 eaze, 
Thy ipidbig finger. Lord, T view, 

Traced m the mHbiight planets' blne^ 
Or glistening in the morning dew ; 

Whatever is heautifbl or fur, 

Is but thine own reflection there. 
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I hear thee in the stonny wind. 

That tome the ocean-wave to loam ; 
Nor less thy wondrous power I find. 

When summer airs around me roam ; 
The tempest and the calm declare 
Thyself, — ^for thou art every where. 

I find thee in the noon of night, 
And read thy name in every atar. 

That drinks its splendour from the Ught 
That flows from mercy's beaming car: 

Thy ibetstocil, Lord, each starry gem 

*Composee-^not thy diadem. 

And when the radiant orb of light 
Hath tipped the mountain-tops with goUHf 

Smote with the blaze my weary sight 
Shrinks from the wonders I behold: 

That ray of glory bright and (air, 

Is but thy living shadow there. 

Thine is the silent noon of night, 
The twilight eve— the dewy moB; 

Whate'er is beautiful and bright. 
Thine hands have fashioned to adoiBl 

Thy glory walks in every sphere, 

And all things whisper, *'Gfod is h«rel** 
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THE BIBLE OUR ONLY TRUB 
GUIDE. 



What ia the world ? — a wildering maze. 
Where sin hath tracked ten thouMtnd waji^ 

Het viotims to insnare ; 
All broady and winding, and aslope. 
All tempting with perndioiu hope, 

AK ending in despair. 

Kfiflions of pilgrims throng these roadii 
Bearing their baubles or their loads 

Down to eternal night ; 
One only path that never bends, 
Narrow, and rough, and steep, ascends 

From darkness Into light. 

Is there no iniide to sboye that path? 
The Bible I-^Hc alone who hatti 

The Bii le need not stray ; 
But he who hath, and will not give 
That light of tifo to all that Ute» 

Himself shall lose the way. 



DIYOTIONAL POfiTRT. 197 



THE THREE MOUNTAINS 

[MontfoiMiy 
When on Sinai's top I see 
God descend in Majesty, 
To proclaim his holy law, 
All my spirit sinks with awe. 

When in ecstacy sublime, ^ 

Tabor's glorious height I climb, 
In the too transporting light. 
Darkness rushes o'er my sight 

When on Calvary I rest, 
God in flesh made manifest 
Shines in my Redeemer's face, 
Full of beauty, truth, and grace. 

Here I would for ever stay. 
Weep and gaze my soul away ; 
Thou art heaven on earth to me. 
Lovely, mournful Calvary. 



FAITH. 

[Site Ctroliaa Wrf 
Faith, like an unsuspecting child, 
8eren^y resting on its mother's arm* 
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Repodng every care npon her GoJ, 
Sleeps oa his bosom, and expects no oarak 

Receives with joy the promises he makes, 
Nor aoestions of lus purpose or his power ; 
She anea not doubting ask, "Can this be 

so?" 
The Lord has said it, and there needs no 

more. 

However deep be the mysterious word, 
However dark, she disbelieves it not; 
Where Reason would examine, Faith obeys, 
And "It is written,*' answers every doubt. 

In vain with rude and overwhelming force 
Conscience repeats her tale of misery; 
And powers infernal, wakeful to destroy 
Urge the worn spirit to desoair and die. 

As evening's pale and solitary star 

But brightens while the darkness gathen 

round. 
So Faith, unmoved amidst surrovndiiig 

storms 
If fairest seen in darkness most profound. 
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HOPE. 



Hope sets the stamp of vam^ on all 
That men have deemed substantii^l aiiioe 

the fall; 
Yet has the wondrous virtue to educe 
From emptiness itself a real use; 
And while she takes, as at a father's hand, 
What health and sober appetite demand, 
From fading good derives, with chemic art, 
That lasting happiness, a thankful heart 
Hope with uplifted foot, set free from earth, 
Pants for the place of her etherial birth, 
On steady wings sails through th' immense 

abyss. 
Plucks amaranthine joys from bowers of 

bliss. 
And crowns the soul, while yet a mourner 

here, 
With wreaths like those triumphant spixka 

wear. 
Hope, as an anchor firm and sure, holds fitft 
The christian vessel, and defies the blast 
Hope! nothing else can nourish or secure 
His new-bom virtues, and presetre him pore. 
Hope! let the wretch once conscious of th<^ 

joy* 

Whom now dcipairmg agonies dofCioji 
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Speak, for he can, and none bo well at ha^ 
what treasures centre, what delights in thee. 
Had he the gems, the spices and the land. 
That boasts the treasure, all at his command ; 
The fragrant grove, th' inestimable mine, 
Were li^t, when weighed against one smile 
of thine. 



THE BEUEVER'S SAFETY. 

[Newtoe. 
Tbat man no guard nor weapon needs, 

Whose heart the blood of Jesus knows ; 
But safe may pass, if duty leads, 

Through burning sand or mountam saowii 

Released from ^uilt, he feels no fear ; 

Redemption is his shidd and tower; 
He sees his Saviour always near 

To help in eveiy trying hour. 

Though I am weak, and Satan strongs 

And often to assault me tries ; 
When Jesus is my shield and song^ 

Abashed the wolf before me ffies^ 

His love possessing, I am blest, 
Seeure whatever change may comas 
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Whither I go, to east or west, 
With him I still sbidl be at home. 

If placed beneath the northern pole, 
Though winter reigns with rigour there ; 

His gracious beams would cheer my soul, 
Anid make a spring throughout the year. 

Or if the desert's sun-burnt soil 
My lonely dwelling e'er should prove ; 

H is p resence would support my toil^ 
Whose smile is life, whose voice is love* 



A SOLEMN LITANY. 

[OfaM. 
Saviour! when in dust to thee 
Low we bend th' adoring knee. 
When repentant to the skies 
Scarce we lift our streaming eyeiy— 
Oh, by all thy pains and wo, 
Sufiei^d once for man below. 
Bending from thy throne on high, 
Hear our solemn litany! 

By thy helpless infant vean — 
By thy life of want and tears-— 
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By thy dnju of «pie tfa Um 
In the savage wfldemees — 
By the dreM, permitted hour 
Of th* insiiltmg Temptei's pow'^- 
Turn, O turn, a pitying eye. 
Hear our solemn litany ! 

By the sacred griefs that wept 
O'er tiie grave where Laz'nxs slept— 
By the boding tears that flow'd 
Over Salem's lov'd abode— 
By the angoish'd si^h that told ^ 
T'reachery lurk'd within thy fold— 
From thy seat above the sky, 
Hear our solemn litany ! 

By thine hour of dire despair — 
By thine agony of |>rayei>— 
By the cross, the nail, the thom, 
Piercing spear, and torturing 
By the gloom that veil'd the 
O'er the dreadful sacrifice- 
Listen to our humble cry, 
Hear our solemn litany ! 

By the deep expiring groan- 
By the sad sepulchral stone— 
Br the vault whose dark aboda 
Held in vain the rising Qod— 
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Oh» from earth to heaven raator'd, 
Mipitj, re-asceikded Lord, 
Liften, listen to the cry 
Ot our solemn litany ! 



VANITY OF LIFE. 

[Aaom, 
What is life? — a rapid stream, 

EoUine onward to the ocean. 
What islife ? — a troubled dream, 

Fii^l of incident and motion. 

What is life ?--the arrow's flight, 
That mocks the keenest gazer's ey«w 

What is ltfe?'^a gleam of light, 
Darting through a stormy sky. 

What i» life ? — a varied tale, 
Deeply moving, (juickly told. 

What IS life? — a vision pale, 
Vanishing while we behold. 

What is life ?-^a smoke, a vapour. 
Swiftly mingling with the air. 

What is life ?-^a dying taper. 
The spark that ^ows to duappcw. 



S04 PRITATB DITOTMir. 

Whtt it life ?— ft flower thftt blowi^ 
Nipped by the frost, ftnd qoiddy daid. 

What is life? — ^the full-blown roee^ 
That's scorched at noon and wiU ieidL 

Such is life, — a bTeath, a spaHy 
A moment quickly gone from thee. 

What is death?— Oh! mortal man I 
Thy entrance on eternity. 



LIFE, DEATH, AND ETERNITY. 



A SHADOW moving by one's side, 

That would a substance seem, 
That is, vet is not, — ^tliough descried— 

Like skies beneath the stream : 
A tree that's ever in the bloom. 

Whose fiiiit is never ripe ; 
A wish for joys that never come^— 

Such are the hopes of Life. 

A dari^ inevitable night ; 

A blank that will remain : 
A waiting for the momin(^ u^it, 

When waiting is invam; 
A enlf where pathway never led 

To show the depth beneadi ; 
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A thing wo know not, yet we dresd, — 
That dreaded thing is Death. 

The vaulted void of porple sky, 

That every where extends, 
That stretches from the dazzled eye, 

In space that never ends 
A morning, whose uprisen sun 

No setting e'er shall see ; 
A day that comes without a noon,— 

Such is Eternity. 



ON PRAYER. 

[GnaaiBglMSk 
Tbrouor the skies when the thunder m 
huri*d 
The child to its parent will flee ; 
TIrUB amidst the rebukes of the world, 
1 turn, O my Father, to thee ! 

In vain would they bid me retire ; 

In vain would thev silence my prayer ; 
'TIS eye-sight, tis life, I require ; 

I seek to be snatch'd from despair. 

In thb valley of sorrow and strife, 
Flaj«r shall rise wiA my eaiiiest breath; 
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[t shall wasL in the busmefs of life, 
And soften the struggles of deetfa. 



ON PRAYER. 

Lord, when we bend before thy tiuiultb 

And our confessions pour, 
Teach us to feel the sins we own 

And shun what we deplore. 

Our contrite spirits pitying see^ 

And penitence impart ; 
And let a healing ray from thee 

Beam hope upon me hearL 

YHien our responsive tongues esMj 
Their grateful songs to raifle ; 

Giant that our souls may join the li^. 
And rise to thee in piiiise* 

When we disclose oar wants in pmjM^ 

May we our wills resign ; 
And not a thought our bosom ahan^ 

Which is not wholly thine. 

Let faith each meek peti^onfiU, 
And waft it to the skies ; 



invonmiAii pomiT* 



Andtaach <rar hearts 'tis goodneu idll 
That gxmnts it or denies. 



THE COMPLAINT. 

[H. K. Wkito 

It is not that my lot is low, 
That bids this silent tear to flow ; 
It is not grief that bids me moan, 
It is that I am all alone. 

In woods and glens I love to roam, 
When the tired hedger hies him home ; 
Or by the woodland pool to rest, 
When pale the star looks on its breast. 

Yet when the silent evening sighs 
With hallowed air and symphonies, 
My spirit takes another tone, 
And sighs that it is all alone. 

The avtmnn leaf is sear and dead. 
It floats upon the water's bed ; 
I would not be a leaf to die. 
Without recording sorrow's sigh. 

The woods and winds, with sudden wafl. 
Tell all the same unvaried tale ; 
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Pfo none to smile when I am fine^ 
And, when I ogh, to sigh with 



Yet m my dreams a form I view, 
That thinks on me, and loves me too { 
I start, and when the vision's flown, 
I weep that I am all alone. 



REMONSTRANCE. 

SVT art thou thus indeed alone, 
,aite unhefriended— all unknown ? 
And hast thou then His love forffot, 
Who formed thy frame, and fixed thy lot 9 

Who laid his Son within the grave, 
Thy soul from endless death to save ; 
Who gave his Spirit to console, 
And make thy wounded bosom wholoT 

Is not his voice in evening's gale ? 
Beams not with him the star so pale? 
Is there a leaf can fade or die, 
Unnoticed by his watchful eye? 

Each fluttering hope, each anxioas fev 
Bach lonely mfjti^ each alont tear^ 
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To thine Almighty Friend is known, 
And nytt thou, tnou art all alone } 



FERVENT VOWS AND PEl'ITIONS. 

[Monrrlaa Hyaa. 
Thre will I love, my strength and tower. 

Thee will I love, my joy and crown; 
Thee will I love with afl my power. 

In all my works, and Thee alone ! 
Thee will I love, till that pure fire 
Fill my whole soul with cnaate denrcu 

In darkness willingly I stray'd; 

1 sought Thee, yet from Thee I roved: 
For wide my wandering thoughts wen 
spread, 

Thy creatures more than Thee I loved ; 
And now, if more at length I see, 
Tis through thy light, ana comes from Thee. 

I thank Thee, uncreated Sun, 

That thy bright beams on me haye ihin*d ; 
1 thank Thee, who hast ovenhrown 

My foes, and heal'd my wacnoed mind; 
I thank Thee, whose enlivenm^ voice 
Bids my fireed heart rs Theo rejoic*. 
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Give to my «jte refresfung te*ri; 

Give to my heart chaste, hallowed §Mi - 
Give to my eoul, with filial fears, 

The love that all heav*n'8 host inspirea 
That all my powers, with all their might. 
In thy sole ^ory may unite. 

Thee will I love, my Joy, my Crown ! 

ThM will I love, my Lord, my God ! 
ThM ^riSi I love, though all may frown. 

Ami thorns and briers perplex my road « 
Yea, when my flesh and neart decays 
Thee shall I love in endless day. 



dhOE t>OOR MAN'S PRAYER. 

f J. Coodw. 
A^machhave laf worldly good 

As e'er my Master had, 
I diet pa as daiaty food. 
And am as ricoly clad, 
Though plam my garb, though «b«M 

boara, 
As Maiy'a Son and nature's Lord. 

The QMOger was his iofant ben. 
His home the momitain-csva* 



~*jir 
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He had not where to lay his head, 

He borrowed e'en his ^rave; 
Earth yielded him no resting spot, 
Her Maker, but she knew him not 

As much the world's good-will I shar^; 

Its favours and applause, 
As He whose blessed name I bear, 

Hated without a cause ; 
Despised, rejected, mocked by pride^ 
Betray'd, forsaken, crucified. 

Why should I court my Master's fi>dt 

Why should I fear its frown? 
Why should I seek for rest below t 

Or si^h for brief renown? 
A pilgrim to a better land. 
An heir of joy at God's right hand* 



HERE AND THERE, 

[Hanindi 

HBms, Utss is short, imperfect, inseciirti 
But total, absolute, and perfect fAert. 
Here, time's a moment, choit our IwppieO 

state; 
Tkertf ioAnite duration is our dateu 
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Here, Satan tempts, and troubles e'en thebeat; 
There Satan*s power extends not to the blesU 
In a weak simple body, here I dwell; 
But there I drop this frail and sickly shell 
Herey my best thoughts are stained with guUt 

ana fear; 
But love and pardon shall be perfect there. 
Here, my best duties are defiled wnth sin ; 
There, all is case without and peace witlun. 
Here, feeble failh supplies my only light ; 
There, faith and hope are swallowed up in 

sight 
Here, love of self my fairest works destroys 
There, love of God shall perfect all my joys 
Here, things, as in a glass, are darkly shown| 
There, I shall know as clearly as I'm known* 
Frail are the faurest flowers which bloom 

below; 
There, freshest palms on roots immortal 

grow. 
Here, wants and cares perplex my anxious 

mind; 
But spirits there a calm fruition find. 
Here, disappointments my best schemes d^ 

Btroy; 
There, those that sowed in tears shall reap 

in joy. 
Here, vanity is stamped on all below ; 
Perfection, l/Kre^ on evtiy good shall grow. 
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Hn'if my fond heart is fastened on sobm 

friend, 
Whose kindness may, whose life must, hay« 

an end ; 
But thertf no failure can I ever proven- 
God cannot disappoint, for Goa is love. 
Here, Christ for sinners suffered, groaned, 

and bled ; 
But there, he reigns the great triumphant 

Head. 
Here, mocked and scourged, he wore a 

crown of thorns ; 
A crown of glory there his brow adorns. 
Here, err.ir clouds the will, and dims the 

sight; 
There, all is knowledge, purity, and lighL 
Here, so imperfect is Uiis mortal state. 
If blest myself, I mourn some other's fate— 
At every human wo I here repine ; 
The joy of every saint shall there be mine. 
Here, u I lean, the world shall pierce my 

heart; 
But there, that broken reed and I shall part 
Here, on no promised good can I depend ; 
But there, the Rock of ages is my friend. 
Here, if some sudden joy delight inspire, 
The dread to lose it wnps the rising fire ; 
But there, whatever good the soul eraplo^,^ 
The thought, that tis eternal, crowns thejoy I 



314 p^nrATB oktotioh. 

aUESTIONS AND ANSWERa 

[James MoatffomAry 

Flowsrs, wherefore do ye bloom? 
—We strew thy pathway to the tomb. 

Stars, wherefore do ye rise ? 
—To light thy spirit to the skies. 

O sun, what makes thy beams so bright t 
—The Word that said,— "Let there be 
light" 

Nature, whence sprang thy glorious flame t 
—My Maker called me, and I came.- 

O Light, thy subtle essence who may know? 
—Ask not; for all thmgs but myself I show* 



What is yon arch which every where I 
—The sign of omnipresent Deity. 

Winds, whence and whither do ye blow 7 
— ^Thou must be born again to know. 

Bow in the cloud, what token dost thou bear 7 
—That justice still cries ^* Stnke," and mer- 
cy " Spare." 

Rise, glitter, break ; yet, bubble, tell thewhy 7 
—To show the course of aU beneath the sky. 
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Ocean, ivhat law thy ehainleat vavi* aan- 

fined 1 
—That which in reason's limits holds thy 

mind. 

Time, whither dost thou flee? 
— 1 travel to eternitv. 

Eternity, what art thou, — say ? 
—Time past, time present, time to 
to-day. 

Ye Dead, where can your dwelling bfl 
—The house for all the living ; 
see. 

O life, what is thy breath ? 
—A vapour lost m death. 

O Death, how ends thy atrife 7 
—In everlasting life. 

O Grave, where is thy victonr? 
. -Ask Him who rose again ftr 



RETIREMENT. 



Far l^om the world, O Lord, I flat. 
From strife and danger fitf { 



fClMryar, 



9Vqm flMMt wbtn SaUn wtges 0f3I 
Hit most succeitful war. 

The ealm retreat, the (^uiet shade, 
With pray'r and praise agree, 

And ieem by thy sweet bounty mada 
For those who follow thee. 

TbM if thy Spirit touch the soul. 

And erace her mean abode, 
Oh, with what joy, and peace, andlof% 

8he communes with her God I 

There, like the nightingale, she pottrs 

Her solitary lays. 
Nor asks a witness to her song. 

Nor thirsts for human praise. 

Author and Guardian of my life^ 
Sweet Source of light divme! 

And, all harmonious names in one^ 
My Saviour ! — thou art mine ! 

What thanks I owe thee, and what praiM^ 

A boundless, endless store. 
Shall echo through the realms abovc^ 

Whon time shall be no more. 
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RETIREMENT. 



[CitJuiliigL. 
CoMK, efcape from the tempests of lue, 

From the world to the desert retire ; 
Clnit this re^on of tumult and rtrife. 

To rekindle the heavenly fire. 

Poor pilgrim ! thy strength must be sought 
In the heart-breathing accents of prayer ; 

In public the battle be fought, 
But in secret tlie weapon prepare. 

Oh, rest from thy labours awhile ; 

Go alone, on the mount, with thy Lord i 
Go. bask in the beam of his smile, 

And feed on the wealth of his word. 



INFLUENCE OP COMMUNION 
WITH GOD. 

fCuWpMF* 

fv REN one, that holds cominunion with the 

skjies, 
Has filled his urn where these pure watere 

fise, 
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And once more nungles wilh us meaner 

* things, 
*Ti8 e*cr as if an ani^el shook his w'mgB ; 
Immortal fragrance ^lis the circuit wide, 
That tells us whence his treasures are sup* 

plied. 
80 when the ship, well freighted with tho 

stores 
The sun matures on India's spicy shores. 
Has droppM her anchor, and her can?aae 

furl'd. 
In some safe haven of our western world, 
•Twere vain inquiry to what port she went. 
The gale informs us, laden with the scent 



WALKING WITH GOD, 

r 

Ob, for a closer walk with Qod^ 
A calm and heav'nly frame; 

A liffht to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb. 

Where is the blessedness I knew 
When first I saw the Lord? 

Where is the soul-refreshing view 
Of Jesus and his word? 
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Wliat peaceful hoars I once entoy-d * 
HoM' sweet their mem'ry still • 

But they have left an aching void, 
The world can never filL 

Return, O holy Dove, return, 

Sweet messenger of rest! 
1 hate the sins that made thee moon, 

And drove thee from my breast. 

The dearest idol I have known, 

Whatever that idol be ; 
Help me to tear it from thy throne ; 

And worship only thee. 

80 shall my walk be close with Gk>d| 

Calm and serene my frame : 
So purer light shall mark the road 

That leads me to the Lamb. 



DAILY DUTIES, DEPENDENCE AlfD 
ENJOYMENT. 

[ChriatianObMnmr. 

" For whethe** n^ nve, we lire onto the Lord | ma4 
whetb^ tre die, we die onto the Lord." 

i2psi.xhr.9. 

Whbm, streaming from the eastern skiei^ 
The morning light ealuces my eyes, 
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O San of Righteonsness divine, 
On me, with beams of mercy, shine ; 
Chase the dark cloads of guilt away, 
And turn my darkness into day. 

When to Hcaren's great and gloriooi Kinn^ 
My morning sacrifice I bring, 
ikod moummg o'er rny guilt and shamfl^ 
Ask mercy in my Saviour's name, 
Theri, Jesus, sprinkle with thy blood, 
And be my advocate with God. 

As every day th^ mercy spares, 
Will bring its trials and its cares, 

Saviour, till my life shall end. 
Be thou my counsellor and friend ; 
Teach me thy precepts, all divine^ 
And be thy great example mine. 

When pain transfixes every part, 
And languor settles at the tK!ait ; 
When, on my bed, diseased, oppress 

1 turn, and sis^h, and long for resi ; 
O great Physician ! see my grief. 
And grant thy servant sweet relieC 

Should PoTorty's consuming blow, 
Lajr «11 my worldly comfoitf low. 
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And neither help nor hope appear, 
My steps to guide, my heart to cheer ; 
. Lord ! pity and supply my seed, 
For thou on earth, wsst poor indeed* 

Should Providence profusely poor 
Us various blessings in mv store^ 
O keep me from the ills, that wait 
C )n such a seeming prosperous state : 
From hurtful passions set me free, 
And humbly may 1 walk with thee. 

When each day's scenes and labours close^ 
And wearied nature seeks repose. 
With pardoning mercy richly blest, 
Guard me, my Saviour, while I rest : 
And, as each morning sun shall rise, 
O lead me onward to the skies. 

And, at my life's last setting sun, 
My conflicts o'er, my labours done : 
Jesus, thine heavenly radiance shed. 
To cheer and bless my dying bed. 
And from death's gloom my spirit raiM^ 
''To lee thy fiice, and aing thy pnuee.* 
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THE BIRTH OP CHRIST. 

BuoHTCST and best of the sons of the moin- 
ing, 
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thina 
aid! 
Star of the east the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer it 
laid. 

Cold on his o*ad]e the dew-drops are shin- 

i°g> 
Low lies hb bed with the beasts of tha 
stall ; 
Ansels adore him in slumber reclining* 
Maker, and Monarch, and Saviour of alL 

Say, shall weyield him, in costly devotioii. 

Odours of Eiden, and offerings divine, 
Gkms of the mountain, and pearls of tfaA 
ocean. 
Myrrh from the forest, and gold fromtba 
mine? 

Vainlj we offer each ample oblation ; 

Vamly with gold would his favour secure; 
Richer by far is the heart's adoration, 

Dearer to GKmI are the prayers of the poorl 
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Brightest and best of the mus of the morn- 
ing, 
Dkwn on oar darkness, and lend us thine 
aid! 
Btar oftUie east the horizon adorning^ 
Guide irhere our infant Redeemer la laid. 



LIVING TO CHRIST. 

[Morairiaa Hyan. 
O DRAW me, Saviour, after Thee, 

So shall I run, and never tire : 
With gracious words stiU comfort ne ; 

Be Thou, my hope, my sole desire; 
Free me from every weight : nor fear 
Nor sin eon come, if Thou art here. 

In suffering be thy love my peace, 
In weakness be thy love my power: 

And when the storms of life shall 
Jesusi in that imporuint hour, 

In deatii, as life, be Thou my goid^ 

And save mef who for me mist ditot 
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FORSAKING ALL FOR CHRIST 

{Qnm. 

Jctus, I my cross have taken, 

All to leave, and follow thee ; 
Naked, poor, despis'd, forsaken 

Thou, from hence, my all shall be; 
Perish every fond ambition, 

All I've sought, or hop'd, or known. 
Yet how rich is my condition, 

Qod and heaven are still my own. 

Let the world despise and leave me 

They have left mv Saviour too : 
Human hearts and looks deceive me, 

Thou art not, like them, untrue ; 
And whilst thou shalt smile upon me^ 

God of wisdom, love, and might, 
Foes may hate, and friends may scorn bm^ 

Show thy face, and all is bright 

Qoy then, earthly fame and treamiTe, 
Come, disaster, scorn, and pain. 

In thy service pain is pleasure. 
With thy favour loss is gaim 

I have call'd thee Abba, Father, 
I have set my heart on thee, 

Storms may howl, and clouds may fAtlfl% 

All most work for good to m^ 



Man may trouble and distreM me, 
' 'Twill but drive me to thy breast ; 
Life with trials hard may press me, 

Heaven will bring me sweeter reat* 
Oh ! 'tis not in grief to harm me, 

While thy love is left to me ; 
Oh ! 'twere not in joy to charm me. 

Were that joy unmix'd with thee. 

Soul, then know thy full salvation, 
- Rise o'er sin, and fear, and care, 
Joy to find in every station 

Something still to do or bear ; 
Think what Spirit dwells within thee ; 

Think what Father's smiles are thine; 
Think that Jesus died to win thee : 

Child of heaven canst thou repine ? 

Haste thee on from grace to giory, 

Arm'd by faith, and wing'd by prayer | 
Heaven's eternal days before thee, 

God's own hand shall guide thee then^ 
Soon shall close thy earthly mission^ 

Soon shall pa^is thy pilgrim days ; 
Hope shall change to gle^ fruition. 

Faith to sight, and prayer to fmieflb 



IS 



Bd£DlTATING ON THE CROSSL 

SwEVT the momeotB, rich in MeMBg^ 

Which before the croM I spend ; 
Life, mnd hemltb, and maice posseniii^ 

From the sinner's ojin^ Friend, 
Here IMl sit for ever viewing, 

Mercy's streams in streuns of bloo^ 
Precious drops ray soul bedewinff, 

Plead and claim my peace with God. 

Truly blessed is this station, 

Low before his cross to lie, 
While I see divine compassion 

Floating in his languid eye : 
Heie it is I find my heaven, 

While upon the Lamb I gaze, 
Love I much? — iVe much foigivo^ 

I'm a miracle of grace. 

Love and grief my heart dividing. 

With my tears his feet Til ba&e, 
Constant still in faith abiding, 

Life deriving from his deaOi ; 
May I still enjoy this feeling, 

In all need to Jesus go ; 
Prt've his wounds each day morehetliQi^ 

And kiimielf more deeply know. 
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A SACRAMENTAL HYMN. 

Bread of heaven » — on thee I feed. 
For thy flesh is meat indeed : 
Ever may my soul be fed 
With this true and hving bread ; 
Day by day with strength supplied. 
Through the life of him who died. 

Vine of heaven !--thy blood supplie* 
This blest cup of sacrifice. 
Tis thy wounds mv hpalinggive: 
To thy cross I look', and live. 
Thou, my life ! Oh ! let me be 
Rooted, grafted, built on thee! 



THIS DO IN REMEMBRANCE OP 

ME. 



Ip human kindness meets return, 
And owns the grateful tie ; 

If tender thoughts within us barn, 
To feel a friend is nigh : 

Oh, shall not warmer accent! tdl 
The gmtitnde we owe 



(Noel. 
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To Him who died, our fean to qadi. 
Our more than orphan's wo ! 

While yet his anguishM soul survsyM 
Those panjifs he would not flee ; 

What love his latest words displayed— > 
** Meet and remember me !'* 

Remember Thee !->tiiy death, thy ibuMw 

Our sinful hearts to share ; 
Ohv memory, leave no other namo 

But His recorded there ! 



COMFORT IN AFFUCTION. 



Os, thou who dry*st the mourner's tatr. 

How dark this world would be, 

I^ when deceiy'd and wounded here, 

We could not fly to thee ! 

The Trends who in our sunshine Iif«^ 

When winter comes, are flown ; 

And he who has but tears to ciT% 

Must weep those tears alone ; 

But thou wilt heal that broken Iwu^ 

Which, like the ptMta thai tbiov 
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Their fragrance from the wounded pai% 
Breallies sweetness out of wo. 

When joy no longer soothes or cheoa, 

And e'en the hope that threw 

A moment's sparkle o*er our tears, 

I« dimmed and vanished too ! 

Oh, who could bear life's stormy doon^ 

Did not thy wing of love 

Come brightly wafting through the gloom 

One Peace-Branch from above ! 

Then sorrow, touch'd by thee, grows blight 

With more than rapture's ray ; 

As darkness shows us worlds of light 

We neyer saw by day. 



COMFORT UNDER AFFUCTION. 

Whin gathering clouds aromid I view, 
And days are dark, and friends are few. 
On Him I lean, who not in vain 
Experienced every human pain. 
He sees my griefs, allays my fears, 
And counts and treasures up my teaifb * 
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Tf aught should tempt my soul to stray 
From heavenly wisdom's narrow way ; 
To fly the good I would pursue, 
Or do the ming I would not do ; 
Still He, who felt temptation's power, 
Shall guard me in that dangerous hour. 

If wounded love my bosom swell, 
Despised by those I prized too well; 
He shall his pitying aid bestow, 
Who felt on earth severer wo ; 
At once betrayed, denied, or fled» 
By those who shared his daily bread. 

When vexing thoughts witliin me rise, 
And, sore dismayed, my spirit dies ; 
Yet He who did vouchsafe to bear 
The sickening anguish of despair, 
Shall sweetly sooSie, shall gently diy, 
The throbbing heart, the strcammg eye. 

When mourning o*er some stone I bend. 
Which covers dl thai was a friend ; 
And from his voice, his hand, his smile, 
Divides me for a little while ; 
Thou, Saviour, mark'st the tears I shed. 
For tiion didst weep o'er Luaros dead. 
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i^nd O! when I have safely passed 
Through every conflict but the last ; 
Btill, still unchanging, watch beside 
Mj painful bed — ^for thou hast died : 
Th<;n ])oint to realms of cloudless day. 
And wipe the latest tear away. 



RESIGNATION. 

On, thou whose mercy guides my way, 
Though now it seem severe, 

Forbid my unbeUef to say. 
There is no mercy here ! 

Oh, mnt me to desire the pain 
That comes in kindness down, 

More than the world's supremest gain 
Succeeded by a frown. 

Then, though thou bend my spirit low« 

Love only shall I see 
The very hand that strikes the blow 

Was wounded once for ma. 
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RESIGNATION TO PROVIDENCES 

Th« Lord ; how tender is hit love^ 

His justice, how august; 
Hence ail her fears ray soul derives. 

There anchors all her trust. 

He showers the manna from above, 

To feed the barren waste ; 
-Or points with death the rushing hail. 
And femine waits the blast. 

He bids distress forget to groan, 
The sick from anguish cease ; 

In dungeons spreacS his healing wiog^ 
And 9olUy whispers-^eaci. 

Elif vengeance rides the rushing windt 

Or tips the bolt with flame : 
Hi* goodness breathes in every brMi% 

And. warms in «vefy beam. 

For me, O Lord I whatever loc 
The hours commissioned bring ; 

If all my withering blessings die. 
Or fairer clusters spring ; 



Oh I grant that still with grateful h&U^ 
My years resigned may run ; 

Tis thine to give, or to resume; 
And may thy will be done ! 



THE COVENANTERS* COM- 
MUNION. 

When the orb of room enlightens 

Hill and mountain, mead and dell ; 
Wiien the dim horizon brightens, 

And the serried clouds dispel ; 
And the sun-flower eastward bending^ 

Its fidelity to prove ;— • 
Be thy gratitude ascending 

Unto liim whose name is Love. 

When the vesper-star is beaming 

In the coronet of even : 
And the lake and river gleaming 

With the ruddy hues of heaven: 
When a thousand notes are bleooiQf 

In the forest and the grove;-— 
B«} thy gratitude ascending 

Unto him whose oame is Loveu 
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When the stare appear in 

In the portals ofthe west, 
Bespangung the pavilions 

Where the blessed are at rest ^ 
When the milky way is glowing 

In the cope of heaven above ;-~ 
Let thy cratitude be flowing 

Unto Him whose name is Love 



COMMUNION WITII CHRIST. 

(Hosk 
Wrin in the houra of lonejv wo, 
I give my sorrows leave to fiow ; 
And anxious fear and dark distrust 
Weigh down my spirit to the dust; 

When not e^en friendship's gentle aid 
Can heal the wounds the worid has 
Oh, this shall check each rising iigfa 
That Jesus is for ever nigh. 

His counsels and upholding can 
My safetv and my comfort are: 
And he snail guide me all mv aay% 
Till glory crown the work of gn^a. 



Jwna, in whom but thee above 
Can I repose my trust, my love? 
And shall an earthly object be 
Lov'd in comparison with thee 7 

My flesh is hastening to decay, 
Soon shall the worlcThave passed away ; 
And what can mortal friends avail. 
When heart, and strength, and life shall fail? 

But, oh, be thou my Saviour nigh, 
And I will triumph while I die ! 
My strength, my portion is divine, 
And Jesus is for ever mine - 



SEPARATION. 

Whbw forced to part from those we bve^ 

If sure to meet to-morrow, 
We still a pang of anguish prove, 

And feel a touch of sorrow. 

But who can paint the briny tears 
We shed when thus we sever. 

If forced to part for months, for yean. 
To put — ^perhaps^ ever ! 
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ANSWER. 

But if ourtboughtB arc fizod aright, 

A cheering hope is given, 
Though here our proapecU end in oigltty 

We meet again in heaven. 

Tea, if our souls are raised abQV% 
rris sweet when thus we sever. 

Since parting in a Saviour's lovfl^ 
We part to nuetfor wtr / 



WHAT IS LIFE? 



H. O. &. 



I ASKED a man of sorrow and of tears. 
Whose looks told anguish pressed him mon 

than vears ; ^ 

He mused awhile, and then dislinetly said^ 
^ Life is a burden — would that I wore dead.** 

I asked a Christian who had early strayed 
From virtue's paths ; this was tne answer 

made- 
** Life is a precious boon to mortals giveo, 
Which, if weU spent, wiU be >«Mw«d i» 

heaven." 
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{asked a youth, whose cheerfulness of mien 
Bespoke him happy in this active scene ; 
He told me 'twas " a poefs golden Hream ;" 
And leaving me, rushed forward with the 
stream. 

1 questioned age ; it heaved a heavy sigh, 
Expressing volumes : this was its reply—* 
*' Life is at best but a tempestuous sea. 
That fast rolls onward to eternity." 

I adced myself, a voice appeared to say— 
** Beware you value it wlule yet you may ; 
Tis a rich gift thy GUkI bestowed on thee | 
Abuse it not— 'twere better not to be.* 



WHAT IS TIME? 



t AfSBD an aged man, a man of cares, 
Wrinkled, and curved, and white with hoary 

hairs; 
<« Tinw is the wsi)} of lii«,*» he said, «" O teD 
The 7oang» the fair, the gay to wmm H 
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I asked th« ancient Tenerable dead. 
Sages who wrote, and warriors who bM j 
From the cold enve a hollow murmur flowed, 
^Time sowed the suds we reap in this 
abode!" 

I asked a during sinner, ere the stroke 

Of ruthless death life's " golden bowl had 

broke *" 
I asked hiin, What is time? << Time," be i^ 

plied, 
" I've lost it Ah the tretuure /** and be died I 

I asked the golden sun and silver spheres. 
Those bright chronometers of days and 

years ; 
They answered, " Time is but a 



glare,*' 
And bade me for eternity prepare. 

I asked the seasons, in their annual round 
Which beautify, or desolate the ground : 
And they replied, (no oracle more wise,} 
«*Tis folly's bUmkj and wisdom's highflil 
jwise/" 

I asked a spirit lost, but, O the shriek 
lint pierced my soul! I ahuddor wbBm 1 
■peak! 
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It eriod, '' A parUde ! a tpak ! a ndte 
Of endless years, duration infinite *'* 

Of thingslnanimate, my dial I 
Consulted, and it made me his reply, 
*'Time is the season fair of living welly 
The path to glory, or the path to nell.** 

I asked my Bible, and methinks it said, 
** Thine is the present hour, the past is flad ; 
Live! live to-day! ^o-morroto never yet. 
On any human being, rose or set !" 

I asked old father Time himself at last; 
But in a moment he flew swiAly past ; 
His chariot was a cloud, the viewless windf 
His noiseless steeds, that left no trace bei- 
hind. 

I asked the mighty angel, who shall stand, 
One foot on sea, and one on solid land : 
" By heaven's great King, I swear tha nj» 

tery*s o*er ! 
Time loos,** he cried, — ^ but time shall be tm 
P 
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TO-MORROW. ProTerbs zzriL S. 



To-iiORROw !•— mortal, boast not thou 
Of time and tide that are not now ! 
But think, in one revolving day 
How earthly things may pass away ! 

To-day— while hearts with rapture spring 
The youth to beauty's lip may cling ; 
To-morrow— and that lip of bliss 
May sleep unconscious of his kiss. 

To-day — the blooming spouse may pMfii 
Her husband in a fond caress ; 
To-morrow— and the hands that prcitad 
May wildly strike her widowed breast 

To-day — ^the clasping babe may dram 
The milk-stream from its mother's reiai 
To-morrow, like a frozen rill, 
That bosom-current may bo stiU. 

To-day — thy merry heart may feast 
On herb and fruit, and bird and beast; 
To-morrow — spite of all tliy glee, 
The hungry worms may feast on thea. 
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To-monow I— mortal, boast not thmi 
Of time and tide that are not now ! 
But tibink, in one revolving day 
That even thyaelf may'st pasa awaj. 



HOPE IN THE RESURRECTION. 

[H.K.WUta. 
Tbrovoh sorrow's nighL and danger's oath, 

Amid the deepening gloom, 
We soldiers of an iniorad King 

Are marching to the tomb. 

There, when the turmoil is no mdfi^ 

And all our powers decav, 
Onr cold remains in solitade 

Shdl sleep the years away. 

Our labours done, secm«ly laid 

In this our last retreat, 
Unheeded o'er our sUent dust 

The storms of life shall beat 

Yet not thus lifeless, thus inane, 

The vital spark shall lie. 
For o'er life's wreck that spark vHill 

To seek its kindred sky. ^ 

16 
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These aahea too, ^m little dus^ 
Our Father's care bhall keep, 

Till the last angel rise and hniik 
The long and dreary sleeps 

Then love's soft dew o'er every cj9- 
Shall shed its mildest rays, 

And the long silent dust siudl buitl 
With shouts of endless praise. 



RESURRECTION. 

(Aaoa; 
Our life bow short! a groan, a sigh; 
We live — and then begin to die : 
But oh ! how great a mercy this, 
That death's a portal into bUss ! 

My soul! death swallows up thy fearii 
My grave-dothes wipe away all tears; 
W hy should we fear this purtin^ paiiii 
Who die, that we may lire agam. 
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STEADY PURSUIT OF HEAVEN, 



Trb dove let loose in eastern skies, 

Returning fondly home, 
Ne'er stoops to earth her wing, nor flies 

Where idler warblers roam ; 

But high she shoots throogh air and light, 

Above all low delay. 
Where nothing earthly bounds her ffight^ 

Nor shadow dims her way. 

So grant me, Lord ! from every stun, 

Of sinful passion free. 
Aloft, through virtue's purer aii^ 

To steer my course to thee ! 

No sin to cloud, no lure to stay^ 
My soul, as home she spring! , 

Thy sunshine on her joyful way. 
Thy freedom on her wingip 
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HEAVEN. 

The golden palace of my God 

Towering above the clouda I see, 
Beyond the cherub's bright abode, 

Higher than angels* thoughts can be : 
How can I in those courts appear 

Without a wedding garment on 7 
Conduct me, thou life-giver, there, 

Conduct me to thy glorious throne , 
And clothe me with thjr robes of light, 
And lead me through sin's darksome nigbl* 
My Saviour and my Qod. 



THE HEAVENLY REST. 

[Abobjbnh. 
Tbkke is an hour of peaceful rest, 
To mourning wanderers given ; 
There is a joy for souls distressed, 
A balm for every wounded breast— 
»Tis found above— in heaven. 

There is a soft, a downy bed, 
'TIS fair as breath of even , 
A couch for weary mortals spread. 
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Where they tmy rest the aching head. 
And find repoue, in heaven ! 

There is a home for weary souls, 

By sin and sorrow driveii ; 
When tossed on life's tempestuous shoals^ 
Where storms arise, and ocean rolls. 

And all is drear but heaven ! 

There faith lifts up her cheerful eye 

To brighter prospects given ;^ 
And views tlie the tempest passing by, 
The evening shadows quicKly fly 

And all serene in heaven ! 

There fragrant flowers, immortal blooin, 

And joys supreme are given : 
There rays divine disperse the gloom: 
Beyond the confines of the tomb. 

Appears the dawn of heaven. 



THE HEAVENLY SABBATH. 

[DoddridfSi. 
LoED of the sabbath, hear our vows, 
On this thy day, in this thine house ; 
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And own, u ^teiiil sacrifice, 

The aongs whioii from the desert rise. 

Thine earthly sabbatlis, Lord, we love ; 
But there's a nobler rest above ; 
To that our labouring souls aspire, 
With ardent hope and strong aesire. 

No more fatigue, no more distress, 
Nor sin, nor death, shall reach that place t 
No tears shall mingle with the songs 
That warble from immortal tongues. 

No rude alarms of raging foes. 
No cares to break the long repose. 
No midnight shade, no clouded sun- 
But sacred, high, eternal noon. 

O long expected day, begin ; 
Dawn on these realms oi wo and tin ; 
Fain would we leave this weary road, 
And sleep ia death to rest with God, 



THE HEAVENLY TEMPLE. 

Whbrb high the heavenly temple stands. 
The house of God not made with hands. 
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K gr^t High Priest onr nature WQti% 
The guardian of mankind appeara. 

He ivhofor men their surety stoodL 
And pour'd on earth his precious bloody 
Pursues in heaven his mighty plan. 
The Saviour and tlie friend of man. 

Though now ascended up on high, 
He bends on earth a brother's eye ; 
Partaker of tlie human name, 
He knows the frailty of our frame. 

* 

Our fellow-sufPrer yet retains 
A fellow-feeling of our pains, 
And still remembers in the skies^ 
His tears, his agonies, and criea. 

In every pang that rends the heai^ 
The IVfan of sorrows had apart ; 
He sympathizes with our gnef, 
And to the sufferer sends relieC 

With boldness, therefore, at the thnnt 
Let us make all our sorrows known. 
And ask the aids of heav'niy pow*r 
To help us in the evil hour. 
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THE DAY AFTER JUDGMENT. 



[MontfoiDi 
The days and yean of time are fled, 

Sun, moon, and stars have shone their lad. 
The earth and sea gave up their dead, 
' Then vanished at the archangel's blast r 
All secret things have been revealed, 
Judgment is past, the sentence sealed. 
And man to all eternity 
What he is now henceforth must be, 

* From Adam to his youngest heir, 
Not one escaped that muster-roU ; 

Each, as if he alone were there. 
Stood up, and won or lost his soul ; 

These from the Judge's presence go 

Down into everlasting wo ; 

Vengeance hath barred the gates of hel^ 

The scenes within no tongue can teU. 

Butlo! far off the righteous pass 

To gloiy from the King's right hand ; 
In silence, on the sea of glass. 

Heaven's numbers without number standi 
While he who bore the cross lays down 
His priestly robe and victor-crown ; 
The mediatorial reign complete, 
All things are put beneath his feet 
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Then every eye m Him shall tee^ 
(While thrones and powers before him 

ftii.) 

The fulness of the Deity, 

Where God himself is all in all; 
O how eternity shall ring 
While the first note the ransomed sing! 
While in that strain all voices blen(^ 
Which once begun shall never end. 

In that unutterable song, 
Shall I employ immortal breath 7 

Or with the wicked borne alone, 
For ever die, "tlie second death?" 

Jesus, my life, my light thou art ; 

Thy word is in my mouth, my heart ; 

Lord, I believe, — my spirit save 

From sinking lower than the grave. 



ON TIME. 

(Bellaek 

Moved by a strange mystenous power, 
That hastes along the rapid hour, 

I touch the decp-tonea string ; 
Even now I saw his withered face 
Beneath yon tower's mouldering baW| 

Where niossy vestments cling. 
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I>ark rolled his chderleM eye mionad, 
Severe hk gnsly visage frowned, 

No locks his head arrayed ; 
He grasped a hero's antique bast ; 
The marble crumbled into dust, 

And sunk amidst the shade ! 

Malignant triumph filled his eyes ; 
"See, hapless mortals, see," he cries, 

"How vain your idle schemes. 
Beneath my grasp, the fairest form 
Dissolves ana mingles with the worm ; 

Thus vanish mortal dreams. 

" The works of Grod and man 1 spoil ; 
The noblest proof of human toil 

I treat as childish toys — 
I crush the noble and the brave ; 
Beauty I mar, and in the grave 

I bury human joys." 

*HoId! ruthless phantom, hold!' I cried; 
If thou canst mock the dreams of pride. 

And meaner hopes devour — 
Virtue, beyond thy reach shall bloom, 
When other charms sink to the tomb. 

She scorns thy envious power. 

On frosty wings the demon fled, 
Howting, as o*er the wall he sped, 
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" Another year is gone !* 
The ruined spire — ^the crumbling toweTf 
Nodding obeyed hie awful power, 

As TiMB flew swiftly on. 

Since beauty then to time must bow. 
And age deform the fairest brow, 

Let brighter charms be yours-— 
The female mind, embalmed in truth. 
Shall bloom in everlasting youth, 

Wnile time himself endures. 



PALLS OP NIAGARA-^ 

[Robert FltCeher. 
Bbtom D the deep Atlantic waves, 
These fair but faded flowerets grew ; 

* NoTC.— In Blajr 18S8, when the Rer. Wm. Pattrni 
of New-Yurk, wu on a visit to the Rer. Joaeph 
Fletcher, of Stepney, London, having occasion to 
refer to his Pocket-Testament, Ui which he found de- 
|)osited several small wild flowers, which he had 
plucked at the falb of Niagara on the preceding 
rammer, the converaatbn tamed apon that stupeod* 
ous wnterfaU. Robert, the eldest son, who had list- 
ened with deep Interest to the description which was 
given, now len the room, and in about thirty minutes 
returned, with the accompanying staiiz«ui. 
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Where dread Niagara falla and nrea, 
They npped the pearls of morning dew; 
The parent loot that gave them birth. 
Still Deautifii» the distant earth ! 

*Tis spring! and many a lovely flower. 
Clustering around that root appears, 
•Each nurtured by a gentle shower 
Of the deep torrent^s rainbow tears ; 
And each rewarding the wild bee 
With nectar for his minstrelsy. 

Sweet flowers! How glorious was your 

home! 
Where, startling earth?s deep caves with 

fright. 
And shaking heaven's eternal dome. 
Gigantic cataracts day and night, 
Adown the steep, with thundering whiri. 
Their endless lightning waters hurl I 

Built by the ^Iden sun by day, 
And by the silvery moon by iiijgfat, 
Is seen, amidst the torrent^s spny. 
An everlasting rainbow's light ; 
Serene above the cataract's rage^ 
Cheering the storm it can't assuage ! 

But while her hues these flowers recall| 
With all the wooden of their clime. 




DVfOTIQNAL POnW* 



Afortal ! hear'st thou not the "fafi** 
or the dark rolling stream of ''time" 
Into a deep eternity ? 
Is mercy's bow there spread /or thee? 



SONG OP A CHILD ON HEARINa 
THE WIND BLOW. 

The leading ideat of the following lines were really 
entertained by a young lady when a ehUd. 

T L07R to listen when winds blow high^ 
And hear the music of the sky, 
Because, I think 'tis the angel's song, 
That sounds when the fleet wind sweeps 

along. 
Swifl as they ride on the cars of cloud. 
Hark, how they sing to their fellows aloud t 
We catch not the words, but the sweet notes 

swell 
Down here ; and this music I loTe so well, 
Sounds like the distant notes of the lay, 
Borne by the gentle breeze away, 
When die es^thly good, from their humble 

abode, 
Bend up their evening praise to God. 

Now with awe their voices are still, 
JSow there's a sound so sweet and shitllt 



964 PRITATB DCtOTION. 

It must be an infant such as I, 
But lately a tenant of the sky, 
Trying tne powers of his little yoice, 
While the rest all listen — now, now they re- 
joice, 
And join with him in the praise of Grod, 
Who washed his young spirit in Jesus 

blood, 
And took him away from mortal sorrow, 
Before his little hearf was riven. 
For a bright lone day without a morrow, 
To unite with uem in the songs of heaven. 

I wish, that his mother, who weeps for hiixi^ 
Qould hear the sound of his joyful hymn« 
And see how happy her child is there 
In those blue regions, so soft and fair; 
Pm sure she- d never weep again. 
If she could hear that heavenly strain. 

Mother ! if I should ever go. 
Where the angels are sin^ng so, 
I'll sing so louo, that the winds shall bear. 
My voice on their wings to my mother's car ; 
And I'll tell you not to weep for me, 
For Mary is happy as she can be : 
And I'll pray the Highest to sena for you. 
And when you ^ave done what He's giyvn 
jrott to d9» 



DSTOTIONAL POKTBT. 



Ob then, my mother, you diall come, 
Happy and glad, to your daughter*! hoiMh 



THERE IS A WORLD WE HAVE 
NOT SEEN. 

TiiCRs 18 a world we have not seen, 
Which time shall never dare destroy; 

Where mortal footstep hath not been, 
Nor ear hath caught its sounds of joy. 

There is a region lovelier far 

Than sages tell, or poets sing. 
Brighter than summer beauties are, 

And softer than the tmts of spring. 

It is all holy and serene, 

The lana of ^lory and repose ; 
And there, to dun the radiant scene, 

The tear of sorrow never flows. 

It is not fanned by summer gale, 
'TIS not refreshed by summer showers ; 

It never needs the moon-beam pale, 
Por there are known no evemng hours* 




M^ MelL to Yiev the te «bo4i^ 
^finditintlieeiiituiedilqF — 
Uis thedweOiiie-piaceor God! 



VLenSSMENT. 



''He WW there alon^ wfaea etm 
Hed nmnd eaidi He mende tiiiown ; 
Holdbiff interDomee with hesven, 

<< He wee then ■hMM.'* 

There his inmoet heeit's emotioB 
Made he to hie Father known ; 
In the spirit of devotion, 

Musingthere *<aloB«.* 

So let us, fiiom earth retiring, 
8eek our Qod and Fathei^s throne; 
And to other scenes aspiring, 

"Train our hearte 

Thus when time its course hath ended. 
And the Joys of earth are flown, 
Wey br nope and bliss attended, 

•^ Shall not be «*aloM." 




